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On the COver  •  Trent Ray of Norman gets up 
close and personal with a simulated tornado, just 
one of the eye-popping features of OU’s new Radar 
Innovations Laboratory on the University Research 
Campus, just west of Lloyd Noble Center. See article 
“Ahead of the Storm” on Page 4. Photo by Robert 
Taylor
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  4 AHEAD OF THE STORM 
The University of Oklahoma leads the nation in all things 
weather-related. The remarkable new Radar Innovations 
Laboratory only enhances and expands that reputation.

10 FOSTERING HOPE
 Foster parents face many challenges in blending the children 

in their care into their families, one of which is dealing with 
heath needs that can be complex and expensive to treat.

14 THE SWEET TASTE OF SUCCESS
Reese Travis, a former walk-on who lettered on the 2000 
national championship football team, has gone on to head 
one of the country’s fastest growing food-service chains.

18 THE WOW! FACTOR AT BIZZELL
Step into the elevator at the University’s main library, go 
down a level and enter a world of collaborative learning made 
possible by the latest information technology.

24 BRIDGING THE GAP
A College of Engineering summer program offers entering 
freshmen a hands-on opportunity to explore academic options 
through a competition Rube Goldberg would have loved.

28 SPLASH, DASH AND RIDE
Not all gifted athletes on the OU campus are to be found 
among the student body. Three of the most notable are 
internationally competitive triathletes who have day jobs.
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