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24   The Big Idea • How did a team at OU-Tulsa help a young girl learn to play the violin?			 
 16	 Sooner Nation • Director of Gettysburg Foundation believes conciliation can follow conflict.

32  Postscript • Decisions, decisions 
 33  Epilogue • Ellison Hall, OU’s first infirmary

On the Cover • Dr. George Henderson was the driving force behind the 
creation of the Department of Human Relations. Fifty years later, the innovative 
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     4	 THE HUMANS BEHIND HUMAN RELATIONS  In 1969, Dr. George 
Henderson was ready to leave OU. Instead, he stayed and founded a department that has trained generations of 
students to recognize and combat discrimination through education.

  9	 RAINY DAY WOMAN An assistant professor in the College of Atmospheric and Geological 
Sciences is using a prestigious grant from the National Science Foundation to advance the science of rainfall 
prediction and to help students succeed by changing stereotypes of what it means to be a scientist.

13	 A PANDEMIC DISRUPTS ‘BUSINESS AS USUAL’  The Price College 
of Business and the OU Center for Intelligence and National Security are hosting an online series, The Pandemic 
Threat: Risks and Impacts of COVID-19, focusing on the most critical issues of the pandemic.

		 18	 THE NEUSTADT PRIZE TURNS 50  An upstart literary prize that was Sooner born 
and Sooner bred has reached the half-century mark and has gained international respect as the “Oklahoma Nobel.” 
A new anthology captures 50 years in the words of the winning writers.

26	 FAVORITE SON  The only son of a Sooner who was part of Barry Switzer’s 1985 national 
championship team, James Winchester took his father’s inspiration and determination from Owen Field to a Super 
Bowl victory for the Kansas City Chiefs.
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