n 1963 two friends gor rogether
over a cup of coffee in Greenwich
Village to discuss sending a long-
overdue thank-you gift. The re-
cipient of their appreciation was
the bloc of four Scandinavian countries
whose citizens had risked their own lives
saving those of thousands of Jews during
“final solution.” The
thank-you co-conspirators, classical pia-

Hitler’s terrible

nist and humorist Victor Borge and New
York attorney Richard Netter, decided
the best memorial to the heroic actions of
Scandinavians of the past would have to
be something of lasting value to Scandi-
navians of the future. Obviously Howers
would not do.

Bur suppose, thought the two friends,
they could offer Scandinavian students
educational opportunities at top Ameri-
can universities, providing an ongoing
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By LYNETTE LOBBAN

memorial to the courage of the people of

Scandinavia and, at the same time, pro-
moting cultural exchange among nations.
With that goal in mind, the Thanks to
Scandinavia (TTS) Program was born.
In 2003, the program celebrared its 40th
year of providing scholarships for gradu-
ate and undergraduate study for Scandi-
navian students, medical professionalsand
teachers at universities across the United
States.
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In 1980, the University of Oklahoma
became part of the Scandinavian network
when Wall Street financier Alan C. “Ace”
Greenberg established a $250,000 TTS
scholarship endowment at OU in honor
of his father, Ted H. Greenberg, founder
of Street’s clothing stores. With Green-
berg’s gift, OU joined a handful of pres-
tigious schools taking part in the scholar-
ship program based on the unique oppor-
tunities they could offer students from
Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden.

“Ower the years, we have found that
the Scandinavian students develop strong
relationships with the community as well
" says Millie Audas,
director of education abroad and interna-
tional student services at OU. “New
students meet at an orientation when

as the University,

they first arrive, but they quickly branch
out. The community really provides that
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Although their hometowns in Sweden are only four hours apart, Johan Wanstrom, left,

met his wife, Linda Gissberg, at OU. When they return to Sweden after completing their
graduate degrees, accompanying them will be their Norman-born daughter, Sarah, who
has dual citizenship.

important human touch, so Oklahoma
has begun to feel like home to a growing
number of international students.”

Malin Werner Eichman came to OU
from Sweden in 1995 with her twin sis-
ter, Marie. “Eversince we were litde, my
sister and [ dreamed of studying abroad,”
says Eichman. “We applied 1o four uni-
versities and were accepted atall of them.
Bur we began talking to people who had
been to OU, and they rold us how much
they liked it here. They were right. It'sa
wonderful place.”

Eichman, who has degrees in English
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and sociology, has putdown firm rootsin
the Sooner State. She married an Ameri-
can, John Eichman, an industrial engi-
neering docroral student, and works as
assistant to Robert Cox, director of inter-
national and area studies. "It's really
great working with students who are go-
ing through asimilar situation as myself,”
says Eichman. “Hopetully, I can be of
some !1|_'|p to them. 1 tell them it’s really
important to get invelved.”

One way Scandinavian students inte-
grate into the Norman community is
through the American Scandinavian Cul-

ture Interest Group. Lloyd Iverson, a
retired OU math professor, and his wife,
Dorothy, were in on the ground floor of
the organization and have provided hos-
pitality for Scandinavian students since
1973, most recently for Johan Wanstrom,
a communications major from Sweden.
He mer the Iversons when he visited their
church one Sunday and has since become a
rcgu|:lr. even lending his voice to the choir.

Although they grew up in towns only
four hours apart, Wanstrom and his wife,
Linda Gissberg, met at an American/
Scandinavian function in Norman.
Wanstrom, who has two degrees from
OU and is working on his doctorate in
communications, encouraged Linda to
apply to the Thanks to Scandinavia pro-
gram, and now, she, too, is receiving
scholarship funds.

“We have been blessed with excellent
opportunities here,” Wanstrom says.
“Naturally, we have benefited from the
financial and cultural aspects of the pro-
gram, but it has come to mean more than
that. The program has made us more
aware of our home. [t makes you aware of
your history and how it relates to the rest
oftheworld, Ttalmost feels like the whole
circle hascomearound. Origin;l”_\_-’, Scan-
dinavians helped Jewish people escape
the horrors of Nazi Germany. Here
today, descendants of those people are
helping Scandinavians get an educa-
tion. We are out here in the world
because of the scholarship program.”

His wite agrees. | came to OU as an
exchange studentand wouldn'thave been
able to stay here without the Thanks to
Scandinavia scholarship,” says Gissberg.
“We are very fortunate. We feel like a
part of the community. [ have stronger
ties now with American friends than Scan-
dinavians. [ feel like a local.”

Gissberg is among a growing number
of Scandinavian r:xc}mngc students who
found they would like to stay at OU
longer than the allotted two semesters
and are looking to the Thanks to
Scandinavia program for help.

Audas says the program is gearing up
not only to accommodate these students,
but also to pmvidc‘ new opportunities for
faculty, as well. “When Mr. Borge died
two years ago, he dedicated part of his
estate to education,” says Audas. “When
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Millie Audas, left, who directs OU’s education abroad and services to international
students, has worked closely with Thanks to Scandinavia co-founder Richard Netter,
right, in fashioning the University's participation in the intermnational scholarship program.

Raobeart Taylor

Malin Eichman, right, came to the University from Sweden in 1995, completed two
degrees, married an OU doctoral student and now works as an assistant to Robert Cox,
left, director of international and area studies.

[ was visiting with Mr. Netter earlier this
year, we talked about our requesting these
funds to bring students of Scandinavian
descent here for a four-year degree pro-
gram and creating a faculty exchange
program with Scandinavian universities.”

Already Cox is developing a faculty
exchange program modeled after the
highly successful enterprise at Luther
University in Minnesota. “Soon OU will
have addirional doors to Scandinavia open
to them,” says Audas.

Paul Bell, dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences, is thrilled with the growing
number of Scandinavian students mak-
ing OU their academic destination,

“The funds provided by Thanks to
Scandinavia have made the University of
Oklahoma a destination of choice for
Scandinavian students,” says Bell. “These
talented students enhance the diversicty of
our student body and also attract Okla-
homa students to study at one of our
partner institutions in Scandinavia. We
are extremely grateful for the support
from the Thanks to Scandinavia Founda-
tion and look forward to continued devel-
opmentof thisvery successful partnership.”

When Wanstrom and Gissberg even-
tually return to Sweden, they will take
with them not only advanced degrees
from OU, bur also a lasting fondness for
Oklahoma. Their daughter, Sarah, was
born here and has dual citizenship. The
child of two busy graduate students,

Sarah’s first memories very well could be
of the OU campus.

In the first-floor lobby of Dale Hall
Tower, the energetic toddler swings her
arms and lcg_.s from the s;ﬂl—:r}-' of a green
front-pouch wrapped securely around the
waist and shoulders of her father. Her
eyes like blue cornflowers against a field
of rose petals and cream, Sarah looks as
comfortable in this ivory tower as the
hordes of students shouldering back-
packs, making their way to class, Al-
though Sarah does not realize it now,
she is part of a successful cribute to
Scandinavians of the past and a blos-
som in a multicultural bouquer that will

bloom for generations to come. s

-

Lynette Lobban is a freelance writer and
communications specialist for OU’s Fred

Jones Jr. Museum of Art.

Winter 2004 13



