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hepennay bemghti er t hantheswordfiguratively, but in
real i tytherei snocont est vhenananor wonanw el di ngaB c
of i nfornat i onfacesahosti | ei ndi vi dual pai nti ngaBerettacof
dstrution

Ther eckoni ngof j ournal i st svor| dw dewnhodi edi nthel i ne
of dutyi n2004rangesfronv8onlnternati onal Fressinstitute
Deat hVet ch2004, t 0560nt he Q) unbi aJour nal | smRevi ew' s
onlinelist. TheGmmitteetoPotect Journa ists\Vebsite
confirnsthat 36j ournal i st sand18ned avor ker sdi edi nlrag
i N2003-2004. Brer-i nprovi ngtechnd ogythat a | onsreal -ti ne
reporti ngaf hosti i ti esnakest hat reporti ngi ncreasi ng ynare
dangeraws.

Thosewhor et ur nf romassi gnnent si nwar zones or even
frondi fficut fore gnposti ngsare, nast say, changed. Soneof
t hosechangesar eposi ti ve, at her sundeni -
abl yl essso. Eveni nnany non- confat
si tuations, Aneri canfore gncorrespon
dent s canencount er hostilityjust as
Anericansor, nonatter their nationa -
i ty, becauset hey seekt oexposefacts
ot herswant hi dden. The Lhi versity of
Xl ahona’ s Gayl or d P of essor JoeFoat €,
vhoedi t edt he 1998 book Li vefromnt he
Trenches: TheGhangi ngRYl eof theTel e
Vi si onNevis Qo respondert , sayst heper -
sonwho chooses t o becone ani nt er na-
tional correspondent possessescertain
idatifidd ederateistics.

“Thereisalittlerisk-takingspiritand
advert rousnet urei neveryj ourrd i st, but
forel gncorrespondent sinit for thel onghau haveanextral arge
dose, " hesays. “It seensthet j ust about everyoreenjoysit a first,
but thetravel , i sd ati on, danger andt raunaget t ot herreft er
awhi | e. Therei sannd- car eer denar cat i onwher esonecorre-
spondent spul | backt odonesti cor non-var assi gnnent s, and
at herskeepri ght ongai ng. Thi sl atter groupi saspeci a breed.
They cravebel ngviner et heact i oni sandcan' t oper at eexcept i n
hi ghgear.”

Despitethe“travel , i sd ation, danger andt rauna, ” Foot e
not es, nany|j our nal i st svhohave passedt hr oughwhnat | snowt he
Gyl ord@l | egeof Jour nal i smand Miss Gonmuni cat | onhave
sought thei nternational beat. Anongt hoseaccepti ngthe
j eopar dy chal | engear eHannah Al | am a1999¢gr aduat eser vi ng
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Afghan children interview Ben Fenwick.

as Kni ght R dder bur eauchi ef i nBaghdad, and2004Rul i t zer
Pri zew nner Ant hony Shadi d, at QJi n 1986- 87 and nowi n
Baghdadf or The Vidshi ngt onFbst. BenFerwi ck, whoear nedhi s
bachel or’ sdegr eei n1983andhi snast er’ si n1993, servedasan
enteddedreport er i n2004w t hCkl ahona’ s45thi nfant ry
Brigadei nA ghani stan. H I enkni ckneyer, whol eft Qaf ew
uni tsshyof adegreei nthel at e’ 80s, i SnowAssoci at edPress
bur eauchi ef i nViést Arica

M got Habi by, 1994 graduat ew t habachel or’ sinbot h
journd i smandpal i ti cal sci ence, worksi nCal | asfor B oonfoer g
News. However, shespent 1997t hr ough2000as acor r espor-
dent i nthelhitedArabEmrates. Quveringoil andgasfrom
Iran, the@il f GoperationGuncil fromSaudi Arabia, the
Mdd eEast andNort hAf ri caeconomic sunmit front ar and
QPECneet | ngs fromAust ri aand | ndone-
sia, Habi by di dnot |iveintheki ndof
physi ca danger t hosereporti ngi nacti vel y
hosti | eareasdo, but shedeal t wthaot her
i ssuesresu tingfrontross-cu turd jour-
relism

I

Alamwoservedased tor of The@ &
honalai | yi n1999, i snat j ust ani nterna
tional correspondent: A 27, shehasbe-
conet he def act o cover wonanfor t he
prof essi on, her i nagegr aci ngt heCecem
ber i ssuedt B t or axdRb i sher, theneve-
paper tradej ournal . | nNovenier, Alam
pud i shedafi rst - personaccourt of her Irag
experi encest hat drovehonet heshockandawi ul truthof var in
avay nost andar di nvert edpyr anmndst ory coul dhave. Uhder the
headl i ne" Adead ydat el i ne,” Al antdet ai | edher dai | ydanger
andnat edshehedl ost at | east threefri endst ot hevi d ence.

“Qur Aneri canandl ragi cor respondent s have beenshot at
court | essti nes, attackedbykni fe-wel d ngrebe sandbr ui sedby
st ones | obbed f r omangry nobs, ” shew ot e. “They’ ve been
tranpl edbyri atousdenanstrat ars, arrest edbyarenegadepd i ce
force, takenhost ageby ml i ti anenandbur nedby r ed- hot
srgd.

“After onebonfi ng, ayoungboy shovedasever edhandi n
nyface. Another tine, | usedati ssuetopi ckshredsaf hunan
fl eshof f nyshoesaf t er coveri ngacar bonbi ng. Gaggi ng, | gave

THE COST TO THEIR PERSONAL LIVES | S HGH THEIR

COVFORT AND SAFETY FORFEI TED, AS SOONER
J-GRADS TAKE ON THEI R PROFESSI ON' S MOST

CHALLENG NG AND DANGEROUS ASSI GNVENTS.
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Hanniah Mlans, 27, faces

danger dally 35 a
Bagtwlad bureau chicl

OU grad Hannah Allam’s assignment in Iraq put her in harm’s
way—and also on the cover of her profession’s trade journal.

upandpushedt hesneaker sdeepi nt ot hetrash. ”

I naphonei nt ervi enf romher hat el i nBaghdad, Al ant a ked
about herinitid re uctancetowi tet hi sheart -wenchi ngpi ecei n
l'ight of thereporter’ sgeneral adnoni ti ont okeepper sonal
fedingpesi cb

“That onewas doneki cki ngandscreaning,” shesays. “It
caneabout becauseof theFarnazFassi hi e-nai | . She’ sa Vil /
Sreat Jourrd reporter o saf ri enddf nine. Sesent anessage
to40of her friends, andit got | eaked. That causedahuge
appetiteforinfornati onabout wet i t vasl i ket obeareporter
here. Breryone' spubl i cat i onwvas nudgi ngt hent ovar dfi rst
per sonpi eces. | ntheendi t turnedaut tobeprettyt herapeltic.”

Thosewho| ovet hosewhose car eer choi ces| andt hemi n
har Msway of t enneedt herapy of thel r awnastheygrapp ewith
inernd coflictsabou thecha ces.

“1t’ sahar ddi chat ony, ” saysA | amsnat her, Baverl yAlam
of More. “V¢ veral sedthem we' vetrai nedt hem we’ ve
nurt uredt hemandwe’ vehel pedt herrechi evet hel r goal s. They
goout todowhat t hey’ vechosent odo, andyouvant that. But
thent herearethenat her’ sheartstri ngsont heat her si de.

“Hannah has beeni nsonany si t uat i onsi nwhi chsheshoul d
havebeendeadbyal | rights. She’ st d dneshehasnoi deahow
or whyshe' slivedthroughit. Shecal | ednefromi nsi det he
shrinei nNgj af whenshewast r appedf or 30- sonet hi nghour s.
Shewvast heonl yVésterner i nthere. |f t hey hadknownt hat,
t hey pr obabl yveul dhaveki | | edher.”

Li kenany of her cd | eagues, A | anspeaksaof j ournal i snesa
servi cepr o essi onandexqr essesasensed respansi bl i tytoreport

SOONER MAGAZI NE

beyondt hesurface, toprovi dei nsi ght t hat r eader swoul dnot
o herw sehave. Asprdf essi ondl s, t heyknowt heyareresponsi bl e
forthedfidd accout ; thet i sessytotd | . Theyrisktheirlives,
horever, totd | therest.

“1 thinkyouhavet otel | yoursel f it natterseveni f youget
bl ownof f thefront pageby Britney Soears’ narri ageont heday
of angj or attack, ” shesays. “Thet canbedenard iz ng, asit can
bevihenyouwor k har donadanger ous assi gnnent andt hest ory
getsburi edonA27. Youthink, ‘ Wy di dl dodgebul | et sfor
thet?

“I vt nyreader st ohear thest ori esof theeverydaylrag s.
Thereare26ml | i onhere, andonl yafracti onaret aki ngupar ns
agai nst Aneri canforces. Q hersarenor e concer ned about
el ectricityandjobs. Ayt hi ngthat shows | rag sas hunans
nakes ne happy. "

Li keA | am Shadi dseekst oi | | uninat eout si det heof fi ci al
spatligt. W ikeher, hehasnat al vayssuccessf ul | ydodgedt he
actual bul | etsinternationa reporterscanface. | nhrch2002,
hevasshat i nt heshou der whi | ecoveri ngthel sradl i/ Pdl estini an
conflict for TheBost on@G abei nt heVigst Bankci tyof Ranal | ah.
Wi | eA | amhas vor kedi nBaghdadsi ncel at 2003, Shadi dhas
spent a nast adecadeasani nternati onal correspondent, goi ng
abroadt hefirst ti newhenhevasj ust 25. Hsstrongbel i ef i n
hi swark’ si nport ancei st enper edbyacl ear - eyedrecogni ti onof
itsdl.

“I vou dn t tradeayear of thel i fel’ vel i ved, ” hesaysframhe
housei nBaghdadheshar esw t hhi s Viishi ngt onPost cdl | eagues.
“I fed thet I’ vel i vedthreel i feti nesi nj ust 10year sof bei nga
forel gncorrespondent. Bt at thesanetine, it requi resi ncred
i bl epersond sacrifice | vasn't ad et onakei t vorki nterngof
nynarriage. |’ i vorcedandt hat’ sdueat | east i npart tony
career. | veseenit destroyal ot of peod € spersod |ives. [t'sa
har dt hi ngt orecormendt oot her sfor t hat reason.

“Youhavet oal ways questi onwhet her thest oryi sworthit.

“But you' real sopul | edbythestory; t her€ snodoubt about
it. Part of thereasonl’ nhereright nowi sthat | knowthi sstory
i snat onl ydefini ngthereg onl’ vecoveredfor ha f nyli fe, but
it’ sal sodefiningthecountryl vasbornin. | understandt he
si gni fi canceandi nportancedf that, andi t does pushnet ost ay
her et ounder st andi t andconveyit toreaders.”

Shadi d, aFhi Bet aKappawho has donegr aduat e st udi es at
@l unti alhi versity sSchodl of Internati onal andRubl i c A -
fars, hel pshi sreader sunder standnat onl yt hroughreporti ng,
but a sot hroughl onger, i n-dept hvork. H sbook, Legacydf the
Frophet: Cenacrat s, Despot sandt heNewRdl i ti csof 1sl am ap-
pearedi n2001. GoningupfromHenry Hol t i s N ght Orans
Near: AMQ@lyssey't hroughBaghdadi nVer andltsAfternat h. 1n
addi ti ontotheRUl it zer, hehaswonnany ot her avar dsfor hi s
vorkinthelhitedSatesaswel | asinBeirut, Li bya, Sudan,
Egypt, Lebanon, | sragl andt hePdl estinanterritories.

“If there sanythi ngd fferent about forel gnreporti ng, and
I’ ved vayshedd fficd tyeq@ anngthis, it’ sthesensed taki ng
ast epbackandbei ngnar eaut hori tati vewt hyour vai ce, sayi ng
‘Thi sisthestary, andl’ nga ngt odefi neit foryou,’ rat her than
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Bill O’Leary/The Washington Post

lettingofficia sorauthoritiesor recordsdefi net hest oryasyou
seei nl ocal andnati onal reporti ng. Youhavet of i gureout how
tofilestories, howt overkt hephonesystem a | t heset hi ngs.

“Here, everytineyoul eavet hehouse, youhavet odet er nne
whet her i t’ ssaf et ogot oanel ghbor hood. Youkeepyour eyeon
thestreet tobesurenoonei sfa | ow ngyou.”

Shadi dprai ses ThePost for i tsenl i ght enedappr oacht o
counsdl i ngf or enpl oyeesdeal | ngwi t ht heaf t er nat hof aposti ng
toaver zone. Tohel pkeephi nsel f nental | yhed t hy, hechooses
carefu | yhowt odef i nehi soccupet i on.

“1 voul dnever cal | nysel f avar correspondent, ” hesays. “I
don't li kever. H ghtingi sbori ngandrepetitive, andit doesn' t
haveal ot of context for ne. But | dofi ndsonet hi ngneani ngf ul
i nexpl ori nghowl i ves ar eshapedandr eshapedi nci r cunst ances
vecan' t red | yi nagi nei nthelhi tedS at es. Sonereport ersnay
consi der t hensel vesvar correspondent s, nay haveevenahun-
oerfarthet. | thinkthet i sdangerousfar acoud eressars. 1t | eads
tori sksyouprabahl yshod dn' t bet aki ng, andyoul osewnat g ves
t heseci rcunst ancesthel r omcheract er, what di stingui shesthi s
storyfromanyot her var story.

“l trynot tocover var asvar, but asabackdroptopeopl € s
l'ives. Tineandagai n, | seei nstancesof heroi sm cour age,
strengt handevenbeaut yamdt hehorror. Thosegl i npses
alvaysrestorenyfai th, astatteredasit naybecone. ”

Kni ckneyer j oi nedt he APi n1990andfi rst went over seas
e ght yearsl ater. Shehas cover edvar sfronKosovot o East
Tinar, i n@ngo, L beria, Aghani stan
andlrag. Twodaysafter theVerld
TradeCant er bonti ng, t heAssoci at ed
Fresssent her totheMdd eEast. She
di dnot returnfor si xnont hs, whi ch
vasfinewthher. Shehasnopl ansto
| eavet hef orei gnbeet, acareer pat hshe
narkedfai rlyearly.
“M freshnanyear at Véishi ngt on
Uhi versityinS. Loui svast heReagan
era, andl thought | vant edt ogoi nto

IMAGE IS NOT AVAIL ABLE ONLINE DUE TO COPYRIGHT RESTRIC- busi ness andnakel ot s of noney, ” she

TIONS.

says. “| tookayear of f andwor kedf or
ny nom whowas st at e edi t or of The

A paper copy of this issue is available at call number LH 1 0656 TusaVirid sheinsisted) takea

m Bizzell Memonal Library.

copygi rl job. | diditvattodoit, but
oncel got i nthe newsroom | was
hooked.

“Duringthe 1991 Qul f War, |
changednyfocus. Vet chi ngthat from
kI ahonma and wat chi ng O\Ndoits
star turnnadenevant tobei nvol ved
i nnevst hat t ooki nt hevhol evorl d.”

Kni ckneyer has beeni nVést Af -
ricaf arthreeyears.

Bill O’Leary/The Washington Post

Even as he works in the midst of armed conflict, Washington Post correspondent Anthony “Qur regi oni s23count ri es, wi ch

Shadid tries not to report war as war but to focus on how the lives of
shaped and reshaped by the horrific circumstances that engulf them.

the Iraqi people are neans23d fferent stori es, ” shesays.
“Aricai sanunder cover edand ne-
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“YOU VEIGH THE

hi mt onanyt roubl edar eas, but never
toanactivewar zone. Hewasin
Guet enal at ocover civil rightsacti v-

Rl SK AGAI NST IMAGEIS NOT AVATLARIE i st R gabertaMenchu Tum s w n-

NLINE PYRIGHT ni ngt he Nobel PeacePri ze. Hevas
THE STOQY 5 R%I'IJ%ITEGTFE?NS. i nChi apas doi ngafour-part series

YOU RE GO NG

ont heMyanupri si ngfor Nati onal
Nat i ve Nevisduri ngt he Zapat i st aup-

AFTER AND ERR A paper copy of this 1ssue 15 rising. Hewasi nBosni aasforensi c

available at call mmmber ?ft”qadnngtSVﬂeideﬂifying#:
i es exhuned f rommass graves. Then
ON THE SIDE OF  LHI.06S esexunedrorma

CAUTI ON.  “AT
LEAST, | TRYTQ "

— Ellen Knickmeyer

ol ectedarea. Youcanfee asensedf nissi onabout coveringit.
Al ot of thewor| dt hi nksof Ari caasfanineand A DSandvear
on'y. Thefirst tinel cane, | vasfillingi nonadeski nNai robi .
| woul dbeat work bef oresunri se. 1’ dwat cht housands of
varkersfilingintothecitiestostart theirjoosandal | these
streansof schod chi| dren. Bveryonevasvor ki ngsohar dj ust
tobuyschoad uni fornsandkeept hei r ki dsi nschodl . 1t struck
net hat peopl ei nAricatrysohard. | don't thi nkpeopl eoften
seethet sided Arica”

Wi | ekni ckneyer’ snany fi | edaccount s doshowt hat si de,
shehashadtoreport, too, onhunansuf f eri ngandvi ol ent
caflictinpatertialydangeraussitueti ans.

“Youvei ght heri skagai nst t hest oryyou regoi ngafter anderr
ont hesi dedf cauti on,” shesays. “A | east, | tryto. Youdownat
youcanandaccept t hat badl uckhappens. 1’ vel ost cd | eaguesin
S erraleone; acoupl epeopl el knewvereki | I ed. |’ vebeen
st onedacoupl eti nes by nobs, but not seri ousl yhurt. | don't
thinkl’ nmcourageous, but | thi nksonet hi ngsbot her nel ess
thant heydoot her peopl e. | don' t get af rai dof t hi ngsasnuch.
| thi nknydanger thernastat i sjust set alittled fferetly.”

Kni ckneyer has cover edt hevar - ravaged Dar f ur regi onof
Suden, weere, andl ystssay, fi ghti ngheski || edat | esst 70, 000ad
forcednorethanl. 2ml [ iontoflee. Inlrag, shewaswththe
first conpanyof thefirst Mrinebattal i oncrossi ngi ntol rag.
Shewvas backi nBaghdadi nJanuar yf or t heel ecti ons.

Li ndel Hit son, APchi ef of bureaui nCkl ahonaG ty, says
that “tenaci ous” nnght bet hebest vor dt odescri bekhi ckneyer.

“Qrer seas, youhavet obenareresourceful , " hesays. “Hlen
vent i nduri ngt hefi rst i nvasi onof Baghdad. Youdon' t pul | up
i natankandwal ki nt oaphoneboot h. | f t herevasavayt oget
thestoryback, H | envoul dfindit i f shehadt of i ndacanel to
ri deacr osst hedesert.”

Behi nd Fenwi ck’ sfi venont hs as anentbeddedr eporter i n
A ghani stanw t ht he45t hvas a16- year career that hadt aken

Bl sooneEr MmacAzI NE

“Wen ny kIl ahona d t y bonb-
i ng cover age got ne connect edt o
Reuters, | wasal ready usedt ot he
nati onof confl i ct anddest h,” hesays.
“Then, w thSepenfer 11, | felt this
over vhel ning needt o do sonet hi ng.
It washorrifyingtoj ust wat cht he

Photo Provided

Maj. Eric Bloom

In Afghanistan Ben Fenwick only wore his journalist’s uniform
when accompanying Marines on a combat operation and at a
flag raising ceremony on the grounds of Camp Phoenix,
which honored his father, a combat veteran of WWII, Korea
and Vietnam.
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Home-front reaction to the first Gulf War caused Margot Habiby
to seek foreign assignment. Covering the Middle Eastern
business beat for Dow Jones did not take her into danger,

but being a woman and an American made cultural
accommodations necessary.

kI ahona @ t y boni ng, but vhenl startedreporting, | felt
sati sfi edbel ngi nt hennxanddoi ngsonet hi ngconst ructi ve
abotit.”

I nspi redby t hewor k of Shadi dand kni ckneyer , w t hwhom

hecrossedpat hsat The Gl ahonalxi | y, Fermi ckvant edt ogo
tolragi n2003as aneneddedr eporter, but whenhi s not her
becanetermina lyill, hest ayedhone.

“Thever vasinful | tilt, andl hadmissedi t, ” hesays. “Mre
t han350r eport er swer e entoeddedw t hever yt hi ngf ronf ront
[ neuni tstocooki nguni ts; theyd dn' t needneover there. That
vasoneof t henost cover edvar sever. But you' vegot tocount .
WMat areyouasajournalistifyoudon't natter? Andyouonly
nat t er bywadi ngi nandgetti ngi nthenx.”

Then cane t he announcenent t hat Ckl ahona’ s 45t h
woul d be depl oyedt o Af ghani st an. Fenw ck wor ked and
tal kedandtrai nedfor al nost sevennont hs, nanagi ngto
beconet he onl yreport er he knows of enfbeddedw t ht r oops
fromhi sownstate.

“I felt that wvasthenast i nportant thi ngl coul dbedoi ngat
that ti ne,” hesays. “Therearequesti onsabout whet her | raq
vastheright thi ngt odo, but there’ sprettynuchnoquesti on
that Af ghani stanvasnecessary. | wantedtocast nyl ot wth
ny f el | owCkl ahonans. Theyareciti zens. W shoul dhave
oversi ght, andt henewspaper i stheonl ywaytodoit. It’sa
hi ghresponsi bilityinnyopinion. | said, ‘1’ rmot goi ngto
mssthis. |’ nborn, rai sedandeducat edi nGkl ahona. | nuist
dothis.’”

[ BenFerwi ek’ sper sordl account fd | onsonRage 10, |

Phot o Provi ded

Wi | eHabi by’ sbusi ness andf i nance- basedi nt ernat i onal
beat kept her out of danger oussi t uat i onsover seas, shegat there
becauseof aver.

“1 vesafreshnanat QJduri ngthefirst Gl f Vi, ” shesays.
“Peopl ever ebei ngassaul t edoncanpus. M fat her t eaches
Mdd eEast pal i cyat (BBJ Hewas out spokenandont el evi si on
andradi oasanexpert. Ny parentsgot bonbthreats. M not her
t ol dnenot t o cone hone.

“Theni ght thevar started, | vasi nt hehonor s dor mendvas
goi ngt owat ch TVbef oredi nner. Sone st udent swerei nt he
| ounge, andl heardoneguy say, ‘ Let’ sgopopsone popcor nand
vat chthevar.’ That quot e nade Nevisvieek’ s* Fer spect i ves’
section. ItvasliketheQynpics, ‘@, teamgo.’

“l thinkthat experi ence hanmer ed honet heneedtobea
fore gncorrespondent.”

I nDubai , wher e she was DowJones’ chi ef M ddl e East
correspondent, shed dnat havet odl ter her behavi or dranat i -
ca |y, a thoughi nSaud A abi aandl ranshed dhavet ocover her
hai r andwear sonet hi ngl ongand| oose.

Travel asavwonanal socou dbeconpl i cat ed, especi d | yasan
A ab- Aner i canwhocoul dbetakenfor anative. Qhatripto
Saudi , shetravel eddressedasan/neri canbut st gppedt odonan

IMAGE IS NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE DUE
TO COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS.

A paper copy of this 13sue 15 available at call
number LH 1 0656 m Bizzell Memonal
Library.
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abayaandascarf bef or edepl ani ng. Twonenbegangi vi ngher
ahardtinei nArabi cfor “runni ngaroundt hevor | di nViést ern
cl ot hesandt henconmingbackt o Saudi andcoveri ngup. ”

Qnhanot her tri p, becauseof apaperwor k nix- upandgi ven
that asi ng ewonancannat st ayi nahotel a onewthout witten
pernissi on, t hedeskcl erktd dher shecou dnat haveher room
Her mini stryminder sai dhewoul df axt he paper sas soonast he
of fi ceqpened, but thed erkstill refused

“| hadt akenny passport out, ” shesays. “Thehotel cl erk
openedit. Helooksat it andl ooksat ne. Hesays, ‘ kil a-
hona? | said, ‘ Yes.” Hesaid, ‘| went tothelhi versityof
Tul sa. Youcanstay.’

“Lat er that eveni ngl vasw t haReut erscorrespondent . He
was concer nedabout bei ngseenw thawonannot hiswfe. |
said Don'tworryabout it.’ Aswewval kedbythecounter, the
clerkvasstaringat us. Mfriendvasfrightened. Het hought
thecl erknight besecret pd i ce. Asveva kedby, theguysml es
at neandsays, ‘ &l ahona.’ ”

Xl ahonahas ser vedt hesepr of essi onal svel | | nnany vays,
fronshapi ngt henper sonal | yandpr of essi onal | yt obei ngt he
sour cedf situati on-savi ngcoi nci dence. | nreturn, theyhave

Enbeaded | n

Agan stan

servednot onl ythestat ebut a sothei r countrybylivi ngli ves
shapedbydi ffi cul ti esrang ngfromd sconfiort t odanger. They
haver eport edf or hazar dous dut y sot hat ot herscoul dread, i n
saf ety, about ver | d-shapi ngevert s.

“Itisal vaysi nportant t ohavefi rst - handreport sfromaress
of confli ct becausei nagl obal i zedenvi ronnent anyt hi ngand
everyt hi ngt hat happenscoul d, ultinately, affect theU S
econony, farel gnpd i ¢y, etc.,” saysReter Goss, W, | keFoate,
focusesoni nternati onal reporti ngandha dsaGyl or dendoved
chairintheGyl ord@i l ege. “Internati ond reporti ngi st heveb
that tiespeopl etogether; it gi vesusafront seat t owhat our
nel ghbor's, di stant andnear, areexperi enci ng, t hi nki ngand
doi ng. Vér coveragei sabrutal | ydrai ni ngassi gnnent. Mst
report ershavet odeal wthaf orel gneu ture, | anguage, econony,
paitica envi romnent andsoon. |t i saki ntobel ngaskedt ol ead,
yet youdon' t haved recti onstowhereyouaregoi ng. Itisa so
aposi ti vechd | enge, honever, that a | onsyout ol ear nandgr o
and, i ntheprocess, i nforntherest of us.” -

Fred acewi ter Kat hrynJensonii t ei sanassi st art prof essor
of journal i sminthe @yl ord@l | egeof Journal i smand Miss
Gnmuni cat i on.

By Ben Fenw ck

VH LE MOST MEDI A ATTENTI ON FOCUSES ON | RAQ
A SOONER REPORTER JAO NS OKLAHOVA' S 45th
| N THE STI LL- DANGEROUS CAMPAI GN

THAT BEGAN I N 9/11's AFTERVATH.

Qur G 17cargoj et | andedat nidni ght, March6, 2004. |t
vas scar y vhent heor der s canef ront hecockpi t t osaddl eup.
Thesd di ersl fl ewi nwthput onthei r bul | et proof vest sand
hel net s sowecoul dl andat Kabul International Arport, an
ol dshat - up, forner Sovi et ai r baseat theedgeaf thecity. The
pil otsturnedonredinterior |ights, whi chpreserveni ght
vi si onbut bat heever yoneandever yt hi ngi naghast |y, bl ood-
redgl ow
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| ana1988] our nal i sngraduat eof thelhi versityof kl a
hona, avet eranof nacroecononics. | sawactiongetti ngny
graduat edegreeat QUi n1997. | was ar nedw t hchoi cewor ds
andbadal gebra. Hwever, | hadal ot toliveupto. Mfather
i saViarl dVer | 1 vet eranvhof ought i nthePaci fic, | and ngwith
theMrinesat theBattl eof (ki nava. Mdl dest br ot her f ought
w ththe MarinesinM et namand was wounded. M ot her
brot her servedat thetai | endof M et namonboar dt heai reraft



Eric Bl oom
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carrier Gra Sea, andnysi ster vasa25-year Ar Forcewfe
vhose husbandf | ewnucl ear - ar ned B-52s dur i ngt he Gl d Veir .
Thi svasnyfirst var.

The G 17banked! ef t andri ght aswecanei n, soneki ndof
evasi venanewver, poppi ngfl arest ot hrowof f any heat - seeki ng
mssi | eswehadsal dt heA ghansi nthe’ 80s. Viéscreanedi nf or
aroughl andi ng. Thepi | ot sbrakedhard, t hrow ngus back and
forthinour seatslikethecrenonthed dS ar Trekbri dge. Vé
rol | edt oast op. TheA r For cecrewchi ef -whoal sohadavest
and an M6-t+hr ewopent hedoor, andwe heft ed our bags and
fil edaut.

As| steppedof f thepl aneont ot het ar nac, t herewereno
bul | et s, nobayonet char gesfrontrack A aedaterrorists.
Insteadl net My . Bri cB oom thenedi aofficer for thedsth
InfantryBrigade. | hadworkedw t hhi mbacki ntheS ateson
nyhi dt oget entedded, sent hi nfranti candeventestyenai |l s,
har angui nghi mt oget neover sooner. Hedi dnot seent ohave
atraced ani nasityabout this.

“Ben! You rehere!” hesai d. “Vél conet o A ghani st an!
You regonnal ovei t. 1t’ snathinglikeveveretadd.”

Thiswasal | nyidea It startedw ththeonset of the
| atest | ragqvar vihenl hadheardthat thenil i tarywastryi nga
newpr ocess of var reportingcal | ed“entoedd ng.” Accordi ngto
t heRent agon’ senfredgui del i nes:

. . . OURULTI MATE STRATEG C SUCCESS | N
BRI NG NG PEACE AND SECURI TY TO THI S REG ON
WLL COVE I N OQUR LONG TERM COVWM TMENT TO
SUPPORTI NG OUR DEMOCRATI C | DEALS. WE NEED
TO TELL THE FACTUAL STORY—GOOD OR BAD—
BEFORE OTHERS SEED THE MEDIA W TH
DI SI NFORVATI ON AND DI STORTI ONS, AS THEY
MOST CERTAINLY W LL CONTI NUE TO DQ.”

Thi sgpproach, totd | thetruthbef orei t canbed storted, vas
usedi nVigr | dVerr | 1 byt heBri ti shtocount er br cadcast sbythe
Nzis. TheBitscdledit“inocu aion” Byte lingastory, good
or bad, bef oret hat storyvasrel easedbyt heeneny neant t hat
thepud i cvasi nocul at edwi t ht hetruth, preventi ngt henfrom
becomng“i nfected’ wthalie.

Afirst|sa a hone, |isten ng, read ngandvat chi ngreports
fromthefront duri ngtheinitia Baghdadoperati ons. Miny
wer eby peopl el hadgonet oschodl with, reportersliked |l en
Kni ckneyer, nowabur eauchi ef w t ht heAssoci at edPress; or
Ant hony Shadi d, who hunker ed downi n Baghdad, sendi ng
out aseriesaof reportsthat woul dl ater garner hi mtheRUl i t zer
Prize. | hadbeenat The Gkl ahona Dai | y when bot hwer e
there, al | of usjust figuringout whi chendof theword
Jpr 0CESSOr Was up.

Ayear | at er, O ahonal s45t hvascal | edt oA ghani stan. The
Thunder bi rds? | knewabout t hem For years| hadtriedto
w angl eanangl eonafeatureabout thisunit. Duri ngVerld
Ver 11, theThunder bi rds hadbeenadi vi si on, | andedat Awzi o
i noneof bl oodi est battl esaf thevar, andl at er nar chedt hrough
Fancei ntoGernany, | i beratingt heDachauconcentration
canp. Thed5thnowasasnal | er unit, abri gade. Aqui ckcheck
of therecordstd dnet heuni t hadnot depl oyedsi nceKorea. 1t
voul dbet hefirst ti net hi s ahonauni t woul dseeavar zone
i N50yeer s.

| calledthestatepubl i caffairsofficer for t heQkl ahona
National Guard, Gl . Pat Scully. 1t t ook nany weekst oget
answer sandappr oved. | al sonanagedt oget gi gswitingfor
two (kI ahona paper s, The Tul sa Vr| dand The Ckl ahona
@zette. Mad dcl assnat eandfel | owstaf fer frommelxi | y,
\WMyne G eene, cal | edfromlul saandconfirned! woul dbe
vor ki ngwi t hhim Thus, The Vir! dbecanet he onl y paper
i nthestatetoprovi deregul ar, dail ycoverageof thed5thin
A ghani stan.

Theday canef or ny goodbyes, thenl drovet ot he enfoar ka-
ti onspat i n@l orado.

éfi | edont oanenor nous greentransport pl ane. S rapped
i nont heunconfiort abl epl asti cbenchest heyusef or seat i ng, ve
rocket edoff for the22-hour fli ght.

It t ook neagoodveekt oget over thetrip. Wthi nt hat week,
| vent onnyfirst patro wth45sthsad di ers, nenersof t he279"
InfantryBattalion. Thesnal |, dayti nepetrd vasj ust arounda
surround nghi t of Kabul but vas aneye- opener. Anongt hefi rst
si ght sl sawwner echi | drenage6t o7carryi ngbagsof gar bagefrom
our dunp, thebagseasi | yashi gastheywere. Qher chil drenran
upt oneet us, sonew t hi nfectedboi | sont hel r bodi es. Around
thecanpl sawfi el dslitteredw t hhunanwast e, wheret he
A ghansgrewfood. | sawopencesspod swehadt ogi nger | yski rt
aswewoundt hr oughanear by vi | | age conpound.

G onds of chi | drenfl ockedt ous, tryi ngt opawt hrought he
i tenswecarri ed-enestol enypen. Twogirl sinshawshidin
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adoor vay vt chi ngusf urti vel yandf | edvwhenwenet thel r gaze.
A onepoi nt, soneonefiredashot gun, but it wast cof ar avay
tohit us. V&chargedt he conpoundfromaher ewe hear dt he
shat. Local svest oppedandguest i onedsai di t vasahunter. And
thisvesnyfirst patrd.

Inonefesturel watefor Ruters, | intervi evedaBitishunt,
the" Gurkhas, ” f anedf or noret hanacenturyase itefighters.
| net other al | i esworki ngw t ht heki es, i ncl udi ngF ench,
ItalianandGrnansecurityforcetroops. Therewasevena
corti ngent of Mngd sd d ersteachingartil | erytotheA ghars.
| rani ntoaf ewfri endsfromhone, andeachti newenarvel ed
at howanazi ngi t vast obeabunchof Ckl ahonanst oget her i n
apl aceonat her si deof thevor| d.

At onesuchevent, agraduati oncerenonyfor oneof the
trai ned Aghanbattal i ons, H | enKni ckneyer appear ed.
Kni ckneyer becones nor el egendar y wi t heachpassi ngyear .
Earlier | hadruni ntoanather journd i st i nA ghani stanwhotd d
nehehadnet her hi t chhi ki ngi nt oBaghdadduri ngt hebegi n-
ni ngof thewar. Htchhikingtothefront inawar zone. A
wonan. I naMsli mcount rythat does not cottontosuch
freevhed inginitiaive. Atervorki ngint heAP sRonebur eau,

shet ookover thei r
Vst ernA ri cabu
reau. Shehadcov-
eredvarsi nBosni a
andKosovo. A the
Kabu graduetion, |
i ntroducedher to
Brig. Gen. Thonas
Ninci no, thedsthi s
conmander. After
ashort conversa-
tion, vered i zedve
vered | Tu sams. It
vas| i kesoneki nd
cors regy.

Sortl ytheredf -
ter, | | eft GanpPhoeni x onanedi cal convoy operati onto
Nzar -1 - Shari f i nnorthernA ghani stan. Ater al ong, danger-
ousj our neyt hroughar ui ned Sovi et t unnel i nt henount ai n
pesses, vearriveda aB'i ti shconpoundi nt het pi ct uresoueci ty.
| | ear nedt wot hi ngsthere: (2) that t hed5t hhadacont i ngent of

Ben Fenwi ck

Fenwick grabbed his camera to catch
U.S. Special Forces returning fire on Al
Qaeda positions that had launched a
nighttime rocket attack on Camp Tillman.

“W t ook showers fromabarrel, aterice and beans or Arny rations, and
appreciatedthe aneniti es such asthetwo outhousesfor facilitiesand
asatelliteuplinkthroughwhichl wasallowedtofilestories.”

Correspondent Ben Fenwick stands on the ruins of Tarnak Farms, once an important Al
Qaeda outpost near Kandahar, Afghanistan. This base was destroyed by U.S. cruise
missiles during the Clinton administration.
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peacekeeper soperati ngi na“hat” prov-
i ncet hat hedr ecent | yhadanupri si ng,
and(2) that theBritswoul dflyne
there

Thet tineturnedout tobealreak-
throughfor nei nAf ghani stan. |
foundnysel f wththeunit’scom
nander, Lt. Gl . Hopper Smth, fora
roommat ei nt henud-bri ck shackt hat
servedast heheadquart er sfor “ Task
ForceSpartan.” Soartan’ snissi on
wast oadvi set he A ghanNat i onal
A nysa di ersint hepeacekeepi ngi n
Mynenah, thecapi td of Faryabprov-
i nce, awneat - growngpast ora reg on
filledw thunrest andopi um

St h, ankl ahonast at er epre-
sent at i ve f romTul sawho st epped
downfronhi sel ect edposi ti ontoarr
sver thecal | wththedsth, spent hi s
ti neshepher di ngauni t of veryi ndi -
vidu i stic, rugged® esd d ersi nan
evennoreruggedsetting. Vet ook
shoversfromabarrel , ateri ceand
beansor Arnyrati ons, andappr eci -
atedtheaneni ti essuchasthetwo



Ben Fenwi ck

Since the U.S. Army likes its soldiers clean-shaven, Fenwick
was not allowed to send back this shot of a bearded captain
leading a column of Afghan soldiers on patrol.

out housesfor faci i ti esandasatd | teud i nkt hroughvii chl ves
al lovedtofil estories. Theupl i nkvaseng neeredby Gapt . Mt t
Rei ten, anengi neeri ngFh. D st udent from8Ut ovhom stil |
oveanunier of beers.

| spert t hedayswi t hTask ForceSpartanpatra | i ngt hegreen
hi || sd ongt heborder wthTg i ki stan. Afewd thesepetrd svere
fireduponbut nostl ywerel eft al onebythewarl ords, who
nonet hel essresent edt heAneri canpresencei nthei r sensi ti ve
drug-grow ngregi on. Oefi el dof opi ungrewet t heendof the
runvay i nMyynenah, j ust out si det heconcerti naw reof Ganp
Satan

Areligi ousnan, Smthoncehel pedset upadrugt r eat nent
centerinTul sa. Hehada sodevel oped| egi sl ati ontorestrict
precur sor chenncal st onet hanphet anhneproducti on, | egi sl &
tionthat hashel pedrecent |yt ocur b@xl ahona snet hprobl em
St hresent edt heopi urrgr oner sbut al soknewhewas pover -
| esstost opproducti on. I nfact, Aneri canforcesvereordered
not t oundert akedr ugi nterdi cti onwhi | ei nA ghani st an.

“That’ sthepart of thisl red [ ydon' t like " Sithsa d. “But
I liketothi nkveareat | east keepi nganeyeonit.”

After norethant hreeweeks i nMeynenah, t he nmssi on
woundt oacl ose. | boardedaBitishflight backtokabul and
rej o nedt he45t hnai nbody at GanpPhoeni x. | wastiredand
thoughtful , about readytoreturntotheS ates. Hwvever, things
had opened upi nKabul . The press, whi chhad showedupin
drovesfor the" B nLadenhunt, ” vas gone, sear chi ngel sevhere

Ben Fenwi ck

Battle Capt. Matt Reiten mans the headquarters tent at Camp
Spartan, an airstrip occupied by the 45th during unrest between
the Afghan provisional government and local warlords.

forstories. | vasfreetogop acest hat bef orever ei npossi bl e.
My . B coarranged, andgot, aposi ti onfor new t hafi rebase
ont hePaki st anbor der wtht heSpeci al Forces. | tooktheoffer.

Asi x-hour hel i copter flight foundneat GinpPRat Ti | | nan,
nanedf or thef oat bal | star whodi edi nfi ghti ngonanearbyhil |.
| vesfanil i ar wththeareafromaprevi ousstoryl hadwitten
for TheVir|l d i nvhi ch45t hsa di ersandt hei r A ghancourt er -
part swer eantushedby 60A aeda. Theyki | | ed19bef oret he
A Qedauni tsretreat edbackacr osst hePaki stanborder. Thi s
vas definitel ywhat | hadi nagi nedl woul dseewhen| canet o
Adenstan

Wi | ethere, | j o nedabout asi xor sevenpatra sl edbyt he
Speci al Forcessa d ersi nchargedf thefirebase. Thenssi on
therevasverysensi tive, asl vasunabl et ophat ographor i nany
vayi denti fyt heGeenBeret si nchargedf theoperati onsthere.
| d soagreedvd utaril yt ohavenyst ori esrevi evedbyt hecanp
comnmander , aconpr om setowhi chnost j ournal i st swoul d
never agree. Neverthel ess, | felt conpel | edtobeassureas
possi bl el di dnat conproniset hesaf etyof theuni t. | foundt hat
nystori esrarel yneededrevi sing. Theonl yorel felt vasurfai r
vaswhen| was askedt ocut pi ct uresof regul ar 45t hsol di ers
becauset heyhadbear ds. TheAnydoesnat | i keregu ar sd d ers
o ow ngbear ds.

| al sogrewabeard. Af ghanl ocal sconsi der Aneri cans’
unshavenfacest obeanaf front. Havi ngabear dwhenengaged
i nregul ar cont act w t hAf ghans nadet he goi ngsnooat her .
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Fenwick flew into Afghanistan with the 279th infantry battalion but only photographed
its departure from Camp Phoenix, electing to remain for two more weeks to cover the

exodus of the 45th’s main body for Reuters and The Tulsa World.

Duri ngthi sparticul ar trip, thebasecaneunder fire. A
Qedauni ts, whi choper at edal ongt hebor der, set uprocket
attacksont hebaseduri ngtheful | noon. A 4a. mavad | eyof
r ocket sscreanedover t hecanp, rousi ngusout of our bunks. |
ranout i nny paj anas andt ook pi ct uresi nthetw i ght of the
Adghanunitsreturningfire. A Qeda srocket smssedt hebase
conpl et y, ausud occurrence. Qlyalittlelaerddlredi zel
hadrunout w t hout ny hel net or vest. Later attenptshythe
Soeci d Forcestocat cht hei nsurgent sverenet wthfrustrati on
eachtineast herebel swoul dj ust runback acr osst he bor der
wher et he Aner i cansverenot al | oned.

Ater about twoveeksat GanpTi | | nan, hi ki ngt hrought he
Uahlikecoutrysi dewthpatrds, | returnedtoFhoenix. Thi s
tinel felt | vasabout readytoret urnto ahona It vasJuy,
and| hadacconpl i shedasnuchas| coul dof what | hadset out
todo.

Thencaneanot her break. Thistine, 45t h-trai ned A ghan
uni tsj o nedw t ht heMri nesi nal argeoperati ont ot hesout h,
near Kandahar. Despi tenynisg vi ngs, | sei zedt hegpportuni ty.

That theregi onwas hot anddust y does not begi nt oconvey
theexperi ence. Dayti net enps soar edt 0120degr ees Fahren-
hei t. Thedust hadt heconsi st ency of tal cunpowder andl aya
foot t hi ckont hegroundof t henai noperati ngbase, Ganp
R pl ey. Thedust coveredeveryt hi ngandsti | | per neat es nuchof
thegear | tookw thne.

FonH pl ey, theMri nessent twotaskforcesnorthinto
Tal i bar+ hel dhi ghl ands. They sought out anfbushes anddr ove
purposel yi nt ot herrt of | ushout Tal i banfi ghters, thenkil | ed
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“Thistinel felt |
was about ready to
returnto Ckl ahona.

It was Jul y, and |
had acconpl i shed

o

i

as nuch as | coul d
of what | had set out
todo.”

t hemas soonast hei nsur gent sopenedfire.
I noneacti on, theMri neski | | edasnanyas
120, al argefi refi ght by A ghanst andar ds.

| spent 10daysw ththeMrinesi nan
operati oncal | ed” Thunder Road, ” com
d et e yi nont helri ef i ngsandperti ¢ peti ng
dai lyonthepatrd s. It washardgoi ng. V&
sl ept eachni ght ont her ocksal ongadri ed
creek bed, anokeandgot underway bef ore
dawn, andbeddeddownont her ocks agai n
aternigntfal. Thereveretvofirefigts
w ththeunit | hadj oi ned. | neach, no
Mri necasual ti esveretaken, but theykil | edtheTal i banunits
vhofiredonthem | hel i copt eredout ast heoperati onended. |
| at er di scover edl hadl ost 15pounds.

Bythistine | hadl i ngeredi nX ghani stanuntil it vasnearly
tinefor thed5thtopul | out. | deci dedtowvait twoweeksand
j o nthenai nbodyast heyl eft, coveringthel r departurefor The
Tul saVidr| dandf or Reuters. |t vasapoi gnant ti ne, andf raught
wthverry. Rrevi ousuni t shadconeunder fireduri ngtheir tine
| eavi ng Af ghani st anbecause A aedaand Tal i banwant edt o
denardl i zetheinternationd effort bykil lingsd d ersontheir
vay hone. Lucki |y, t hough, nosuchat t acks occurredont he
%Bh

I ntheend, t he45t hacconpl i shedi t snissi onof bui | di ngt he
certra corpsof theA ghanNati onal A ny, readyi ngt hecountry
tohavei tsfirst-ever freed ections. Vient hosed ecti onsvere
hd dthisfdl, theyfarnal | ysd ect edrimdkar zal asthecourtry’ s
first presi dent, agoa that woul dnot havebeennet wt hout the
45t H stra ningaf thearny.

M owngoal swerenet, too. | hadfol | onedt hepeopl ef rom
nyowst atei nt ot heVer onTerror andst ayedt hecoursew th
them | hadseen(kl ahonans, bornandbredinthi sstate,
var nedbyi t ssuns, taught i nitsschool sandl etteredinits
uni versi ti es, takeont het ask nandat edbyt hat Sept enfoer 11
threeyearsear|ier, andneet i t sneasure.

Andwe al | cane honeal i ve. -

BenFerwi cki saf red ancej aurrdl i st wiosearti cl esgqpear
regul arl yi nThe Xl ahonaGazet t e.



