
Scholar and gentleman

"The alumni and friends of the University . . . are under last-
ing obligations to Doctor Bizzell for steering the University
safely through so many troubled political waters and pre-
paring to step aside under conditions so favorable to the
future of the school ." Norman Transcript, May 15, 1940
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Bizzell President Emeritus After 1941

DR. WILLIAM BENNETT
BIZZELL last month submitted his resig-
nation as president of the University of
Oklahoma, effective July 1, 1941, and the
Board of Regents immediately invited him
to remain on the staff as president emeri-
tus and head of the sociology department
after his retirement as president .

Although President Bizzell has been
subjected to political attacks at various
times like previous presidents of the Uni-
versity, he never surrendered to political
pressure of any kind and his plan for re-
tirement from the presidency in his sixty-
fifth year was presented and acted upon
by the Board of Regents in an atmos-
phere of complete harmony .

President Bizzell's resignation, which
came unexpectedly at the meeting of the
Board of Regents May 13 and 14, gives the
board more than a year in which to make
a choice for the next president of the
University. Lloyd Noble, '22ex, president
of the board, promised that the regents
would take plenty of time to survey the
entire field of possibilities before making
a choice .

The letter of resignation submitted by
President Bizzell to the president and
members of the Board of Regents read as
follows :

I am completing thirty years as a college presi-
dent and fifteen years as president of the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma .

I will be in my sixty-fifth year in 1941 and I
have always contemplated that I would retire
from the arduous duties of executive administra-
tion at that age .

I am, therefore, submitting my resignation as
president of the University, effective on and after
July 1, 1941 . I am giving you this notice a year
in advance in order that the Board of Regents
may have ample time to select my successor .
I have enjoyed my work as president of the

University and I have been happy in my rela-
tionship with the alumni, faculty and the students
of the institution . I have made thousands of
friends through the years and it is my intention
to live the remainder of my life in the midst of
associations that have meant so much to me .

I wish to express to members of the board my
genuine appreciation for the co-operation you
have always given me and to assure you that I
will continue to give the best service in my power
for the remainder of my tenure as president of
the institution .

In addition to serving as head of the
sociology department after his retirement,
Dr. Bizzell will be in charge of the Semi-
Centennial Celebration of the University
during 1941-42 . The regents in the May
meeting separated the sociology and an-
thropology departments, which previously
had been combined under one head, and
appointed Wyatt Marrs, professor of soci-
ology, as acting head of the sociology de-

JUNE, 1940

partment until Dr . Bizzell takes the po-
sition in 1941 .

Sociology is a field in which Dr . Bizzell
has done special study, and he has a per-
sonal interest in developing this particu-
lar phase of the University's program .
Dr. Bizzell has served as president of

the University since 1925, a fifteen-year
period during which the institution has
made great progress and has continued to
advance in spite of critical financial and
political problems . He has been criti-
cized at times, even by some alumni of
the University, for refusal to deal with
politicians "on their own ground," but
he has consistently held the respect and
admiration of the state for his unques-
tioned integrity and his reputation as "a
scholar and a gentleman ."

TWO outstanding achievements that may
be credited almost entirely to his personal
influence were the building of the Uni-
versity's $500,000 library building, and the
establishment of the University Press which
has brought national and international
recognition to O . U. as a center of liter-
ature and scholarship .

In addition to the magnificent library,
the University plant has been expanded
under President Bizzell's administration
by the addition of the Union, the Sta-
dium, the Business Administration Build-
ing, and the Biological Sciences Building,
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as well as numerous smaller improve-
ments .

Not the least of his achievements has
been to fight many battles for his faculty
-defending the right of academic free-
dom, tenure for faculty members in the
upper ranks instead of one-year appoint-
ments, struggling in every legislative ses-
sion for more adequate salaries for fac-
ulty members, and, during the last year,
performing miracles of university finance
by avoiding salary cuts in the face of a 10
per cent emergency reduction in the bud-
get .

The fact that the change in the pres-
idency of the University is being made in
complete harmony, and only upon Dr .
Bizzell's voluntary retirement in his sixty-
fifth year, is good news to alumni of the
University who at various times in the
last few years have been disturbed by
newspaper rumors that Dr . Bizzell might
be arbitrarily removed and a successor
named at the same time .

The orderly way in which the change
is now being effected is in keeping with
the dignity of the institution, and im-
proves the standing of the University of
Oklahoma in the eyes of educators all
over the country .

Following the announcement of Presi-
dent Bizzell's resignation, Hicks Epton,
'321aw, president of the University of
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A Message From President Bizzell

To the Alumni of the University :

In resigning as president of the University, effective July 1, 1941, I wish
to express appreciation to the alumni for the constant support and encourage-
ment given me during the last fifteen years . There have been several accasions
when it would have been most difficult to carry on without the quiet but most
effective hacking of the organized alumni .

It is a matter of satisfaction to report to the alumni that my proposal for
retirement in my sixty-fifth year, in accordance with personal plans made years
ago, has been accepted by the Board of Regents in a spirit of complete har-
mony and co-operation . It is also gratifying that the Board of Regents asked
me to remain as a member of the University staff after my retirement as presi-
dent. I am sure the alumni will be glad to know that the change in the presi-
dency at my retirement age is being arranged in a spirit of complete harmony .
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Special Order

jewelry
The remounting of diamonds
and other gems or cameos in
rings, brooches and other
pieces of jewelry requires
special equipment and skilled
craftsmen if the task is to be
done entirely to your satis-
faction .

Letzeiser & Company have
devoted particular attention
to special order jewelry . May
we have the pleasure of sug-
gesting attractive possibilities
for remounting some gem of
yours that is now unused be-
cause of its old-fashioned
mounting?

Letzeiser &
Company

Manufacturing Jewelers

Hightower Bldg . Oklahoma City

TIRE SPECIALIST
Buy your tires from a tire man, a spe-
cialist who has devoted full attention to
the tire and battery business since 1922 .

LINDQUIST
217 W . Main

	

Norman

	

Phone 704

LINDSAY DRUG STORE
James S. Downing - The Druggist

PRESCRIPTIONS OUR SPECIALTY

Whitman's and Pangburn's Candies
116 E . Main

	

. ..Norman . . .

	

Phone 362

Fresh Bakery Products
Buy directly from the bakery and be sure what
you are buying is fresh from the ovens .
Bake-Rite offers you nearly a dozen varieties
of bread, as well as delicious fresh pies, cakes,
cookies and rolls .

211 E. Main
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Norman Phone 718

His recommendation was a "well-con-
ceived program of public relations," to let
the taxpayers know what they're getting
for their money .

A A

Bizzell President Emeritus
After 1941

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE: 5)

Oklahoma Association issued the follow-
ing statement :

This is a happy example of what can be clone
in education in this State when politics is for-
gotten and governing bodies work harmoniously
with the heads of educational institutions . The
alumni appreciate the attitude of the Board of
Regents and of Governor Phillips . All along, the
governor has said that he was taking no hand in
the internal affairs of tfie Uniyersity . Those of us
who were closest to the situation knew this to be
true, and this action will no doubt convince many
other persons who were not so sure .

Dr . Bizzell has served this state long and satis-
factorily . It is gratifying to the alumni to know
that this state and the University of Oklahoma
are not going to lose his counsel, scholarship and
personal association.

The alumni bcheve it was wise on the part of
the Regents to postpone the selection of a suc-
cessor to Dr . Bizzell so that they can look over
the entire educational field . There is not and
never has been any disposition on the part of the
Alumni Association to tell the Board of Regents
what to do in any particular, and the alumni cer-
tainly feet that this Board of Regents is fully
qualified to select a successor to Dr . Rizzell when
they feel the time is appropriate so to do .
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Association Progress
((o' .rINUF.D EROM 1'AGh 6)

on the Atoka County Advisory Council,
has resigned because of moving to Okla-
homa City .
Rev. Oscar L. Fontaine, '25, has left the

Tillman County Advisory Council because
of moving to Custer City .
William B. Cram, '30, former council

chairman at St . Louis, Missouri, has been
appointed chairman at Des Moines, Iowa .
At New Haven, Connecticut, council

appointments have been made as follows :
Margorie Harriet Hays, '25 ; Merwin M .
Elwell, '35fa ; R . G . Gill, '37 ; T. Z . Wright,
'29hus, '34law .
Dr. Victor D . Mills, '38med, formerly

on the Portland, Oregon, council, has re-
signed because of moving to Chicago, Il-
linois .
E. H . Skinner, '23, is the new chair-

man of the Kansas City, Missouri, Coun-
cil, succeeding Albert Drake .

A council has been organized at Santa
Fe, New Mexico, with Mrs . Arteola Bilb-
rey Daniel, '29fa, as chairman . The mem-
bers are Raymond Sroaf, '25, '29law ; Mrs .
Lucille Hcckman Love, '33ed, Eva Thom-
as, 28, '321aw, and Mrs . Lois Martin
Kimmell, '31ex . Sooner alumni in the
Santa Fe vicinity planned a Spanish din-
ner party in May, and issued a general
invitation for Sooners visiting the Coro-
nado Celebrations this summer to call on
members of the council in Santa Fe .

LOOK OUT FOLKS!

Old Man Sol has

Started his

Annual BLITZKRIEG

and the

HEAT is on .

The tides of war

in Europe may

Change fast,

But Oklahoma's

HEAT WAVES will

Keep attacking

All Summer .

DOC AND BILL Store

Has arranged a

Mighty COUNTER-ATTACK

for your safety .

We've rushed GLIDERS

And OUTDOOR CHAIRS

And SETTEES and other

OUTDOOR FURNITURE

to the FRONT!

Sit OUTDOORS in

Cool comfort --

and you'll be safe

from those

HEAT BOMBS!

Oklahoma's Oldest Furniture Store

MONRONEY'S

Doc & Bill
10 W . Grand

	

Okla. City
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