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ON THE COVER
Scholars-at-Risk 
Program members 
Feroz Bashari, 
Myo Win and 
Husnia Hazara. 
Story on pg. 8. 
Photo by Shevaun 
Williams.
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SOONER MAGAZINE

Sooner Magazine is published quarterly by the University of Oklahoma Foundation Inc. with 
private funds at no cost to the taxpayers of the state of Oklahoma. The magazine is printed by the 
Transcript Press, Norman, Oklahoma, and is intended primarily for private donors to the University 
of Oklahoma and members of the University of Oklahoma Alumni Association. Opinions expressed 
are those of the author and do not reflect the official position of the University of Oklahoma or the 
University of Oklahoma Foundation Inc.

Archived copies of Sooner Magazine are available on the University of Oklahoma Foundation Inc. 
website: http://www.oufoundation.org.

Copyright 2023 by the University of Oklahoma Foundation Inc.  Address all inquiries and changes 
of address to: Editor, Sooner Magazine, 100 Timberdell Road, Norman, OK 73019-0685.  Phone: 
405/321-1174; email: soonermagazine@ou.edu.

Maura McAndrew
WRITER

Maura McAndrew holds 
BA and MA degrees in 
English and film studies. 
She works in the College 
of International Studies, 
teaches an OU film course 
and is a musician. 

Jay C. Upchurch
WRITER
Jay C. Upchurch, OU ’82 
BFA Art and Design, has 
been editor-in-chief of 
Sooner Spectator for 19 
years. When not writing or 
editing, Jay can be found 
traveling or playing golf.

Dana Branham
WRITER

Dana Branham, OU ’17 BA 
Journalism, is a communica-
tions professional who report-
ed for The Oklahoman and 
The Dallas Morning News. 
She enjoys spending time 
outdoors with her husband 
and their beloved pit bull.

Sooner Shorts
News and Events

The Big Idea
How can scientists make it easier 
for doctors to administer spinal 
anesthesia through artificial 
intelligence?

Epilogue
Revisiting the 1960s 
and '70s through 
a trove of Sooner 
Magazines.
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Lest We Forget 
Cedomir “Cheddy” 
M. Sliepcevich
brought a new era of
engineering to OU.

6

Sooner Nation
United States Auto 
Club midget car 
racer and recent 
OU grad Taylor 
Reimer drives even 
faster than she flew 
through the air as 
an OU cheerleader.

4
EDITOR
Anne Barajas Harp

ASSISTANT EDITOR
Sharon Bourbeau

ART DIRECTION
Walker Creative, Inc.
Steven Walker, Christopher 
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8
A Safe Haven for Scholars
The Scholars-at-Risk Program 
brings international faculty 
displaced by conflict to OU 
classrooms.

16
Stepping Out of the Towers’ 
Shadows
Goodbye, Adams Center. Hello to 
a new era of residential housing.

20
Collections Make the 
Connection
A recently opened Fred Jones 
Jr. Museum of Art gallery helps 
bring artworks into any OU 
course.

24
The Key to Generation Z
OU’s Lindsey + Asp unleashes 
their three-year, nationwide 
study to help marketers reach 
young customers. 

28
Judging the Public/Private 
Education Fight
OU Professor Deven Carlson is 
one of the nation’s top experts in 
the debate over “school choice.”
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