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On the Cover • The legendary Fountain of the Four Rivers in Rome is just 
one of the historic spots visited by the Sightseeing Sooners on its “Portrait of Italy” 
tour.  The OU Alumni Association offers 30 educational travel opportunities a year 
from the wilds of Tanzania to the French provincial countryside. See story, page 6
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IN EACH ISSUE —

   2     Sooner Shorts  • News and Events

 4 Your Letters
18     Sooner Nation OU alumnus Larry Merchant, who was at ringside when a young upstart named 

Muhammad Ali beat Sonny Liston, would go on to become the best-known boxing analyst in the nation.

24 The Big Idea How do you provide farm-to-table produce on a college campus? Grow your own gardeners.

32    Postscript • President Boren celebrates his first 50 years of public service

33   Epilogue • Celebrating “DBo”
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