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15  The Big Idea • How do you help rural residents manage chronic diseases far from urban hospitals? 
 22 Sooner Nation • Once a small-town girl, entrepreneur Gail Davis makes big impact in Dallas

30  Letters • Athletes show leadership on and off the field
 32  Postscript • Athletes show leadership on and off the field

33  Epilogue •  Merv Johnson bids farewell

On the Cover • OU students returned this fall to smaller classes, outdoor 
classrooms and mandatory mask-wearing in response to university health care 
professionals who are on the front lines of fighting the novel coronavirus. 
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     4 CORONAVIRUS 101  With the return of in-person instruction and on-campus living this fall, the 
University of Oklahoma adapts to a new normal of higher education in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

10 HEART OF A DRAGON  When a catastrophic motorcycle accident threatened to take the life 
of top OU radar researcher Caleb Fulton, family and friends on two campuses said, “Not on our watch.”

17 THE SOUL OF A POET  The son of migrant workers, OU alumnus Tomás Rivera used the power 
and beauty of language to tell stories of the people he knew and became a pioneering voice for Chicano literature.

  25 THE RETURN OF FOOTBALL  With capacity limited to 25% in stadiums and 
cardboard cutouts in the stands, the Big 12 provides the closest thing to normal for college towns that are ready for 
something to cheer.
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