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This issue is an expression of ap-
preciation to George Lynn Cross,

who for twenty-five years served as
President of the University of Oklaho-
ma . The war years, reconstruction, tre-
mendous growth, social and economic
changes, new responsibilities-all he
met with sanguinity, perception, and
courage. More than any other man he
is responsible for what the University
is today. And he, like his predecessors,
was a man admirably well qualified to
provide leadership during the time he
served as President.

As was stated in the September
1965 SOONER MAGAZINE, "Each Pres-
ident has been especially suited to his
time in the history of the institution .
The growth and development of the
University has been influenced more
by the leadership, character, and phi-
losophy of the seven men who have
served as President than by any other
single factor. The strength of each
man provided the influence most
needed at each critical period of this
history." Errett Newby, Class of
1908, who served as secretary or reg-
istrar for every President from Boyd
to Bizzell, says, "The stalwarts were
Boyd, Brooks, Bizzell, Brandt, and
Cross. Each was a man of dreams, of
ideals, of determination to building
a great university in Oklahoma . Each
fitted the needs of his time ."

David Ross Boyd was a school
administrator and an ordained min-
ister. He was a pioneer with the zeal
of a missionary and the determination
of a man who believes in the future .
A. Grant Evans was described by

Newby as "a noble gentleman of gen-
tle spirit ." He served for a brief term
during the transition from territorial
days to Statehood when the Univer-
sity was wracked by political prob-
lems .

Stratton D . Brooks was a profes-
sionally trained school administrator
from Boston and an able one. He
brought organization, academic in-
tegrity, and independence to the Uni-
versity.

William Bennett Bizzell possessed
an appreciation for scholarly achieve-
ment and good books. Under his ad-
ministration the library grew to signi-
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ficant proportions, the University
Press was founded; the Graduate
College was organized, and research
became a major function of the Uni-
versity.
Joseph A . Brandt, the only alumnus

to become President of the University,
was a man of ideas, originality, and
drive. He transformed the University
from an oligarchy to a democracy.
He formed the Faculty Senate, insti-
tuted rotating department chairman-
ships, gave more responsibility to
younger members of the faculty, es-
tablished the University College, and
vowed to make education the first
charge of the public conscience .

George Lynn Cross, a botantist by
profession, was an able administra-
tor with calm, perceptive judgment .
For twenty-five years, as President
of the University, he provided educa-
tional leadership far beyond the
boundaries of the state of Oklahoma .
When Dr . Cross announced his re-

tirement plans in May of 1966, he
urged that the Regents and the Facul-
ty Senate begin immediately to seek
his successor. A committee was ap-
pointed, recommendations and sug-
gestions were solicited from the facul-
ty, students, and alumni .
Two hundred candidates were con-

sidered, and after a series of inter-
views and investigations, the first man
to be offered the position of Presi-
dent of the University was J . Herbert
Hollomon, acting Undersecretary of
Commerce .
Dr . Hollomon has much to offer

the University and the state. By
training he is an engineer, a metallur-
gist, and a director of research . By
experience he is also a successful ad-
ministrator who is well acquainted
both in industry and government . By
nature, he is an exciting, quick, im-
patient man of ideas who expects re-
sults . Dr . Cross has said that, in his
opinion, Dr . Hollomon is the best
qualified man ever recruited to fill a
position of such responsibility in
Oklahoma . There is an interesting,
exciting time ahead for the University
of Oklahoma . You are invited to be
a part of this future through partici-
pation in you alumni programs .


