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In the Mall

The writer of the following letter requested that
his name be withheld for personal reasons. The
letter is printed as an intevesting and informative
camment on Svoner Magazine's recent article con-
cerning the trend toward ecar-marking of state
revennes and the effects upon the state general
Jund. The writer of this letter is a man well qual-
ified to discuss state financial problems.

To the Editor:

In the main, all of us realize car-marking is a
mistake—mainly because the fluctuation of reve-
nues received from a particular tax may supply
much more money than is needed by the source
receiving it, which makes for waste: and on the
other hand, if the revenues fall short, it leaves
them stranded. In other words, it never makes it
possible for them to budget their needs with any
degree of certainty or efficiency. Therefore, it
would seem best that all tax revenues go into
the general revenue fund and be appropriated
therefrom in accordance with the particular needs
of the department or institution,

But right there, you run into just what O.U,
and other nstitutions have faced for years—aof be-
ing compelled to plead with the legislature bien-
nially for enough funds to barely exist on, with
apparently no hopes of ever receiving the appro-
priations they feel they need if the insttution is
to grow and develop. So one's view of earmarking
depends largely on whether you are the bencfici-
ary of one of the carmarked funds or not,

If and when Oklahoma decides and determines
upon  which higher educational institutions it
wishes to continue to operate and support, it
would seem desirable to levy, by constitutional
amendment, an ear-marked millage advalorem
levy for their support, from which source they
would know in advance that they would receive
a certain amount of financial support, and with
which the legislature could not tamper, and would
thus be freed of having to play politics constantly
in an endeavor to lobby thru the legislature their
appropriation needs. Many also feel that a similar
car-marked millage levy will have to be eventu-
ally adopted for the support of common schools,
Surely the legislature would rejoice to have these
two perplexing problems thus solved and out of
their laps.

Many of us have heard the wish expressed these
many years, that O.U. and other state colleges
would eventually be allocated a definite millage
levy, so they could adjust their salary and mainte-
nance schedules upon a sound basis, and not have
to raise and lower each two years in accordance
with an appropriation made arbitrarily low or
high. Se, after all, 1sn't an ear-marked levy of this
sort about the only hope of permanent solution of
O.U.'s problem? So again 1 say, car-marking isn't
so bad, if your favorite institution is receiving a
part of the ear-marked funds,

The last legislature car-marked two tax meas-
ures to be used entirely for the relief of the poor
and needy. These revenues will probably not ex-
ceed $2,000,000, which, mmplrul with the $3,-
000,000 annual relief appropriation of the preced-
ing bicnnium results in a saving (in appropria-
tions) to the state of $1,000,000 annually, so it
can hardly be said that ear-marking in this in-
stance was not justified.

In voting old-age pensions, the people by their
own vote ear-marked sales tax for relief purposes.
1f pension money had to be appropriated from
general revenues, demands for pension appropria-
tions would probably far exceed the total of all
revenues. So again, can ear-marking in this in-
stance be condemned?

Only the users of highways now pay gasoline
tax (gasoline for aviation, stationary engines, etc,
now being exempt) and therefore, all logic and
fairness requires that gasoline tax should be ear-
marked and wsed only for highway construction
and maintenance. If highways are receiving too

much thereby, then the present 4e gasoline tax
should be reduced to 3¢ or even less, rather than
divert the excess to some other use. It just doesn't
appeal to one as being fair, that because it is ex-
pedient and easy to collect a tax on a gallon of
gas which I buy, that any portion of that tax
should be used to support the institutions and de-
partments of state government.  Because wh\
should 1, because 1 drive on the highways and use
gasoline, be singled out to be taxed to support
state institutions and departments, when thous-
ands of our citizens buy little or no gasoline.
Many own no cars, or drive very little, and pay
fle or no gasoline tax, and yet, their obligation
to pay taxes to support state institutions and de-
partments 1s as great as mine, Many of us feel
the big mistake was made in 1933, when the
people, by their own vote, abolished the 314 mill
advalorem levy which went to the state to help
support state institutions, Today property or busi-
ness owners pay not one cent of advalorem tax
upon that property or husiness to support O.U.
and other state institutions. Many feel this should
be restored and probably increased to meet the
financial problem now facing Oklahoma—of hav-
ing insufficient state revenues to meet the very
minimum of state needs.

When a solution is found for financing com-
mon schools, then the car-marking should be tak-
en off the beer tax.

One  opposed to  ear-marking  might argue,
“Well, so long as O.U. has to rely on general
revenue appropriations, then take off the ear-

markings from sales tax (for pensions); gasoline
tax (for highways); and beer tax (f(:r schools)
and let them all receive their appropriations from
the gencral revenue funds as we do.” But before
we definitely decide that that would be better
than our present situation, let us just analyze how
much success OU. would have competing with a
“pension block™ or a “highway block™ in the leg-
islature, Surely past experience with the “com-
maon school block™ should convince us this would
be a losing game.

In conclusion, if we can find a permanent
source of revenue for schools—both common
schools and colleges—even if they be ear-marked,
and can get these hot potatoes out of legislative
laps, we will have advanced a long ways toward
solving our most pressing problems—and the leg-
islators themselves will be made happy. So before
we commit ourselves as unalterably opposed to
car-marking tax revenues, we had better know
more definitely just what solution we have in
mind for O.U.s financial problem. We might
possibly want to use that method ourselves.

SooNER ALUMNUS
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To the Alumni Secretary:

Boh Makovsky has asked me as chairman of the
Payne County O.U. Alumni to acknowledge re-
ceipt of the mighty fine letter which the Alumni
Association sent him on his twenty-ffth anniver-
sary He received so many letters of congratulation
that it is impossible for him to answer all of them,
and he asked me to convey his appreciation to
vour office the next time I wrote you. Since hav-
ing been associated with Boh here in Stillwater for
the past 16 years, 1 realize how decply he appre-
ciated the expressions from the O.U, Alumni.

As an O.U. Alumnus, [ can express to my for-
mer fellow students and the alumni that Boh is a
real fellow, that he does enjoy the companionship
and the fellowship he has had on his visits to O.
U. Boh had a warm and affectionate feeling for
the University of Oklahoma, which comes next to
the Aggie school, which of course is his prefer-
ence, but he is truly an Oklahoman.

From now on let us try to educate the citizens
of Oklahoma to acknowledge that Oklahoma is
their home, regardless of whether they were for-
merly from Kansas, Missouri, or Arkansas, because
if they live in Oklahoma, Oklahoma is their
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home. By the way, Ted, why don't you visit Still-
water on your “Riding the Sooner Range?"

With kind personal regards and wishes for a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you
and yours, all O.U, students and alumni, T am

Grorcr R. Taveon, "22ex
Stillwater
A
To the Alumni Sccretary:

A couple of nights ago 1 had the privilege of
seeing Bruce Drake's fine O.U. basketball team
beat Fordham in New York City. 1 enjoyed very
much renewing  acquaintance with Bruee and
meceting the boys on the team, all of which
brought back many fond memories of my Alma
Mater and which also reminded me of my negli-
gence in losing contact with the Alumni Associ-
ation, The enclosed check for $5.00 is intended as
a year's membership in the Alumni Association,
and if the amount is not correct, please notify me.
I will be looking forward to receiving the Sooner
Magazine,

A brief summary of my doings since leaving
Oklahoma includes: assistant professor of phar-
maceutical chemistry, and assistant line coach in
football at George Washington University, Wash-
ington, D.C., from 1932 until 1937,

Attended summer session at the University of
Michigan, ‘32, "33, '34, and obtained a M.S. de-
gree in pharmaceutical chemistry in 735,

Attended evening classes in the Law School at
George Washington University, Washington, D,
C., "33, '34, '35, '36, and obtained my LL.B.
degrec in 1937—major in patent law.

Became a member of the District of Columbia
Bar and a registered patent attorney, 1937,

I combined my training in chemistry and law
and am now a patent attorney with American
Cyananmd  Company Research  Laboratories in
Stratford, Connecticut.

Jous W. Lee, '30
Stratford, Connecticut
A
To the Alumni Secretary:

Just to keep your records straight, the address
in the heading above is my present one, changed
from my old home address of 116 King Street,
Ogdensbury, New York, I've just landed a posi-
tion as a laboratory assistant at the Corning Glass
Works here in Corning,

It's a funny thing about O.U. alumni—they al-
ways make themselves felt everywhere, For in-
stance, I found that my fellow roomer ar this ad-
dress, an M.LT. grad also in the laboratory here,
15 a second cousin of John Gifford of Westdale,
New York, who taught geology and worked on
his M.S. at Oklahoma in 1937-38. I don't belicve
he ever received his degree, but he taught plenty
of geology.

I sce that T have an alumni council chairman
only 42 miles away, in Ithaca. It's Cecil W, Arm-
strong, whom I hope to write to soon, Of course,
there are quite a few students and alumni near
here in the oil districts of western New York and
Pennsylvania. I recently heard from Gerald Ocker,
‘39ms, in Venango, Pennsylvania. He's at Talon
Company, 1 believe.

I fully intended to see the O.U.-Fordham game,
especially after the swell invitation letter sent
from Ned Irish’s office. But landing this job pre-
vented. We sure won anyhow. Incidentally, a fel-
low-worker I found to be a Temple alumnus, and
did we have words pro-and-con over that game!
It was a tough loss,

I surely do enjoy Soomer Magazine. 1 hope 1
never forget to renew my subscription.

CHARLES ], PArkEr, '39Mms
Corning, New York

To the Alumni Secretary:

I am writing vou to have my address changed
on your mailing list for the Sooner Magazine. My
address as it now stands is 206 Wisconsin Ave-
nue, Baytown, Texas. | wish to have it changed
to Box 536, Bayvtown, Texas.

I have just received the January issue. It's fine!
Keep up the good work.

Ceci. PaiLvies, Jr., "39enc
Baytown, Texas

Ferrvary, 1940

The University of Oklahoma Association

Independent Organization of Alumni and Former Students
Offices in the Memorial Union Building, Norman

Exrcurive Orricers—Hicks Epton, Wewoka, president; Mrs. Kitty Shanklin Rountree, Okla-
homa City, hrst vice president; W. L. Eagleton, Tulsa, second vice president; J. C. Karcher, Dallas,
Texas, honorary vice president for Texas; Elaine Boylan, Dallas, honorary secretary for Texas; Ted

Beaird, Norman, executive secretary.

Execurive Boaro—Members-at-large: Frank Cleckler, Muskogee; Norman Brillhart, Madill;
Graham Johnson, Norman; Harry L. S. Halley, Tulsa; Cy Ellinger, Purcell; Elmer Fraker, Man-
gum; Charles B. Memminger, Atoka; District representanives: John R. Pearson, Pawhuska, Firse;
W. Max Chambers, Okmulgee, Second; O. Fisher Muldrow, Ardmore, Third; Hicks Epton, We-
woka, Fourth; Coleman Hayes, Oklahoma City, Fifth; Dr. John B. Miles, Anadarko,
Sixth; vacancy in, Seventh; Carl S. Ford, Enid, Eighth; Elton B. Hunt, Tulsa, Ninth.

StaTE Apvisory CounciL 1o THE Extcurive Boarp—Albert G. Kulp, Oklahoma City, '30;
Kenneth H. Abernathy, Shawnee, ‘31; Herbert L. Branan, Muskogee, '32; Neil Keller, Norman,
'33; Joe Fred Gibson, Oklahoma City, '34; J. Bruce Wiley, Norman, '33; James C. Hamill,
Oklahoma City, '36: William H. Miley, Oklahoma City, '37; Earl Westmoreland, Jr., Evansville,

Indiana, '38; Kenneth Harris, Ardmore, 39,

Trustirs, O. U. Lk Mensersie Trost—LErrett R. Newby, Oklahoma City; Tom F.
Carey, Oklahoma City; Neil R. Johnson, Norman.
Avumni RepreseNTATIVES ON University AtnLemie Counei—Neil R, Johnson, Norman;

Paul Reed, Sulphur; T. H. McCasland, Duncan,

County Advisory Council Chairmen

Adair—Joe H, Carson, Stilwell.
Alfalfa—Webster Wilder, Jr., Cherokee.
Atoka—R, G. Cates, Atoka.
Beaver—M. Eleanor Tracy, Beaver.
Beckham—Neville Gillum, Sayre.
Blaine—H, G, Creekmore, Hitcheock.
Bryan—James W. Batchelor, Durant,
Caddo—R, L. Me¢Lean, Anadarko.
Canadian—Lucius Babeocek, Ir., El Reno.
Carter—George D. Hann, Ardmore,
Cherokee—]J. L. Robinson, Tahlequah.
Choctaw—0, A, Brewer, Hugo.
Cimarron—DBrooks Lewis, Boise City.
Cleveland—Thomas Richard Benedum, Norman.
Coal—Mrs. G. T. Ralls, Coalgate.
Comanche—Chairmanship vacant.
Craig—Dr. J, M. McMillan, Vinita,
Creek—Richard M. Caldwell, Sapulpa.
Custer—Denver Meacham, Clinton,
Delaware—L. Keith Smith, Jay.
Dewey—Tom L. Ruble, Taloga.
Garficld—Ed Fleming, Enid.
Garvin—Roger T. Blake, Pauls Valley.
Grady—Mrs, Jessie Lone Clarkson Gilkey, Chick-
asha.
Grant—Ellis W, Eddy, Medford,
Greer—Lem H. Tittle, Mangum,
Harmon—Richard F, Dudley, Hollis.
Harper—Chairmanship vacant,
Haskell—W. G. Stigler, Stigler.
Hughes—Charles L. Orr, Holdenville.
Jackson—Paul F. Pearson, Altus,
Jefierson—DMrs, Ethel N, Anderson, Waurika.
{\ohnatan—Sl:quy Cutmingham, Tishomingo,
Lay—Dr, Laile G. Neal, Ponca City.
Kingfisher—Carl J, Thompson, Kingfisher,
Kiowa—R. Place Montgomery, Hobart.

Latimer—Miss Florence G, Miller, Wilburton.
LeFlore—Elbert L. Costner, Panama.
Lincoln—Dr. Ned Burleson, Prague,
Logan—Merle G. Smith, Guthrie.
Love—Crawford W. Cameron, Marietta.
Major—L. H. Gasaway, Fairview,
Marshall—A. B. Bray, Madill.
Mayes—Ernest R, Brown, Pryor,
MeClain—Cy Ellinger, Purcell.
MeCurtain—Walter Scott, Idabel.
MeIntosh—Otho Green, Eufaula,
Murray—Ewing Sadler, Sulphur.
Muskogee—A. Camp Bonds, Muskogee.
Noble—Al T, Singletary, Perry.
Nowata—James A, Strickland, Nowata.
Okfuskee—Theodore H. Ottesen, Okemah,
Oklahoma—Lee B, Thompson, Oklahoma City.
Okmulgee—A. N, (Jack) Boatman, Okmulgee,
Osage—Dr. Roscoe Walker, Pawhuska.
Ottawa—M. R, Tidwell, Jr., Miami.
Pawnee—S. |. Bryant, Pawnee,
l’:lyne-—-Gmrge R. Taylor, Stillwater,
Pittsburg—W. S, Horton, McAlester,
Pontotoc—Oscar Hatcher, Ada.
Pottawatomie— James B. l&[illur‘ Shawnee,
Roger Mills—L. W, Kitehens, Chevenne,
Rogers—H, Tom Kight, Jr., Claremore,
Seminole—Harry Simmons, Wewoka.
Sequoyah-—], Fred Green, Sallisaw.
Stephens—N. L. Gearge, Duncan,
Texas—Vincent Dale, Guymon.
Tillman—Harrison Roe, Frederick.
Tulsa—C. C. Ingle, Tulsa,

Wagoner—C. Gordon Watts, Wagoner.
Washington—H. E. Wrinkle, Bartlesville.
Washita—Mrs, Alta Loomis Carder, Cordell.
Woods—Brette E, Taylor, Woodward.

Out-of-State Council Chairmen

Arizona—Tueson, A. Q. Johnson.

Arkansas— Fort Smith, af’ W. Anderson,

California—Long Beach, Manning 8. Moore; Los
Angeles, Wilson E. Smith; San Diego, Jewel-
dean Brodie; San Francisco, Dr. Adena C.
Dutton,

Colorado—Denver, Frank Keller,

Connecticut—Hartford, Ellis H. Clarkson; New
Haven, Jackson P, Sickels.

District of Columbia—Paul A. Walker,

Georgia—Atlanta, { F. Malone.

Ilinois—Chicago, Wesley I. Nunn; Effingham,
Clarence E. Brehm; Evanston, John H. Bass;
l\-Iattann, Mrs. Paul Duffield; Olney, F. A. Cal-
vert, Jr.

Indiana—Evansville, Earl Westmoreland, Jr.

Lowa—lowa City, John Wesley Kitchens,

Kansas—Arkansas City, Reuben R. McCornack;
Kansas City, Paul N. Campbell; Topeka, Dr.
Albert H, Marshall; Wichita, John A, Paynter,

Kentucky—Louisville, John Jacob Hamilton.

Lounisiana—New Orleans, Floyd Lee Zimmer-
man; Shreveport, George H, Weber.

Maryland—Baltimore, Franklin D, Martin.

Massachusetts—Boston, Mrs, Theodore Halper-
in; Cambridge, John D, Hadsell.

Michigan—Detroit, Ray H. Haun,

Minnesota—=5St. Paul, Dr, Curry Bell.

Missouri—Jefferson City, Lawrence H. Arm-
strong; Kansas City, Albert Drake; St, Louis,
Rohert M. Sayre.

New Mexico—Albuquerque, Violet Jahn; Carls-
bad, Barney T. Burns; Hobbs, Mary Alice
Murray; Roswell, A. B. Carpenter,

New York—Ithaca, Cecil W. Armstrong; New
York City, Hughes B, Davis,

North Carolina—Durham, Dr. Robert Allen
Knight.

Oregon—Portland, Mrs. Inez Lacey Evans,
Pennsylvania—Philadelphia, Dr. John Hervey;
Pittsburgh, George L. Yates.
Tc'nnessec-—i’[i‘mphi:}, Walter L. Berry.
Texas—Amarillo, L. R, Hagy; Austin, Paul Bol-
ton; Bonham, Mrs. O, L. Couch; Dallas, Carl
D. McWade; El TPaso, Baxter Polk: Fort
Worth, Fritz L. Aurin; Gladewater, Dr. A, R,
Hancock; Houston, W, Dow Hamm; Lubbock,
Parker Prouty; San Antonio, Robert N, Kolm;
Shamrock, Alhert Cooper; Tyler, A, C, Wright;
Wichita Falls and Electra, Charles . MeGaha.
Utah—Salt Lake City, Robert H. Slover,
Virginia—Norfolk, Jackson Floy Scovel,
Washington—Seattle, Dr. Richard D, Roys.
Wisconsin—Milwaukee, Carl Taylor.
Alaska—Fairbanks, Noel C, Ross. )
Antarctic—Byrd Expedition, Arnold Court.
British West Indies—8an Fernando, Trinidad,
Oakley M. Woaodward, Jr.
Canada—Vancouver, British Columbia, Dr. Roy
W. Anderson; Winnipeg, Manitoba, Gerald M,
Hechter.
Panama Canal Zone—DBalboa, Subert Turhyfill,
Cula—Cristo Oriente Provinee, David St. Clair;
Havana, Mrs. Dorothy Cansler Geis,
Hawaii—Oahai, Honolulu, James Hamilton Tab-
or; Honolulu, Schofield Barracks, and Lihue,
Lt. Perry B, Hackett,
Japan—Kyoto, Winbhurn T. Thomas; Tokyo,
I'homas Lester Blakemore, Jr.
Mexico—Mexico City, Betty Kirk.
Palestine—Jerusalem, Rohert Lisle Lindsey.
Venezuela—Barcelona, . H., Neff; Caracas,
Santiago lzquierdo Vera; Caripito, Woodrnw
Huddleston; Cindad Bolivar, D, €, McKinley;
Maracaibo, Earl T. Warren,




