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American University Life

EDITOR'S NOTE—The following article, writ-
ten by Gustav E. Mueller, associate professor of
philosophy who spent the last year on leave of
absence in Switzerland. appeared recemtly in the
magazine Deutsche Rundschau, a widely read gen-
eral magazine in Germany. The article was
translated into English for The Sooner Magazine
by Daisy 1. Byler, University student from Okla-
homa City.

IF we wish to understand Amer-
ican universities, we must first put aside
any idea of a fixed comparison: questions
as to whether or not they stand on a level
with our own, or whether they tend more
to the practical than to scholarship, are
idle because they oversimplify the situa-
tion; they presume a rigidity of education-
al system which is not conceivable in that
country.

In the flexible democratic life of the
States many things stand side by side
which here are kept scrupulously apart,
and there is no rule by which one can de-
termine which is the better system. Prom-
inent institutions like Harvard or Chicago
are private. I should like to discuss here,
however, the state university, about which
I am the best informed.

Each state supports its state university,
which is usually built near a small town
on a site possessing the advantages of the
country. . . . . The states are proud of
their campuses, real cities of light, clean
buildings situated among tall trees, scien-
tific establishments, the stadium, swim-
ming pool, courts and rooms for sports
and games, blooming gardens and shady
parks. . . ..

The American people have a belief in
education, which leads them even to self-
sacrifices to obtain it. How rapidly the
university develops is well illustrated in
the case of the University of Oklahoma.
One of the youngest states in the Union,
it was not admitted until 1907. Since that
time, its university has grown from a
small unassuming college to one of the
leading schools of the Southwest, num-
bering 6,200 students. Its scholarly pub-
lishing house has made a name for itself
through publications furthering knowledge
of the Indian, for whom Oklahoma was
the last refuge; and the Art School of the
University has worked in the same direc-
tion to a revelation of the great artistic
abilities of the Indian, and both have had
their share in the changed Indian policy
of the Roosevelt administration.

In contrast to the European, American
universitics have no theological faculty.
However, university life is outwardly con-
ducted according to religious forms. Each
academic year is opened and closed with
a public religious service. Also, the
churches are associated in the maintenance
of a School of Religion, which is loosely
bound to the university. . . . .

" American universitics.

The student body is organized in
groups. Not until the last semesters can
one live alone, and study undisturbed.
Thousands of the college students, how-
ever, belong to so-called fraternities and
sororities. Aside from these private or-
ganizations, there are, of course, open
clubs: in these students enjoy music, sing-
ing and games; questions are discussed,
budding writers come together to read
their literary efforts to others. A personal
relationship between students and their
professors is characteristic of university
life. Many professors hold weekly “open-
house” for their students.

The entire social life of the campus is
under the supervision of two officers, high-
salaried advisors of students. These coun-
selors iron out conflicts between employers
and student workers, for it is frequently
the case that students do some sort of
work to earn their own way. Even the
most personal problems are often taken to
the adviser. He rounds out the practical
education on the moral side.

Among the professors there exists more
good fellowship than in Europe. Every
campus has its faculty clubhouse, where
they meet en various occasions, for scien-
tific and political lectures and discussions
as well as for teas, dances and the like,
or they drop in to play tennis or billiards
or to read magazines. The club extends
hospitality to famous speakers or artists
who are guests of the university.

The heart of the university is the col-
lege. It goes back to the tradition of the
middle ages. In that period there were
three faculties which were concerned with
the welfare of the body, the welfare of the
community, and the welfare of the im-
mortal soul: the faculties of medicine,
law and theology. Preceding these was
the school of the so-called seven free arts,
where one acquired the necessary prepa-
ration. This plan of the middle ages is
the basis of the duality of English and
As we have seen,
in the States theology falls back on the
various churches, Besides the remaining
faculties of law and medicine have grown
up a number of professional schools com-
bined as the graduate school, and the
earlier college is maintained as a common
preparation for graduate study. Mathe-
matics, science, ancient and modern lan-
guages, journalism, social and politigal
science, which in America is strongly em-
phasized, psychology, sociology, history,
theoretical and practical economy, philos-
ophy and the various arts give an idea of
the extraordinarily rich and varied picture
the college presents. . . . .

It is an American joke that the univer-
sity is a playground, with incidental op-
portunities for study for those who are
bodily weak. However, one must not take
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this too literally. Sport is pushed no far-
ther there than it is here in Europe, and
when one considers that America has no
compulsory military service, one is in-
clined to the heretical conclusion that
European youth have more physical train-
ing than the young Americans. Purely
physical training is not at all over-em-
phasized. Any onesided development
would be contrary to the American con-
ception of life, which strives for full ex-
pression of all a man’s capacities, as far
as they can be freely developed side by
side.

I think T can assume that the growing
importance to the world of American
science 15 well-known. But it does seem
as if the cultural activity of the American
university is still unrecognized. The dra-
matic department of the university sees to
it that the drama takes living form. Crea-
tive writing is encouraged in the English
department. Foreign languages have their
clubs which foster conversation in Ger-
man, French and Spanish. At the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma the department of for-
cign languages conducts an unusual quar-
terly “Books Abroad,” which is published
by the University Press and is circulated
throughout the entire world.

The ideal of the American university is
no longer that of the university of the mid-
dle ages, whose four faculties encom-
passed universal knowledge. This idea
is replaced by the conception of the com-
plete man. This conception is the unify-
ing principle in the diversity of phases of
the man’s development. It is the bridge
which spans his contradictory life-interests.

A A A
Boat ride

The O.U. Association of St. Louis, Mis-
souri, planned a boat ride on the Missis-
sippi River Sunday night, June 19, with
dancing, bridge, singing and plain visiting
scheduled for entertainment,

The committee in charge consisted of
Robert M. Sayre, Ralph G. Harder, Mrs.
Gaylord Epperson Landau, Mrs. L. J.
Woltering, Mrs. Bessie Weaver Way and
W. B. Cram. A mimeographed announce-
ment with clever illustrations was sent to
all St. Louis Sooners whose names were
available.

“I am proud to remind you that we
are in our third year of complete organ-
ization,” said Mrs. Woltering in a letter
to Alumni Secretary Ted Beaird. “The
new officers are most enthusiastic and I
feel that we will carry on for another
year.”

A A A

Miss Leota Davis, '38, now working toward
a master's degree in speech at the University of
Wisconsin, has been awarded a $450 scholarship
by that institution.

GIEBS-MALTEY: Miss Marjorie Gibbs  and
James Rockwood Maltby, Jr., "38bus, were mar-
riedd November 13, 1937, in Dallas, Texas, Mrs.
Maltby was a member of Chi Omega sorority at
Oklahoma A. and M. College, and Mr, Maltby
was a member of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity at
the Umiversity. They will reside in Bartlesville,
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GIRL'S SCHOOLS

BOYS — NEW ENGLAND

OAK GROVE

Prepares for College and Gracious Living.
Music, Art, Expression. Upper and Lower
Schools. Grad, Course Sec, Science. Joyous outdoor
recreation, HRiding. Mu. axp Mns. Rosenr Owen,
Box 170, Vassainono, Maixe.

ANNA HEAD SCHOOL

For Girls. Est. 1887, Acecredited College Preparatory
and Lower School, Swimming, Hockey, Riding, Ten-
nis the year round. Comfortable home and garden
in college town. Mna, aso Mgs. T. R. Hype,
2528 Channing Way, Berkeley, Calif.

JOKAKE SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

On the slope of Camelback Mt. in Arizona near
Phoenix. College preparatory and general courses.
Musie, art, dramalics, dancing, Riding, swimming,
pack trips, Miss Litas G, B, Hespmsrress,
Groncr G. Asuromp, Din., JOKAKE, ARIZONA.

ROBERTS-BEACH SCHOOL

College preparatory school mear Baltimore and
Washington. Small clasees, high scholastic stand-
ing. Separate house for younger girls. Music, art.
Sports, Lucy G. Roperrs, I'n.D., and Sanam M.
Beacn, Pu.D., Digs.,, Box G, CavoxsviLig, Mbp.

GIRLS' SCHOOLS IN THE
DIOCESE OF VIRGINIA (EPISCOPAL)
St. Anne's School — Charlottesville, Virginia
Margaret L. Porter — Headmisiress
St. Catherine's School — Richmond, Virginia
Lowisa deB., Bacor Brackert — Headmistreis
Day and Boarding. Thorough preparation for all
leading colleges.  Also courses for students not plan-
ning Lo enter college. Lower School, grades 4 1o B,
Musie, Art, Riding, Outdoor Sports. For cATALOCUES
ADDRESS THE HEADMISTHESS OF EACH SCHOOL.

BOYS — MIDDLE ATLANTIC
ST. JAMES SCHOOL

Washington Co., Md. Episcopal coll tory

HEBRON ACADEMY

Thorough college preparation for boys at moderate
rost. 75 Hebron bovs freshmen in college this year.
Write for booklet and ecirculars. Ravem L. Hunt,
Box G, Hemnon, Me.

WILLISTON ACADEMY

Unusual educational opportunities at modest cost.
(ver 150 grad s in 40 Ileg: Now

tional center, gym, pool. Separate Junior School.
A. V. Gawsnarti, Box 3, Eastoameron, Mass.

CHESHIRE ACADEMY
Formerly ROXBURY SCHOOL

Flexible organization and painstaking supervision
of each boy's program offer opportunity for excep-
tional scholastic progress and general development.
A. L. Soemyr, Hpaomasten, Cnesume, Conn.

NEW HAMPTON SCHOOL

A New Hampshire School for Boys. 117th year.
Therough College Preparation. Athletics for every
boy. Moderate Tuition. 125 Boys from 12 States.
Trepemick Swirs, Box 201, New Hameron, N. H.

REDDING RIDGE

A new, tl ghly modern ed ional plan for
college preparatory boys. More rational study
methods, more complete subject mastery. At-
tractive buildings and campus 60 miles from
New York. Sports, hobbies, other recreation .
Write for booklet on the *Redding Ridge Plan™.
KENNETH G.BONNER,REDDING RIDGE,CONN.

school, Estab, 1842, Carefully nrleclad?n;ull‘). Mod-
ern bldgs.  Golf, tennis, swimming. High scholastic
standards. Apmax G. Onperponi, M.A., HEADMASTER.

ST. PETER'S SCHOOL

Episcopal school opening in the Fall of 1938, Self-
help plan, Small elasses, High academie standing.
Large campus, 40 mi. from N. Y. C. Rey, Fuane G.
Leeming, Heap, Van ConrLaNpTviLLE, PEEKSKILL, N. Y.

THE MERCERSBURG ACADEMY

Prepares for entrance to all colleges and univer-
sities, Alomni from 24 nations. 640 former students
now in 113 eolleges. Boyn Epwamps, D.D., LL.D.,
Heapmaster, Mencensnune, Pa.

BOYS—SOUTHERN

FLORIDA PREPARATORY
SCHOOL

On Halifax River. Boarding and Day. Specialize
C.E.B. Exams. Separate Junior School. Small
classes. Daily Sun Bathing. Special Health De-
partment. I'avr G, Broneek, Davrosa Bracw, Fra.

BOYS — PACIFIC COAST
MONTEZUMA

Primary — Elementary — High School. Aceredited.
400 acres. Mild climate. Outdeor life year round.
Horses — Athletics — Entrance any time. Summer
Camp. Mostezuma Scmoor rFon Bovs, Box G,
Los Garos, CALIFORNIA.

BLACK-FOXE MILITARY
INSTITUTE
THE WEST'S DISTINGUISHED SCHOOL FOR BOYS
From First Grade Through High School
Pictorinl Catalogue on Request
660 WiLcox AVENUE Los Awceres, CaLr,

SPECIAL SCHOOLS
THE BANCROFT SCHOOL

Year-round sehool and home for retarded and
problem children, Resident physician. Educational
program, 56th yr. Summer camp on Maine Const,
Catalog. Mepicar Dinecrom, Dana 5. Crom. Puin-
ciraL, J. C. Coorev, Box 315, Happowriero, N. J.

The Food You Eat

Eating in any public place is not exactly like
cating at home. But in the Union Cafeteria
at O.U.,, the food served students and alumni
is selected with as much care as though it were
for the home dinner table. That policy is

maintained for your benefit.

THE UNION

CAFETERIA
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