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 4 THE LOVE SONGS OF HONORÉE FANONNE JEFFERS  
  A chorus of accolades is washing over poet, novelist and OU Professor Honorée Fanonne Jeffers for her latest book, 

“The Love Songs of W.E.B. DuBois,” an Oprah’s Book Club selection and winner of the 2021 National Book Critics 
Circle Award for fiction. 

10 DEAR BORIS  In 1958, a fan letter from OU student Ronald K. Jones to the author of “Dr. Zhivago” 
sparked a response that caught the keen attention of the FBI, as well as that of scholars and museums.

17 FIGHTING FOR THE WELL-BEING OF CHILDREN  A new OU-
Tulsa master’s degree program is arming educators like social worker and former U.S. Navy gunner’s mate Jay Silk 
with knowledge to help students confronting trauma and obstacles.

 20 A FOND FAREWELL  Alumni, family members and friends remember the indomitable spirit of 
Pride of Oklahoma Marching Band director “Coach” Gene Thrailkill.

28 MAKING CONNECTIONS  Solving society’s toughest problems through big data and 
research partnerships? That’s the unlikely charge of David Ebert, head of OU’s Data Institute for Societal Challenges.
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