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ON THE COVER
Steve Gillon's only ambition was to
be a professional baseball player.
Who would have imagined that for
him the big leagues would be Ivy
and Oxford, then as founding dean
of OU's new Honors College. "If You
Build It, They Will Come, "Page 3.
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M A G A Z I N E

IF YOU BUILD IT, THEY WILL COME
Honors Dean Steve Gillon knows from personal experience how association with
a gifted teacher and bright classmates can change the life of even the most
dedicated underachiever-and he intends to give OU students that opportunity .

NEW LIFE FOR A GRAND OLD GIRL
An $11.5 million, 34-month make-over has brought the students back to the
venerable Oklahoma Memorial Union, transforming the facility from an aging,
slightly shabby relic of past glories to the focal point of campus activity .

HOME SWEET DORM
Selected faculty families are moving their children, their pets and their private
lives into the residence halls, hoping to coexist peacefully with several hundred
homesick, overwhelmed, delightfully refreshing Sooner freshmen .

TO MARS AND BACK
Millions marveled at NASA photographs of the little Mars rover traversing the
surface ofthe Red Planet, but few realized that Sojourner's "mom" was an OU
graduate who has spent a lifetime proving that women can be engineers .

FREDRIKHOLMBERG COMES TO OKLAHOMA
His arrival at the UniversityofOklahoma was pretty discouraging . No one would
have blamed him if he had reboarded the train and headed back to Kansas, but
as he recalled later, "I had a certain pioneer spirit, so I stayed ."

Prologue " Inside Front Cover
Sooner Spotlight e Robert Broyles " Page 30
From the Bookshelf " Page 32
Mum's the Word " Inside Back Cover

Fall 1998

SoonerMagazine is published quarterlybythe University ofOklahoma Foundation Inc . with private
funds atno cost to the taxpayers ofthe State ofOklahoma . The magazine is printed by the Transcript
Press,Norman, Oklahoma, and is intended primarily for private donors tothe University ofOklahoma
and life members of the University of Oklahoma Association .

Opinions expressed are those ofthe author and do not reflect the official position of the University of
Oklahoma or the University of Oklahoma Foundation Inc .

Address all inquiries andchanges ofaddress to the Editor, 100 Timberdell Road, Norman,OK 73019-0685 .
Letters-to-the-editor must be signed. Letters not intended for publication should be so marked .
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