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Belles lettres and bell ringers

The Spanish Republics

Joseph A. Brandt. Toward the New
Spain. Chicago. The University of Chi-
cago Press. 1933, Price $4.00.

-rlI[S scholarly volume covers
one of the most interesting fields of
nineteenth-century history: the growth
and development of republicanism in
Spain. Mr Brandt is the first, so far as
the present reviewer knows, to attempt
a comprehensive account of this move-
ment. Dealing with a topic that must
necessarily concern scholars, or at least
a highly cultured public, Mr Brandt's
work is above all a study of laborious
rescarch, keen analyses, and sound gen-
eralizations.

The author opens his study with a
seven-page foreword in  which he at-
tempts a parallel between the Republic
of 1873 and that of 1931. Certain strik-
ing analogies are drawn, which if fol-
lowed to a logical conclusion, lead to
gloomy forebodings for the future of the
present Republic. However, there is one
essential difference that may give us
some reassurance. The first republic was
the work of a small group of idealists,
ably seconded by a group of generals.
This is clearly shown by the significant
statement that the Revolution of 1868
was in no sense a national plebiscite. The
second Republic, on the other hand,
came into being as the result of a clear-
cut vote of the people. Alfonso’s de-
parture was only an incident. Another
problem seen as a menace for the second
Republic is that of separatism. Here
again the Republic of 1931 has apparent-
ly solved the problem by granting mod-
ified autonomy to Catalonia. It is clear
that the author believes that some form
of unitarianism is essential for the fu-
ture greatness of Spain. “If a religion of
progress under the Republic may re-
tain the unity of the Spanish provinces,
it is possible that Spain may again take
her rightful place at the council tables
of Europe.”

The author then takes up the whole
history of Spanish liberalism, beginning
with the Constitution of 1812 and end-
ing with the establishment of the Re-
public of 1931. A thrilling story in
which the perjury and cowardice of a
dynasty contrasts with the high idea's
and moral rectitude of the patriot and
the dreamer. As one reads Mr Brandt's
brilliant story, three things stand out
clearly, the stupidy of the Bourbons, the
baneful influence of the military and
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the lofty, but impractical idealism of the
Republican propagandists.  “The Bour-
bons were unprogressive and were de-
cadent, with one exception, that of Car-
los TII.” Without the aid of the military
they would not have lasted. The army
has been the real enemy of the Repub-
licans. “It began with increasing fre-
quency to make political demands and
with unvarying success.” The names of
Topete, Prim, O'Donnell, Pavia, Primo
de Rivera and Sanjurio speak eloquently!
“Yet"—adds Mr Brandt significantly—
“It was a striking commentary on how
little the various pronunciamientos rep-
resented the real thought of the Spanish
people.” Equally important was the in-
fluence and power of the church.
Though the author has not given it the
importance accorded the military, vet its
monarchical and anti-liberal influence
appears on every page. We would have
preferred to see this phase of the ques-
tion developed more fully.

But it is in Book Two, entitled “The
Republic of Wit and Poetry,” that Mr
Brandt rises to heights of real eloquence.
All of his enthusiasm and sympathy is
reserved for the philosophers and ideal-
ists of the first Republic. And rightly
so. “No greater group of idealists had
ever before dominated Spanish politics—
Castelar, P{ y Margall, Figueras, Salme-
ron, Orense—than this Pleiades of ideal-
ism in public life. They were ready to
conquer not with cannon but with ideas.
Of the five, however, Castelar is the
real hero of the book. The story of his
attempt to be a republican and at the
same time save Spain is tragicallv told.
One cannot help feel as one reads Mr
Brandt's stirring account that a dash of
Machiavellianism added to the doctrin-
airism and idealism of these leaders

first
Nevertheless, these men did not strug-

might have saved the Republic,
gle in vain. The leaders of the second
Republic have tempered their idealism
with reality, and in a spirit of compro-
mise have solved the Catalan problem.
And, what is more important, have sub-
ordinated the military to civil. Old wines
in new bottles® Yes, but more exhilar-
ating and more invigorating.

A wonderful story of progress. In de-
scribing it Mr Brandt has been brilliant-
ly successful. He has brought to his
task a sound scholarship, a well-balanced
enthusiasm and a deep sympathy for

his subject. Mr Brandt writes with
grace and charm. He never bores;

there is always a sense of reality in what
he writes. He has unquestionably pro-
duced a book that will long remain the
authority in its field. While one may
challenge a statement or an estimate here
and there, the ensemble remains unim-
peachable,
STEPHEN ScATORI.

Touch football

An article on “Touch Football,” writ-
ten by Paul V. Keen, University of Ok-
lahoma intramural athletic director and
wrestling coach, appeared in the April
number of The Coach, monthly maga-
zine distributed to every coach in the
nation by the Lowe and Campbell and
Horace Partridge athletic supply com-
panies. Mr Keen added touch football
to his rapidly-growing intramural pro-
gram at Oklahoma last fall and the
sport proved instantly pepular.



