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Theat naspherei sel ectri cwthexci t enaent andanti ci petion
whenMr i | ynHr nenakesher twce-yearl yvisits

tothe@JXhod of Misi ctoi npart toaspiring
vocal perfornersher experti se, w sdonmandencour agenernt .

Affépz‘m’

| ynHorne, wi del y r ecogni zed as one of t he gr eat Thenshel i stensfor t hesounds of t hevoi ce—qual ity and
si ngersi noperahi story, knonswhat it takesto properties. Next shel ooksfor expressi onast heysi ng.
nakei t i nthehi ghl yconpetitivefie dof voca - = Hmdly, shejust | ovesahi gpersord i ty.
perfornance. Ater 26year sasal ead ngl adyat theMtropd i - 2 Sedfinted yhasone

tanQper ai nNawYor kand39seasonsw t ht he SanFr anci sco Yet Mril ynHornei snot knownas at enper anen-
Quer g, shei sshari ngher experi ence, w sdonandadvi cewth ta d va, but asahard-verki ngt eanpl ayer. | nhi sbook
aspi ringsi ngersat thelhi versi tyof d ahona Geat 9 ngerson@Geat 9 ngi ng, aut hor Jer oneH nes
Asavisitingfacul tynenber, Hrnetravel sto sayst hat what stri keshi nmost forci blyi sthet there
Nor nant w ceeachyear t owor kwi t hst udent st hr ough i snosi ng eout standi ngattri butet hat propel | ed
inti nateprivat el essonsandsnal | st udi onast er Hornet ost ardom but rat her ahappy anal -
cl asses. At houghshevor ksw t hahandful of ganat i onof persi stence, energy, i nteligence
ot her uni versi ti es, Qust udent senj oy“fa and, of course, agredt vai ce.
varitech | d' statusintheti neandattertion | Shei sconfiortabl e, fri end yanddown-t o-
theyrecei vef romt hel egendary per f or ner earth “I’ vebeendescri bedasano- nonsense, get -
andt eecher. rigt-to-it person-andl’ vebeent d dpeod efi nd
Hr level of experti sei nspi resher studerts. thet toberefreshing,” sayskrre. “1’ nui rect.”
Exchyear, shel i st enst ot housandsdf si nger's, and S nce she beganwor ki ngw t hQJst udent s
w thher, firstinpressi onsdonakead fference. in1998, shehasnadeit cl ear tot hent hat t he
Seevd uat eshoat heyl ook, hoat heyar edr essed prof essi oni snot easy, that nanygreat si ngers
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Her master class performance completed, Durant graduate student Leslie Mangrum gets a
pointed critique from Marilyn Horne, whose twice-early stints at OU are legendary.

never nakei t. “Thebest advi cel cangi veyoungsi ngersi st hey
needtol earnhowtosing. | tell thentheynust | earnthe
techni cal aspect shef oret heystart vorryi ngabout waat they' re
goi ngtosing, ” sayshbrne. Breathi ngisthefoundati onof
si ng ng, shei nsi sts. Mster breat hi ng, andeveryt hi ngel sewl |

conef aster.

Hornenast eredt hat andnore. Her
phenonenal t echni que, coupl edwi t hher
ri ch, degpnezzo- sopranovai ce, hasg ven
pl easur et oaudi encest hr oughout t he
varld

FromPer f or ner t o Teacher
Hor newas bor ni nRennsyl vani aand
stud edinGlifornia Hr debut vasas
Hat ai n TheBart eredBri dei n1954, wth
t helLos Angel es Gui | d(pera. 1 n1970,
shenadeher Mt r opal i t anCper adebut
asAdal gi sai nt heoperaNorna
Thetransitionfronperfornerto
t eacher has coneeasi | ytotbrne. The
publ i cnast er ¢l assesshet eachesduri ng
her Qlisitsarepartrecitd, partlecture
denonstrat i onandpart noti vat i onal
semnar. Thel ear ni ngexperi encei surv
paral | el edf or youngsi nger sappeari ng
bef or eanaudi encet hat i ncl udes oneof
t hebi ggest nanesi nopera. Theski ngets
thi cker, andt hevoi cegrons st ronger as
Hornecri ti questhel r perfornance.
QUR esi dent Davi dBor enr ecogni zed
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nuchai r,” shesays.

e |

“Thebest advi cel cangi ve
youngsi nger si st heyneedt o
learnhovtosing | tel
t hemt hey nusst | earnt he
techn cal aspect shef arethey
start vorryi ngabout wiat

they regangtosing.”

thebenefit that cou dconefronthi s
typedf i nstructi onvhenHr nefirst
vi si ted QUi n1998t oi naugur at et he
Paul F. SharpGncert Hal | during
theded cati onof t hesecondphasecf
theGitlett MisicCnter. Henade
itclearthat hewantedher tobe-
coneavi sitingfacul tynenber.
Nowi nher fifthyear inthat rol e,
sheisstill ful of passi onandenergy
forthetask.

Thet eacher, wobdl i evesitisdll
about thest udent s, d sobd i eveseach
oneof t herrdeser ves soner eassur -
anceabout what ever pl ansheor she
hesfarlife Hornebd i evesi nteach
i ngt hrought heposi tive, not the

neceti ve
Vit chi ngt he Mast er Vér k

Inthefirst publi cnaster cl ass
duri ngher Novenioer 2004vi si t, she

tol donest udent, “I’ ngoi ngt ohavetostrai ntoconeupwth
sonet hi ng. Yousoundsobeauti ful.” Theseposi ti vewor ds cone
w t hapr of oundl evel of under st andi ngof thenosi citsel f. She
speaks about thepi eceasi f shevasact ual | yt herevihenF anz
Li szt wote QY Quandj edorsi n1842. “Dbi t wt hf ocus, not so
“Andl voul dl i ket ohear yousi ngit a the

pi anol evel hewate. | thi nkhevant edi t
sungnachsaofter.

“Seewvhat |’ mmaki ngyoudo. It’s
nareexci ti ngt hat vay, don' t yout hi nk?
Gabyour a r andgo. Thi nkhi gher. You
havet herd ati orshi ptoyour i nstrunernt.”

Her privat el essons begi nwi t hst u-
dent sdenanstrat i ngbreat i ng. Sel ooks
toseei f t hey have devel opedany bad
habi ts. Sete | ssi ngerst heyhavet oput
thei r bodyi ntosi ng ng. Secantd | wen
shehas got t ent hr ought oast udent, not
onl y bywhat shehear sbut al soby what
shesees. Oeastudent putsitall to
get her andget st heri ght sound, Horne
pronouncesit “just great.”

Andthereal | ygoodst udentsget it.
onsi der Laur aGnpt on, whoconest o
Nor nanfromt heti nywest ernM ssouri
townaof Apd etonGty, popul ati onl, 300.
Athi rd-year nast er’ sst udert i nvai ceat
QJ shea sovasoneadf 22si nger schosen
tostudy| ast sunmer at t he Musi ¢ Acad-
enyof theVést. Hornei sonfacul tyas
vocal programdirector at theSanta



Catlett Music Center’'s Pitman Recital Hall may be full of spectators, but for participants in Marilyn Horne’s master classes, such as

Edmond graduate student Garry Sloan, with accompanist David Bates, the focus is on the opera diva who dominates the stage.

Barbara, Glifornia institution. “Laurahedafantasti csum
ner, wor kedvery har dandt ook gi ant st eps, ” says Hor ne.
“Sheisquitespecial. It wll begoodtowat chher andsee
wher eshegoes. ”

Duri ngt he QJnast er cl assw t h Gonpt on, Hor ne coul d
berel ycorta nhersd f, | ooki ngl i keapr oudper ent asshevat ched
Gonpt onsi ngwhat Hornecal | s“at est
p ece.” Sehastaught S nwr w eder gut
by R char dS r auss nuneroust i nes, and
vwhenshesawi t ont hel i st Gonpt onwas
w |l ingtosi ngi nher nast er cl ass, shetd d
her “i f youhadt hegut stoput i t onyour
list, thenl’ ngoi ngt onakeyousingit.”

Hor nesananew evel of confi dencein
Gonpt on.  “ Laur aknewshe coul d nai |
thet aria. S ng ngt hat songgaveher ahi g
dosedf sl f-bd i ef . It’ sred | yvhet every-
oeneadsinlife”

theyverei nstant| yfri end yandl i kesld e. ij ust cl i cked.” Sone
ti nel at er vhenshevasi nVeshi ngton, D C, for aconcert at the
Wi t eHbuse, her vi sit i ncl udedagrandt our of the Senat e
chanfer sandcapi t ol areabyt her Senat or Boren. “\W& vebeen
friendseversince”

WWenheaskedher t obeconeavi si ti ngf acul t y nenfoer, she
coul dnot sayno. “Hehas nadet r enen-
dous physi ca andacadenncchangessi nce
coningtoQJ Youcanbui | dwonder -
ful bui | di ngs, but youal sohavet ofil |
themwi thgreat t eachers. Andhehas
doneboth. Hehasnadeit quitecl ear
that QJw | | have anaj or operapro-
gram”

Hornei sextrengl yi npressedw t h
therenovati onof Hil niergHal | aspart
of t he newDonal d W Reynol ds Per -
formngAtsCnter andbel i evesits
conpl eti onw | | beat r enendous boast

Bui | di ngAG eat Program

Hornebel i evest helhi versity svoi ce
program s begi nni ngt o pr oduce sone
excel | ent operaandcl assi cd si ngers. “I
knowbecausel ' vegi venl ot sof private
| essanssi neefi rst comnghere, ” saysHrne
Her commit nent t ot eachi ngQJ s st u-
dent si snai nl ybecausedf her fri endshi p
w t hRresi dent Borenandhal | y Shi Boren.

“Seevinat |’ rmaki ngyou

do. It’ snareexci ti ngt het

vay, don' t yout hi nk? Gab
your ai r andgo. Thi nk
hi gher. Youhavet he

“1 cari t renenioer theexact first tinel relatiorsh'pto oneof thegreat est si ngersof our ti ne
net them | thinkit wasi nGut hri evhen . . andi shonor edt ohaveher onthefacul ty.
| vas per formngaconcert. | renenter your | nstruner. “Shebringsgreat presti get oour voi ce

todl theartsat QJ

Thedi rect or of QJ soperaprogram
W lianferrara, agrees. “Hur presence,
a ongw t ht hegpeni ngof t heReynal ds
RerfornmingAtsCrter, presentsuswth
theopportunitytobuil doneof the
finest operatrai ni ngandperf or nance
progransi nthecountry.”

He consi ders Mari | ynHornet obe

Wnter 2005



Music students continue to benefit from an early friendship formed between opera star Marilyn

Horne, left, OU President David Boren, right, and First Lady Molly Shi Boren.

vhat todowthit. “Hereal ly
put nei ngear, ” shesays. “Hery
nadet hedi f f er encebet weena
real | ygoodcar eer andagr eat
career.” Hrnebel i evescon-
duct or snakegr eat coaches, and
al t houghLew s di edi n1996,
shesaysshecansti | | hear her-
sel f sayi ngt heexact thi ngshe
a vayssai dt oher.

Thest udent sandf acul ty at
QJar ereapi ngt hebenefi t s of
Hrne scareer, i nd ud ngt hei n-
fl uencedf her forner t eachers.
Thesei nf | uencescart i nuet oshgpe
val cest udent sat QUk oday.

Mri | ynHbrne’ sassoci ati on
wththelh versityanditsout-
st andi ngvoi ce pr ogr amwer e
thereasonsGiliforni anative
Joanna Taber choset o pur sue
her naster’ s degreeat QU
“S udyi ngw t hher i sanazi ng
becauseof t heveal t hof know -
edgeshehasandal | t hewon-
derfu storiesshetd | sfronher

andoper aprogramandhel psattract studentsfromal | over the past,” says Taber. “She’ sencouraging, but real istic. Se's

country. Shei sal soawonderful t eacher—agreat nusi ci an,

inepeeadtecncdan” Ferraracad d
not benor epl easedt hat Hor nehast aken
apersord i nterest i nt hedevel opnent of
QJ soperaprogram

Lady Luck

A thoughher career i stheresul t of
har dvor k, Horneal sobel i evesi nl uck.
“1" vebeenl ucky i nsonany ways, and
you' vegot tohaveacerta nanount of
[ uck, ” shesays. Sefed sl uckya ageei gt
t ohavef oundaveonder f ul voi cet eacher
i nher littl eRennsyl vani ahonet ownof
10,000. Thenher fanl ynovedtoGili -
forni anhenshewas 11, andshest udi ed
wthaseri esof t eacher sbef oreher | ast
fornal teacher a thelhi versitydf South
ernGifornia Wi amvennard.

But per haps t he per sonwhohadt he
greatest i nfl uenceonher car eer vas her
f orner husband, Henry Lew s, who
gal nedw der espect asaconductor, i n-
strunentd i st andpi oneer i nthed assi ca
nusi cwor | d. Horne' st eacher andri ght
hand” t aught her about expr essi onand
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“Youcanbui | dwonder ful

bu | d ngs, but youal sohave
tofill thenwthgreat t each
ers. Andhehasdonebot h.
Hehasnadei t qui tecl ear

that Quw || haveanaj or

Oper apr oy am”

passi onat e andvant s yout odoyour very best andnot hi ng

les”

Taber adnt sshevasal i ttl enervous
thefirst ti neshenet Hrne. Shevanted
tobeperfect for her, but hadt or enenfoer
it vasal esson. “I vant edt onakeagood
firstinpression, but | vaski ndof star
struck. . . sheisMrilynHrne. | even
rent edaDvDof her fromoneof the Ed
Sl i vanshows. Shei sanazi ng. ”

V@r | d yInfl uence

Hrre si nfl uencecr cssesi nterreti od
bor dersasve | .

Cel i a Zanbone, aDecenber 2004
or aduat ew t habachel or of nusi cal arts
i nvoi ceand Engl i sh, canet o QJfrom
N ce, France, asanexchangest udent .
Arivi ngi nNor nant ost udy Engl i shf or
asenaster i nthefa | of 2000, shesawt he
| evel of educati onof feredthroughQJ s
Shoal of Misi candext endedher st ay.

Shehasvor kedw t hHornei npri vat e
| essonsandnast er ¢l assesandconf esses
shed sovesnervausinitidly. “Hrel vas

si ng ngi nfrort of thi slivi ngencycl ope-



It is difficult to tell who enjoys her master classes more, Marilyn Horne or her OU students.

From left are accompanist Kayla Paulk,

graduate students Joanna Taber and Leslie Mangrum, Horne, and graduate students Garry Sloan and Rebekah Kirtley-Ambrosini.

d aof vocal techni queandvocd |iterat ure,” saysZanione. Se
had hear d Hor newas har d-wor ki ngandf oundt hat t obet r ue,

but shewoul dnot vant i t any ot her way.
“Vearenot i nvitingher heretotel |l us
that we arewonderful . V¢ need her
know edget ochal | engeandnouri shus. ”

@l | engeshedoes. Hrnetd | syoung
si nger st heyneedt obeS0per cent at hl ete
andS0per cent nusi ¢i an. “1 vant tosi ng
opera, ” says Zanone. “Muri | yntbrne
hast aught nei t i sahardandconpeti ti ve
busi ness. | ancomnmittedtof ocuson
si ngi ngt ot hebest of nyabi I ityandto
gettingcl oser tot hi sgoal everydayasl
enj oynysel f naki ngnusi c. ”

Maki ng an | npact
Kennet hFuchs, director of t heSchod
of Misi ¢, ternsHrneaninspiration.
Hesaysit hashbeenexciti ngtoseet he
grovt hinqual ityat theschod si nceshe
becaneavi si ti ngguest artist. “Sei sone
of theni cest peopd el ’ veever nat. e sa

fabul ousarti st wthan cepersond ity—

twothi ngsthat nornal | ydon't goto-
get her,” says Fuchswthagrin. H
st ressest hei nport anced st udert shei ng

“Peopl eask nevihenar eyou
o ngtoretire?| sayretire
townat ? Asl ongasl fed

goodandconti nuetolikeit,

[wilteech”

cl osetoagreat arti st i keHorne, vhorepresent sthereal i tyof
nusi casapr of essi on. “Acareer i nnusi ci shar dvork, andt he

i nsi ght sheg vest ot hest udert si sagr eat
aft.”

Dol oresLeffingnel | hasbeenvor ki ng
wthst udent sat Qf or 14year sasava ce
prof essor. Sherecogni zest hei npact
Hor nei s havi ngonst udent s but al so
stressest heberefit tof acu ty. “ Severks
w t hadogged det er minati on. She
doesn' t pauset orel ax. Shenovesfrom
onet echni cal i nci dent t oanot her, al -
ways weavi ngt hrought hel essont he
real goal svhi chsheconstant|yworks
tovard,” saysLeffingwel |. “It’sj ust
vonderful teaching, andit hel psal | the
Vo ceteachers.”

Shedescri best hei npact onst udent s
asstartling. Becausestudentsfronthis
regi onhavenot hadstrongrol enodel s
for goerati cordassicd sing ng, Mrilyn
Horne si nfl uencei sextraord nery. “Mst
of t hesest udent shaven' t hadst rongnor
si cal backgrounds, but t heyhavebeat i -
fu va ces,” saysLeffingve |. “It’ sheen
dfficuttoget themoseetha rpatertid .
But vhenyouhaveanagni fi cent arti st
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For Joanna Taber, left, a hug from Marilyn Horne, with the warmth and encouragement it
symbolizes, makes the hard work of her disciplined teaching sessions worth all the effort.

vor ki ngw t hst udent s, t heywant t odevel opdi sci pl i neand
confi dence. Thi ski ndof arti sti cpresence, wththehi storyof

Mri | ynHorne' s per f or nancei nt he20"
century, hesj ust cat d yzedt hesest udert s
torea | yworkandacconpl i shnoret han
theythought possibl e.”

Wien speaki ng about her own ac-
conpl i shnent's, Hor nesays qui t ehum
bl ythat shehaswonafewG anmys. She
nentionsrecogni ti onfronthecityof
Ml an, Italy, andt heLegi onof France,
| ongevi tynedal sfronmtheMtropalitan
(per aandt he Los Angel es Gui | d Gper g,
and| ot s of honorarydoct orates. And
whi | eshei squitehonoredbyal | the
attention, shesaysthenast neani ngf ul
accol adesaret hoset hat honor her life-
ti neachi evenent, i ncl udi ngt he Kennedy
Cent er Honorsandt heNati onal Medal
o theAts.

At houghshehas beeni nundat edw th

honar s, shereachedapoi nt i nher [ife—

her 60" bi rt hday i n 1993—ahen she
deci dedi t vasti net og veback, but it vas
d fficut deci d nghow Sekept return
i ngtotheideacf recital s. “I’ vesung
hundreds, but it istrul yanendangered
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“1’ vebeencomng(toQ)
farseverd years. |’ nsed g
trenendous progr ess, andi t
j ust var ngny cockl es, ” says
Horne. “Thi sisal | about
them VWal | want thento
ahesthdrpaetid.”

speci es,” saystbrne. Soshe
createdtheMril ynHorne
Foundat i ontofundrecital s
and hel pener gi ngsi ngers.
Thef oundat i on has f unded
per f or nancesi nnear | y40ci t -
i esandhel pedat | east 100
SrEs

“1 knowny f oundat i onhas
hadaneani ngf ul ef fect, and
theqeityisred | yh gh " says
Horne, “but | want todo
nore.”

Sehasbeenacti ve yhel p-
i ngpeopl et hr oughout her ca
reer, al vaysgoi ngtheextra
nl et onakeaper sonal phone
cal, sendanenai | or witea
reconmendat i on.

When asked howshe
hopes t o be r enenber ed,
she shows t he candor f or
whi ch shei s known by say-
i ngshewoul dliketogo
downinhistoryasatruly
great singer. “1’'dbetter;

I"veworkednywhol elifeforit.”
Andshewoul dnot mindonelittlebitif her | egacyincl udes

bei ngagreat t eacher, nat her andgrand-
not her. Her futurepl ansi ncl udetwo
t hi ngs—gr andchi | drenandt eachi ng. Se
hashadnany of fer sfor hi gh- | evel posi -
tions. “1” vebeensoundedout , but t each
i ng—For ne, i sj ust abl ast, ” shesays.
“Peopl e ask newhenar eyougoi ngt o
retire?| sayretiretownat ? Asl ongasl
fed goodandcontinuetolikeit, | wll
teech

“1" vebeencomng(toQ) for severa
years. |’ mseel ngt renendous pr ogr ess,
andi t j ust var nsnycockl es,” saysHorne.
“Thi sisal | about them Veal | vant them
toach eetharpatetid.”

Thelittlegrl fronthesnal | tomnof
B adf or d, Rennsyl vani a, saysyounever
knownher eyouwi | | fi ndagresat t eacher.
Andyounever knowhereyouw | | find
agreat talent. InhMrilyntorne, the
Uhi versi tyhasfoundboat h, -

Damatértl ey, AR '8pr, '9%njourn,
isafred ancewiter, ed tor andpubl i ¢
rdaiasacasltat.



