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Vision of Accomplishment

Some years ago a group of 15 alumni of the University of
California approached Robert Sibley, then president of the Mc-
Graw-Hill Publishing Company of California, and asked him to
become executive manager of the alumni program at California.

“If you will go out and get $30,000 and lock it up in the bank,
I'll see about it.” They did and he did.

Now the California Alumni Association has 26,500 dues-pay-
ing members with an endowment fund in excess of $600,000 estab-
lished through the sale of more than 12,000 life memberships in
the Association, constituting the largest organization of its kind
in the world.

In view of this remarkable record, it is interesting to examine
Mr. Sibley’s statement of the basic requirements of an alumni
association:

1. A large and widely distributed membership.

2. The full sympathy of the university administration.

3. A democratic form of organization for the alumni asso-
ciation,

4. Events to bring alumni back to the campus for the re-

newal of campus acquaintances and the revisitation to under-
graduate scenes, which stimulate activity and interest.

5. Providing means to carry the university to alumni by club
organization, faculty speakers, meetings and programs of a like
nature,

6. Maintenance of a lively, up-to-date periodical.

7. A vision of accomplishment.

No single one of these factors has been entirely neglected by
the University of Oklahoma Association, but certainly there is
much to be done toward achieving a completely rounded pro-
gram such as Mr. Sibley outlines.

The O. U. association meets the requirement for a widely
distributed membership—extending in this case to some forty
states—but it does not have a really large membership in terms
of percentage of the total number of alumni. Perhaps we do not
have 15 alumni like those California patriots who put $30,000 in
the bank to conduct a campaign. But the O. U. Alumni Associa-
tion has some good leadership and some good workers. With a
sufficiently clear vision of accomplishment, it can keep increasing
its membership and its strength.
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