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OU BASKETBALL" S

“Mina Dr ake”

A SELF- PRCFESSED BASKETBALL JUNKI E,
THI S 96- YEAR- OLD SOONER THRI VES
ON A KNOALEDGE OF THE GAME AND THE
PLAYERS THAT | S SECOND TO NONE.

By Jay C. UPCHURCH

1

B, di dyouseet hevay our Sooner sgot ont heboardstoni ght! That’ s how
youbeat at eant i keTexas, ” of fersMrt| eDrake, pa nti ngdomt ot hestil | - buzzi ng
Ll oydNobl eCGnter court i ntheaft ernat hof G ahonal sthri | 11 ng64-60vi ct oryover
t he 11t h- r anked Longhor ns.

“It’scertain yathrill tobeat Texas, but hopef u | ywecandot hesanet hi ngwhen
kl ahona S at econesi nhere. There’ snot hi ngnoref unt hanbeat i ngCaU ”

Adw ththat, Ms. Orakeandher daught er, DonnaPRendar vi s, naket hel r vayt o
thearenaexit. Another ganei nt hebooksf or t he Sooners, anot her ni ght of seat -

squi rnnngexci t enent andheartfel t cheeri ngi nMs. Drake’ sanazi ngj our ney.

“Lifeitse fisanadventure, but bei ngt hewi f edf abasket bal | coachi sani ncredi bl eadvert ure, ”
shesays.

That i shonshedescri bedher rel ati onshi pw t hl at ehusband B uce r ake50year sago, duri ngt he
hei ght of hi stenureas QJ shasket bal | coach, andi t i sthevay shedescri besher | i f et oday.

A 96, shei st ooyoungt obeconsi der edt he Mt her of kl ahonaBasket bal | . The Sooner spl ayed
their first ganei n1907, al nast tvof ul | yearsbef oreMrt | eToshDr akevashborn. Brenso, that does
not st opseveral generati onsof forner QJpl ayersfronreferri ngtoher as“MnaDr ake. ”
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Myrtle and Bruce Drake, flanked by daughters Deonne, left, and Donna, right, celebrate
the coach’s 1973 induction into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.

For nochdf thel ast @ ght decades, she
hasbeenafi xt ureat Sooner ganes. Fom
theti neBruceDrakepl ayedhi sfirst
contest therein1928, tothetinehe
retiredastheSooners' headcoachaft er
the 1954- 55season, Ms. Drakeworea
pat ht ot he QJH el dHbuse. Shewvas her
husband shi ggest fan, t heprogramsnast
| oyal support er andasecondnot her t o
basi cal | y every pl ayer who donned a
S0y j ersey.

“She sabsd ud ythebest, j ust ani n-
credi bl el ady, ” expl ai nsTedQnens, Wo
pl ayedf or Goach Drake froml1949t o
1951 andwhol at er coached20seasons at
theUhi versi tydf Kansas. “Sehasa vays
beensuchasveet, caringl ady. | bel i eve
anyonevhopl ayedduri ngt hat eravoul d
describeit asafannl yenvi ronnent, a
hone away f r omhone. ”

TheDrakescort i nuedt oberegul arsat
hone ganes over t henext 20year s, even
after t heSooner st radedt hecazy carfi nesof
thed dH el dHbusef or anewhonei nsi de
thell oydNobl eGarter i n1975. Util his
deat hi n1983, BruceandMrt | eDr akesat
si de-by-si de vt chi ng, absor ki ngandcheer -
i ng—Farel ynmissi ngagane.
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I nsoneways, basket bal | vaslikea
bondt hat hel pedthei r narri agel ast 50
years. |t was sonet hi ngt hey al ways
shared, d ongw t hadeep, abi di ngl ove.

Basket bal | t ookt herar oundt hever | d
topl acesl i keG eece, vhere@achDr ake
gavedet ai | edcl i ni csont hegane. They
at tendedt heH rdl Four everyyear, sitting
W t hawho' swhoof coachi ngl egends
that of t eni ncl uded John Woden and
Herry | ba, andt heywereregul arsat the
B gH ght Tour nanent i nKansas G ty.

“Mt her al wvays hadsuchadnirati on
andrespect for Caddy. H scareer vasher
career,” says DonnaPendarvi s, the
younger of theDrake’ stwodaught ers.
“Hei ncl udedher i neveryaspect of hi s
career andl i fe, andshehel pedprovi dea
foundat i onof support andl ovet hat vas
i nmeasur abl e. Theywereagreat coupl e.”

I nt heyear ssi nceher husband spass-
i ng, Mrtl eDrakehasconti nuedher un-
vaver i ngsupport of (kl ahonabasket -
bl |. Seisasd f-prof essed besket bal |
j unki € whost udi esand| ovest heganeas
nuch nowas she di d when her husband
vas coachi ng.

Wenshei snot wat chi ngbasket bal |
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or var ki ngonaned her persondl prgj ects,
Ms. Drakei sadanant about stayi ngin
touchwt hnanyof thepl ayer sandfri ends
whohavet ouchedher i f eover t heyears.
Andt her eobvi ousl y have beennany.

“That’ soneof thenwost rewardi ng
aspect sabout our | i fet oget her—tHhepeod e
wenet andal | of t he young nenwho
pl ayedfor Bruce, sonany wonder f ul
re ationshi ps,” saysMs. Dake. “I prob-
abl yenj oy nost t heassoci ati onl have
wthall of thepl ayers. Theywerevery
of teni nour hone, andt heywerel i keour
extendedfanily. Innynind, those
re aiash psaefaeve.”

Ms. Drake' sl oya tyandsupport have
not goneunnot i cedby current QJnen’ s
coachkel vi nSanpson. Herecogni zest he
bri dgeshepr ovi dest ot hehi st arydf Sooner
basket bal |, andhevasadri vi ngf orcei n
naningt he newll oydNobl eCGent er nen' s
practi cefad lityfa BuceDake

Duri nghi s10-pl usseasonsat theQJ
hel m Sanpsonhasf or gedaspeci d fri end
shi pw t ht hewonanhedescri besas“ one
o thenast graci aus, inspirati ond peod e
I” veever net.

“Her know edge of t he gane and,
norei nportant |y, her know edgeof the
hi st oryof G ahonabasket bal |, | sanaz-
i ng,” Sanmsoncont i nues. “ Shesends ne
stori esonher husbandor j ust not es of
encour agenent fromtinetotine. Ms.
D aked vaysknovst heri ght t hi ngst osay.

“@achDrakel ef t ani nportant | egacy
behi nd, andMrtl ei stheH rst Lady of
that | egacy. Sherepresent sanerat hat
hel pednakepossi bl enany of thet hi ngs
wearedoi ngheret oday. ”

Borni nChi ckashatwoyearsaft er
(kI ahonast at ehood, Mrtl eToshsplit
tinelivi ngw thher not her andgrand-
not her af ter her parent sdi vorced. She
grewupi nMaingumand | at er Ckl ahona
Gty, vheresheattendedCentral Hgh
Shool andevent ual | ybegandat i ngTom
Qwurchill, onedf thestat € snast promn-
nert prepatH etes.

Churchi || graduat edi n 1926 and
| andedat Quonabasket bal | schd arshi p.
Wi | et here, hebecanecl osefriendswth
Drake, anot her Gentral H ghgrad, wo
had st ayedout of school ayear bef ore
opti ngtopl ayf or t heSooners.

“1 renener exact | yhom net B uce.
| wasdat i ng Torret thetine, and| had



conet o Nor nanf or ast at e hi ghschool
trackneet,” expl a nsMs. Drake. “They
wer e stayi ngat t he ATOhouse, and|
dr opped by t 0 see Tom \Wen he cane
out tothecar, Brucecanew thhim”

Dr ake nade suchagoodi npr essi on
t hat whent het woendedupi nt he sane
By i shcl assthefd | owngsenaster, dat -
i ngseened| i ket henat ural next st ep.

“Tormand | had br okenup, and B uce
cd | edt oaskneonadate. | said' yes,” ad
weknewfai rl ysoonafter westarting
goi ngout that wewereri ght for each
other,” recal | sMs. Drake, woearneda
degr eei nhoneeconon cs.

The coupl evaswedduri ngt hespring
breakof Ms. Drake’ sfina senester at
QUin1933. Threeyearsearlier, after
coml eti ngasucoessfu cd leg aeath etic
career that sawhi mearnA | - Aneri ca
honor si nbasket bal | andal sol etterin
bot hf oot bal | andtrack, Brucelrake
tookaj obasassi stant tol ong-ti neQJ
basket bal | coach High MDer not t .

Prior tothe 1938- 39 season,
MDer not t resi gned hi s hoops post to
beconef ul | -ti nechai rnanof QJ skhysi -
cal Educati onDepart nent, t husopeni ng
thedoor for Draket obegi nal7-year run
at thehel m H s Sooner s appearedin
t hr ee NCAATour nanent s, advanci ng
tw cetotheH nal Four, incl udi ngthe
1946- 47 seasonvhent hey | ost toHl y
Q@ ossi nt he chanpi onshi pgane.

“| wat ched Brucepl ay ganesi nt he
H el dHbuse, and| wat chedhi ncoacha
| ot of ganesthere. Chny, | | ovet hat
pl ace, " saysNis. Drake, refl ecti ngonher
timeasthew feof oneof coll ege
besketbdl |’ sari g ndl i movat ors. “Q@ed
thereasons|’ nsogppreci ati vedf Kel vin
Sanpsonand hi s program s because he
recogni zest hehi storyaf Qubasketbal |,
andheentoracesit. That neanssovery
michtoneandal | of t he peopl e who
canebef orehi m”

Ms. Drakeconti nuest oserveasam
bessadaor f or Qubasket bal |, send ngcar ds
andnot est onany of t hef or ner pl ayers
whospent tineinher |'i vi ngroomand
ki t chenat 1224Trout Sreet, | ocat edj ust
twobl ockseast of theH el dHbuse. She
keepst hemappri sedof current events
anda vaysd fersher generosshospitd ity
whenany of t henr et urnt o Nor nan.

“Wen | was coachi ng at Kansas,

Robert Taylor

“Oredf thereasons
| nsogoored i ved
Kel vi nSanpsonand
hi sprogram sbecause
herecogni zesthehi s-
toryof Qubesketbal |,
andheentr acesi t.
That neanssovery
muchtoneandal | of
t he peopl ewho cane
bef orehi m”

over thel ast 80years. Shehascheered
andcri edanddancedi ntheal sl es, andshe
has enj oyedeverynonent of i t.

“Ndt her | i vesbywhat shebel i evesin,
startingfirst wthGud. Sheisavery
spiritual | ady,” says DonnaRendar vi s,
vihosed der si ster, Beore, livesinGl i -
fornia “She sal soveryi ndependent and
Oetai | -oriented. She sa vaysvorki ngon
sonenewprg ect. Her daysareveryvel |
pl anned. But nat hi ngnakes her happi er
t hanwvat chi ngt he Sooner s. ”

Itiswet shelivesfor.

Andbeat i ngkl ahonaS at e, ast he
Soonersd dtvoni gt safter thei r January

At the dedication of the Bruce Drake Men’s Practice Court, Myrtle Drake receives
mementos from Coach Kelvin Sampson, center, and Athletics Director Joe Castiglione.

Mana Or ake usedt o send ne i nspi r a-
ti ond notesthat a vaysput asml eonny
face,” TedQnensrenenbers. “Thenote
night not say anyt hi ngabout basket bal |
util thel ast line, andit vasa vaysthe
sang: ‘ Teddy, youhavet owor k noreon
freethrovs.”’

“Don t thinkl didn t takeher advice.”

Throughgoodt i nes and not sogood
tines, Mrtl eDrakehas seenkl ahona
besket kel | a everystaged i tsevd wion

22wi nover Texas—wel |, that isrea |y
vietitisadl about.

“I can' t thi nkof abetter vaytospend
twohours, ” sheadds. “Ul essof course,
W rebeati ngthemwpi nSillvater. That
nakesit evennaorespeci a .” -

Jay C Upchur cheover st heQupart sscene
for Sooner Mgazi ne. Heal soi sedi tor of
Soorersl | ustrat edadsport scd unm st
forthekl ahonaGazette.
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