
Higher Education
Bonds
Pass!

Smiles miles aplenty could be found last
November on the faces of University of Oklahoma
planners as they went back to their drawing boards
to fine tune projects to be funded by $66.7 million in
state capital improvement bonds.
The bonding process has become a way of life

for funding the state of Oklahoma's capital im-
provements-but one whose benefits had bypassed
the higher education system altogether since 1968 .
The voters corrected that oversight with resound-
ing approval of a $350 million capital bond issue
for the state, nearly 70 percent-or $258 mil-
lion-ofwhich was designated for Oklahoma's 26
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institutions of higher education .
Projects associated with OU that will benefit

from the voters' largess total $66 .7 million for
improved classroom and laboratory space ; health
care research and clinical facilities ; moderniza-
tion of computing resources ; health, safety and
access projects ; and consolidation of the
University's fund-raising units charged with gen-
erating private support for academic programs .
All three University campuses-Norman and the
Health Sciences Center in Oklahoma City and
Tulsa-have bond-funded projects under way.
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The auditorium within historic Holmberg Hall, built in 1918 and renovated in the
late '40s, is scheduledfor virtual reconstruction with better acoustics, contemporized
sound and lighting and replacement of the air conditioning system .

THE OKLAHOMA MUSEUM OF
NATURAL HISTORY

A major item on the bond issue
agenda was $15 million as the state's
commitment to the new $35 million
museum facility to be built on the south-
west edge ofthe Norman campus near
the Law Center . Earlier in 1992, the
citizens of Norman approved their
share ofthe cost with a$5 million bond
issue. Theremaining $15 million (and
an additional $5 million endowment
for museum programs) is the goal of a
private funding campaign to be
launchedbythe University this spring .

The work of assembling one of the
nation's finest natural history collec-
tions began 94 years ago. Always
housed in make-shift quarters, at risk
from fire, wind and rain, these price-
less cultural and historical treasures
are destined to be a major tourist at-
traction as well as one of the
University's most valuable teaching
and research resources.

The architectural designforthe new
museum currently is underway. Con-
struction should begin within 18
months with five years expected for
completion and full occupancy. The
collections, however, can be moved to
the safety of the new building's vaults
before full completion of the facility .
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The long-awaited phase two of the Stan-
ley B. Catlett Music Center will become a
reality with bond issue andprivatefunds.

NORMAN CAMPUS PROJECTS

" Stanley B. Catlett Music Center
and Holmberg Hall--With $6.2 mil-
lion from the bond issue, the Univer-
sity can complete phase two of the
Catlett Music Center andrenovate ven-
erable Holmberg Hall Auditorium .

In the euphoric '80s, Catlett was
designed as a $40 million, four-phase

project to house all the far-flung re-
sources of the School of Music and
provide for growth ; only phase onewas
completed. A '90s reality check re-
sulted in a compromise : a $4 million
Holmberg project, providing a me-
dium-sized auditorium, facultystudios,
teaching spaces and offices, and an
$8.7 million addition to Catlettforboth
a larger and a smaller concert hall,
along with more faculty studios, class-
rooms and specialized teaching facili-
ties . Of the $12.7 million total cost of
the two projects, $6.2 will come from
the bond issue and $6.5 from other
sources, principally private gifts, of
which approximately $1.3 million re-
mains to be raised .

School of Music director Richard
Gipson echoed the sentiments of his
colleagues across the campus : "We are
ecstatic about what this bond issue
means to the arts and are eternally
grateful to the people of Oklahoma .
We have been hoping for this for at
least 10 years. The passage ofthe bond
issue makesastatement-that the arts
are important."

The major focus of the Holmberg
project is the virtual reconstruction of
the auditorium-better acoustics,
contemporizingthe lighting andsound,
replacing the patched-together air con-
ditioning system . Aprevious renova-
tion of the 1918 structure in the late
'40s removed a second balcony and
coveredthe original domed ceilingwith
alowered flat ceiling, actions that, OU
architect Arthur Tuttle admits, "may
have seemed like a good idea at the
time but actually were self-defeating
acoustically ."

The same architectural firm has
been selected for both music projects,
which will centralize music instruc-
tion and performance on one corner of
the campus, if not in the same facility.
"The bright side," Gipson says, "is that
we get to keep Holmberg."

" Physical Sciences Center-Renova-
tion of parts of four floors will provide
13,350 square feet of new, modern re-
search space for the department of
chemistry and biochemistry at a cost of
$2.7 million. The new facilities will
alleviate the severe overcrowding in
an area where 23 of the 24 faculty
members are conducting externally
fundedresearchvalued at $3 million to
$4 million a year .



The $7.75 million Family Medicine Building at the OUHealth Sciences Center in Oklahoma City
will be built with $4.5 million from the bond issue and the balance from other sources . The
department has been housed in two outdated clinics, two houses, rented office space and a trailer.

Department chairman Glenn
Dryhurst points out that laboratory re-
search is part of the teaching program
as well. "This is part of the training of
our students," he says . "As their
capstone experience, most ofour under-
graduates will optfor doing research for
two or three semesters, and the labs are
where theywill conducttheirresearch ."

-Classrooms, Laboratories and
Equipment-The bond funds will en-
able the University to spend $2.7 mil-
lion to renovate several heavily used
classrooms, laboratories and other
teaching spaces and to replace worn
out and outdated classroom and labo-
ratory equipment .

-Computer Resources Moderniza-
tion-In the never-endingeffort to keep
computerresources up-to-date, the Uni-
versity will acquire $4 million in com-
puterequipmenttoestablish additional
computer laboratories for undergradu-
ate and graduate instruction; improve
hardware and software for computer-
assisted instruction ; and enhance the
fiber optic "backbone" at the Norman
campus to facilitate better campus in-
teraction among faculty, staff and stu-
dents and access to databases .

The University Libraries' comput-
erized Oklahoma Library Information

Bond money
will renovate
overused labs
and classrooms,

replace old
equipment.

Network also will be expanded .

-Engineering Facilities-Carson
Engineering Center and the Engineer-
ing Laboratory Building will undergo
renovation totaling $1.8 million to ac-
commodate the changing needs of the
College of Engineering .

-Engineering Laboratory Build-
ing-The bond issue will provide $1 .2
million for renovation of one ofthe cam-
pus' oldest (1910) and most heavily used
buildings . The entire project, with some
fundsfrom other sources, will total nearly
$1.4 million .

	

Included will be installa-

tion of new mechani-
cal and electrical sys-
tems and modifica-
tionstobringthe build-
ing into compliance
with current fire, life
safety and accessibil-
ity codes .

-Adams Hall-The
focus of the College of
Business Admin-
istration's plans for the
$1 million renovation
of its building is the
centralization on the
first floor ofall its stu-
dent services offices,
including expanded
undergraduate and
graduate advising
space . Improvement
of the building's heat-
ing and ventilation
systems is also antici-
pated .

"Whitehand Hall-The exterior of
Whitehandunderwent considerablere-
pair severalyears ago, but lackoffunds
for complete interior renovation to
make habitable the 1919 Masonic dor-
mitory has left the building standing
empty on the corner of Boyd and Uni-
versity Boulevard . After the $1 .5 mil-
lion project is complete, Whitehand
will bringtogether units ofthe division
of University Affairs, currently being
housed in several buildings on and off
campus .

The division of University Affairs,
under Vice President Frederick J .
Bennett, is responsible for developing
OU's external relationships . Univer-
sity Affairs encompasses the work of
the development office, the University's
private fund-raising arm, which gen-
erated $32 million in gifts in fiscal
1992 ; and the offices of news services,
photo and electronic services, publica-
tions, special events, the OU Alumni
Association and alumni records .

Relocationto Whitehand ofUniver-
sity Affairs units now in the Oklahoma
Memorial Union also will free badly
needed space for the activities of stu-
dent organizations and the Office of
Student Affairs .

-Health, Safety and Access
Projects-Several oldercampusbuild-
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Many ofthefaculty /scientistscharged with doubling Health Sciences Center research grants and contracts to at least $40 million
annually will work in this new $39.4 million Biomedical Research Building-$17.9 million comingfrom the state bond issue.

ings are targeted for asbestos removal
or encapsulation with the $1.6 million
provided by the bond issue. A number
ofroofrepairs also are scheduled, along
with health, ventilation and air condi-
tioningimprovements to two buildings.

HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER

-Biomedical Research Building-
Central to the strategic plan to rein-
force the position of the Health Sci-
ences Center as a nationally recog-
nized academic health center is dou-
bling faculty research grants andcon-
tracts to at least $40 million annually .
Muchofthis research will beconducted
in the 117,000 net square feet of labo-
ratory space in the new $39.4 million
Biomedical Research Center. The bond
issue will provide $17.9 million to
match $21 .5 million from other sources.

Targeted areas of research will be
those ofhighest scientific impact, such
as molecular biology, biochemistry,
cardiovascularphysiology, pharmaceu-
tical sciences and neurosciences . Be-
sides enhancing the recruitmentofdis-
tinguished faculty/scientists, the
center's activities will strengthen the
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OU now will own its Tulsa campus .

postdoctoral, Ph.D . and master's de-
gree programs by attracting top qual-
ity graduate andpostdoctoral students .

-Family Medicine Building-The
67,000 square feet of the new $7.75
million homeofthe department offam-
ily medicine will accommodate state-

of-the-art educational space for stu-
dent and faculty, family medicine clin-
ics and clinical support areas. Of the
total, $4.5 million will come from the
bonds, $3 .3 million from other sources .
For the past several years, the depart-
ment charged with training the fam-
ily physicians and other health prac-
titioners to provide prime care to
Oklahoma's citizens has been housed
in two houses, two outdated clinics,
rented office space and a trailer.

"OU College of Medicine-Tulsa-
The purchase of the Tulsa campus of
the College of Medicine with $6.6 mil-
lion from the bond issue will free up
more than $5.7 million that would have
gone to debt service over the next 15
years . That money now will be avail-
able to improve the quality ofteaching,
research and patientcare at the branch
that has educated 526 medical students
and 458 primary care residents since
its creation by the legislature in 1971 .

The Tulsa campus, located on South
Sheridan Road between East 28th and
31st streets, was acquired in 1980
through a lease-purchase agreement
with the Tulsa Industrial Authority.
Appraised value is $10.8 million.


