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This fixed-distance air cannon was one of many student-designed contraptions aimed at
providing a memorable introduction to engineering by flinging pumpkins through the air.
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TOP: An array of long-distance (3/4 mile) air cannons greets Pumpkin Toss spectators. The competition winner, at 7/8 of a mile, topped
the world record set by a professional group of “punkin chunkers.” OU is the only U.S. university in the pumpkin-tossing business.
BOTTOM: Contestants in the short-range, slingshot design division hurl a pumpkin down the firing range on OU’s North Campus.
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thel nt roduct i ont oEhg neeri ngcour sefi reupt he
cont rapti onst hey havedesi gnedandbui | t, send-
i ngt hoseround, ca oredgourdsof f i nt ot heat no-
stee

The Punpki nToss was adapt edby el ectri cal
and conput er engi neeri ngpr of essor JohnFagan
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An exuberant professor John Fagan watches
the finale of the course he teaches with
engineering colleague Hillel Kumin.

With skies threatening more of the rain that had drenched the firing area,
engineering student Riley Wade Douthit, in a scene reminiscent of the movie Dr.
Strangelove, mounts his air cannon to take aim on a target down range.
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S udent Krystal Bessey, whoset eam
bui I t anai r cannonnadef r omapr opane
tark, val veand15-f oct pi pe, saysshevas
shockedwhenshefi rst | ear nedt hat she
andher cl assnat eswoul dbeexpect ednat
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ABOVE LEFT: Parents at the annual
competition nearly outnumber participants,
many citing the Toss as the highlight of
their offsprings’ OU experience.

BOTTOM: At an air cannon’s breech
end, ammunition awaits launching.
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hi mandKunint oext endani nvi tationto
courseal unmi andnentoer sof thepubl i c
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ci tedabout da nganythingintheir i ves.”
Bessey' s Runpki nTossexperi encehas
onlysd i d fi edher deci si ont opur suean
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sponsi b lity, andal o of fai thvasputin
us. | red i zedt hat therei snoretoeng -
neeri ngt hant heact ual j obdescri pti on.
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