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On the Cover  • First stop for newcomers to 
OU’s Norman campus is the Visitor Center, where 
they are given a warm welcome, a glossy map and 
a knowledgable tour guide. Sooner Magazine can’t 
send its readers the tour guide, and the welcome 
must be assumed, but the colorful map has been 
reproduced for those who would like to trace 
developments that can only be called remarkable.
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 2	 MAKING AN IMPACT
	 OU athletes call her “Coach,” but it’s a term of respect, even 

affection. Tiffany Byrd’s job is improving nutrition, hydration, 
recovery time and ultimately, performance.

 6	 WINDOW ON THE WORLD
	 Her popular radio program is a sideline for Dean Suzette 

Grillot, one that exposes an ever-growing audience to experts 
on the news behind the international headlines.

11	 FAITH, FATE AND BASKETBALL
Ted Owens dreamed of becoming head coach at OU, his alma 
mater. When that didn’t happen, another door to coaching 
success opened for him as a Kansas Jayhawk.

15	 A VISITOR’S GUIDE TO OU
For alumni who don’t get back to the campus often—or 	
perhaps not at all—and even for those who do, Sooner 
Magazine offers a quick overview of the way it is today.

20	 FROM EMPTY FIELD TO RESEARCH MECCA
The old WWII navy base buildings are long gone, being 
rapidly replaced on OU’s south campus by a bevy of research 
facilities that are drawing national attention.

26	 THE CLINICS THEY CALL BEDLAM
The name is a little odd but the purpose of this community 
partnership is pure poetry—OU-Tulsa students and healthcare 
volunteers serving those who need them most.

Article on Page 15. 
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