William Bennett Bizzell

“T solemnly pledge my best efforts to so direct
the policies of the University as to merit the
moral and financial support of all those who be-
lieve in the cause of education. 1 shall have no
divided allegiance during the nme I shall serve
as president of the University. My entre time
and thought shall be given to the task that has
been set before me."—Inaugural address, William
Bennett Bizzell, January 5, 1926.

S]XTF,]:,N years have passed
since William Bennett Bizzell, leaving an
outstandingly successful career as presi-
dent of Texas A. and M. College and as-
sociated schools, came to the University of
Oklahoma to dedicate his energies and
abilities to building and developing this
state university.

As he prepares to retire August 1 from
the presidency, and become president
emeritus and head of the sociology de-
partment, a survey of the eventful years
of his administration shows that President
Bizzell has fulfilled the promises of his
inaugural pledge to the utmost. In ma-
terial progress, and in scholastic repu-
tation, the University of Oklahoma has
become a vastly different institution than
it was when he walked into the president’s
office in the summer of 1925, hung up his
hat. and went to work on a thousand dif-
ferent problems.

To some, it may seem that sixteen years
have passed rapidly, that this period is
only a short time. Yet it represents one-
third of the entire life of the University.
With all due respect to the valuable and
capable work of the early administrators,
it may be truly said that it is this last third
of the University's life that has seen the
institution flower into full stature as a
well rounded, mature university.

Of the 21,607 degrees that have been
conferred by the University since its es-
tablishment, President Bizzell has confer-
red 16,201. Of even more significance
in showing the advances in scholarship is
the fact that President Bizzell has con-
ferred 2,151 of the 2,532 graduate de-
grees given by the University.
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When President Bizzell came to the
University 16 years ago, he found many
things that challenged his immediate at-
tention. The south boundary of the
campus was back of the Administration
Building. Behind this beautiful structure
there was what amounted to a dump heap.
Jrooks Street was not paved and Asp
was poorly surfaced. Classrooms were
overcrowded. The teaching load was too
heavy. The faculty salary scale was not
adequate to keep good men from being
lured away to better-paying jobs. The
campaign for funds to build a Stadium and
Union building was lagging. The campus
“utilities department” consisted of a car-
penter and a plumber and a few miscel-
laneous laborers who worked independ-
ently and were likely to come to the pres-
ident’s office each morning for instruc-
tions as to what to do,

Most discouraging of all to the new
president, who had loved books all his
life, was the smallness and inadequacy of
the University library, then located in the
building now used by the School of Art.
The library on July 1, 1925, had only
65,500 volumes. The University had its
own print shop, but was doing no pub-
lishing work of any consequence. The
Extension Division was doing creditable
work in a number of fields, but did not
have a well rounded program.

P RESIDENT BIZZELL had three major
interests in mind as he tackled the difficult
situation that faced him: (1) Establish-
ment of a University Press to teach by
means of the printed word; (2) Develop-
ment of the University’s research and
graduate study program; and (3) De-
velopment of the extension program to
bring about a “statewide campus.”

All of these, of course, tied in together
as part of a general program to raise the
scholarship standards of the University.

In his inaugural address, President Biz-
zell expressed his ideas upon the pro-
gram of the University in somewhat more
detail, expressing it in terms of objectives:

“l. The development of a more versa-
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In Both Physical Plant and Scholastic
Reputation, the University Has Made

Tremendous Gains in the Bizzell Era

tile and more conscientious citizenship.

“2, The attainment of a more stable
and more satisfying social life.

“3. A human product better fortified
against human ills and physical deteriora-
tion.

“4. A widespread dissemination of a
knowledge of rational living.

“5S. Insuring to society a surplus of ma-
terial goods and social advantages.”

During the first third of his adminis-
tration, President Bizzell made tremen-
dous strides toward putting his program
into full effect. Then the full force of
the economic depression hit Oklahoma
and with it came drastic slashes in the
state appropriations given the University.
The last ten years of his administration,
which President Bizzell has referred to
as “the hardest ten years of my life,” have
necessarily been devoted largely to efforts
to keep the University’s standards high
in the face of increasing enrolment and
decreasing revenue. The way in which
President Bizzell has maintained and even
raised the scholastic ideals of the Univer-
sity during such a period of stress is per-
haps his outstanding achievement, though
it is intangible and not so obvious as the
physical improvements made on the camp-
us during the earlier years of his admin-
istration.

In recent years critics have sometimes
remarked that President Bizzell “is not
a good politician—he doesn’t know how
to deal with the legislature.”

Yet it might be said. with good reason,
that President Bizzell is probably the only
man in America who could have got $560,-
000 from an Oklahoma legislature for a
library building.

This was one of the first things the new
president attempted when he came to the
University from Texas. He found J. L.
Rader struggling along as librarian with
an inadequate building and the compar-
atively small number of 65,500 books.

“We can’t build a great University
without a great library,” President Biz-
zell told the members of the Board of Re-
gents—and any one else who would listen.
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He talked about it for a while and then he
put $500,000 in the University's budget
request to be presented to the next Legis-
lature,

The regents looked at the $500,000
item, and smiled indulgently. “It’s a nice
idea,” they said, “but you can’t ever get
it—not in this state.”” However there was
one man on the board who was enthusi-
astic over the idea. He was John Rogers,
I4law, Tulsa attorney and oil man who
is now a member of the State Board of
Regents for Higher Education. Mr. Rog-
ers, a man of scholarly interests as well
as a successful business man, went to bat
for the $500,000 library propesal, and
finally it was left in the budget request
that went to the legislature.

N() one took the half million dollar
project very seriously, at first. Finally
President Bizzell appeared personally be-
fore a legislative committee to make his
argument for the budget request. The
committee suggested that they would give
the University the library building if he
would cut the amount to $200,000.

“It’s not enough,” President Bizzell re-
plied. “It will take at least $500,000 and
that will only build the first unit.”

Committee members decided that a lit-
tle horse trading was necessary, They
upped their offer to $250,000, then $350.-
000. President Bizzell stood pat. It was
a half million or nothing. Then legisla-
tors ran out of arguments. Here was a
man who undoubtedly knew what a li-
brary ought to be. They weren't quite
sure about it themselves. President Biz-
zell talked some more. He pictured what
a great library would mean to the Uni-
versity, to the thousands of students of
the future, to the cultural standards of the
entire state.

He got the half million.

Actually, that wasn't the whole story.
President Bizzell hadn’t mentioned the
cost of steel stacks. He went back to the
legislature later and asked for $60,000
more for stacks for the library building!
The legislature was a bit stunned to find
that the half million wasn't enough, but
the equipment money was provided. By
then, the whole state was proud of the
library project.

The University library, with J. L. Ra-
der still as librarian, now has more than
225,000 volumes, a Treasure Room con-
taining many rare volumes of Elizabethan
literature, and the valuable Phillips Col-
lection of Southwestern Historical Mater-
jals. The present building was so de-
signed that eventually it can be connected
to the Administration Building with two
wings, forming a quadrangle, which
would provide stack capacity for a mil-
lion books.

The beautiful library building is per-
haps the best symbol of President Bizzell's
administration, representing both the phy-
sical improvements he made on the camp-
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The Bizzell family
just  before moving
to Norman from Col-
lege Station, Texas.
Mrs. Bizzell, daugh-
ter Elaine, and Dr.
Bizzell

President Bizzell pic-
tured in his office at
0. U. soon after tak-
ing over in 1925.
The stuffed bird in
the background later
was relegated to the
Zoology Museum

Many  celebrities
have visited Presi-
dent Bizzell's book-
lined office. Here the
visitor is Burton Ras-
coe, noted writer and
critic.

Along with his deep
interest in scholarly
things, Dr. Bizzell
has an excellent sense
of humor. Here he
is obviously enjoying
a social gathering at
the Phi Gamma Del-
ta house in company
with Senator Josh
Lee (left) and Rep.
Mike Monroney
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Sixteen Years of Achievement

us, and the high ideals of scholarship he
has stood for.

The better library facilities form one of
the major items that have made possible
the rapid development of the Graduate
School in recent years.

Establishment of the University Press,
which President Bizzell brought about to
vitalize the function of teaching through
the printed word is a major achievement
of the last sixteen years. It was President
Bizzell who brought Joseph A. Brandt
to the O. U. campus in 1928 to begin a
publishing program that has earned the
University of Oklahoma national and
world-wide recognition as a publishing
center for scholarly and regional and his-
torical material.

One of President Bizzell's innovations
on the campus, which is not spectacular
but which contributes greatly to the
smooth functioning of the physical plant,
was the organization of a wutilities depart-
ment soon after his arrival in Norman.

It is literally true that the small group
of workmen engaged in repair and main-
tenance work on the campus reported to
the president’s office for instructions about
where to do a little painting or where to
repair a leaky faucet.

President Bizzell brought to the campus
W. W. Kraft, an engineer who was suc-
cessful in his profession and who came to
Norman only in response to an urgent
personal appeal from Dr. Bizzell.

“I've got to have your help in organiz-
ing a utilities department to run this phys-
ical plant,” Dr. Bizzell told him. “The
Board of Affairs is complaining about the
way the power plant is run, and the car-
penter and the plumber are worrying me
about what they are supposed to do.”

Kraft accepted the position as the Uni-
versity’s first superintendent of utilities.
Over a period of years and in spite of
constantly reduced maintenance appropri-
ations, he has kept the physical plant in
good condition and has kept the utility
services operating smoothly.

Visioning the importance of orderly de-
velopment of the campus building pro-
gram over a long period of years—both
from the viewpoint of symmetry and for
efficiency of operation—President Bizzell
worked out a master plan of building ar-
rangement with correlated heating and
utility tunnels. This master plan will
largely determine the location of future
buildings on the campus and insure con-
formance to a carefully thought-out plan.

One of the major achievements has
been development of the University of
Oklahoma Medical Center in Oklahoma
City. At the time Dr. Bizzell came to
Norman, the first two years of medical
work were given in Norman, and the re-
mainder in Oklahoma City where clinical
work could be done in connection with
the University Hospital. For many rea-
sons, it seemed desirable to combine all
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of the medical classwork in Oklahoma
City if adequate facilities could be pro-
vided.

At that ume, also, there was a move-
ment in the state for a hospital for crip-
pled children as it had been found that
many Oklahoma children who faced the
prospects of being crippled for life could
be restored to normal physical condition
by proper surgical care and hospitaliza-
tion.

The University requested the Legisla-
ture to appropriate $500,000 for a Crip-
pled Children’s Hospital and $250,000
for a medical school building, both to be
erected near the University Hospital and
form the nucleus of a Medical Center of
great value to the state.

With the active support of Lew Wentz,
Ponca City oil man philanthropist who
had sponsored the Oklahoma Society for
Crippled Children, and Joe Hamilton, sec-
retary of the society, the appropriation
was voted by the legislature.

University officials were not entirely
sure that Governor Henry S. Johnston
would sign the building appropriation bill
calling for $750,000 expenditure. President
Bizzell and Lew Wentz called at the gov-
ernor’s office and explained how import-
ant they believed the proposed buildings
were. Then Mr. Wentz told the gover-
nor that if he would sign the bill right
then, that he would write a check for
$50,000 to be added to the student loan
fund he had already created at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma.

“l remember that occasion, when the
governor's signature meant the University
was receiving $800,000, as one of the big
thrills of the last sixteen years,” Dr. Biz-
zell recalls.

T HE beauty of the University campus
has been greatly improved in recent years,
under the immediate supervision of How-
ard Jensen, landscape gardner. President
Bizzell has taken an active interest in the
development of beauty spots around the
campus, such as the sunken garden back
of the Administration Building, the form-
al garden between the Library and the
Business Administration Building, the
rock garden in the South Oval, and
many other garden spots. The system of
campus walks and streets has been vastly
improved.

The major buildings added to the camp-
us since 1925 include the Women’s Resi-
dential Halls, completed in 1926; Bu-
chanan Hall, 1926; Fieldhouse, 1937;
School of Medicine Building and Crippled
Children’s Hospital, 1927-28; Ellison In-
firmary, 1928; completion of Stadium,
1928; Oklahoma Memorial Union, 1928
(tower added in 1936); Petroleum En-
gineering Laboratory, 1929; Library, 1929;
enlarging of Press Building, 1929; Busi-
ness Administration Building, and Biolog-
ical Sciences Building, 1936.

These are a few of the highlights of the
tangible, physical improvements made on
the University campus during the last
sixteen years. However, if President Biz-
zell were asked to list the things that give
him greatest satisfaction, he would prob-
ably list some of the intangibles—the vast-
ly higher ideals of scholarship now exist-
ing on the campus, the much greater in-
terest in good books, the state and na-
tional recognition given the University
for its achievements in scholarly fields,
and the great increase in the number of
ways that the University is serving the
general public of Oklahoma.

Dr Bizzell said in his inaugural ad-
dress: “The obligations of the state uni-
versity cannot be completely fulfilled by
offering instruction to a few thousand res-
ident students. Education today is not
restricted to the youth of the land. The
thirst for knowledge has no age restric-
tions. The state-supported university
must satisfy the intellectual hunger of
every man and woman, regardless of age
or place of residence within the state xxx
We must, therefore, think of the state’s
geographical boundaries as the limits of
the university campus and the people of
the state should regard the buildings here
in Norman merely as the reservoirs of
knowledge that they may freely tap when-
ever they desire.”

An examination of the records of the
University radio station, the correspond-
ence study department, the visual educa-
tion library, the package library service,
the lecture and entertainment bureau, the
short courses and institutes program, and
many other phases of the present Univer-
sity extension program shows that this
ideal of a statewide campus has been made
an actuality.

The reputation of the University of Ok-
lahoma as an alive, progressive institution
of high standards has become so general
over the country in recent years that it
has been possible to bring many out-
standing young men to the O. U. faculty
on a low salary scale. They know that
experience and development on the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma staff adds much to
their professional stature. If it were not
for this ability to attract able young men
to fill vacancies on the staff, the Univer-
sity would have suffered much more from
the severe budget reductions of the last
decade.

President Bizzell also has been unus-
ually successful in holding the loyalty and
enthusiasm of many faculty members who
might easily obtain better paying positions
elsewhere, but who have become so  deeply
interested in helping the University of Ok-
lahoma solve its problems that they stay
on here.

The improved scholastic standards and
increase in graduate work and research
work in general after President Bizzell
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came to Norman resulted in the estab-
lishment of an O. U. chapter of Sigma
Xi, honorary scientific research fraternity,
which was hailed as an indication that
the University was nationally recognized
as a mature university with a full-fledged
research program.

One of Dr Bizzell's dreams which went
unfulfilled because of the economic de-
pression was the erection of a group of
science buildings on the campus. The
first unit of the Biological Sciences Build-
ing, completed in 1936, was only a start
of a program he had hoped to complete.

The story of President Bizzell's admin-
istration does not lie entirely in what he
has done. The story, and very much of
the story. lies in what President Bizzell 7.

Through his work as administrative
head of the University, through his thous-
ands of contacts with the people of Okla-
homa, he has become a symbol of char-
acter and integrity and the aliveness of
higher education.

A man who can speak on the abstract
subject “Scholarship” and hold the intent
interest of a crowd of several hundred
persons, as Dr. Bizzell as done on many
occasions, and who can inspire any av-
erage group of citizens in the cause of
education, exerts a tremendous influence
on the intellectual life of his state.

“Ignorance is a curse of God; knowl-
edge is the wing wherewith we fly to
heaven,” is a quotation that President
Bizzell has used in describing his con-
ception of the obligation of a University
to promote scholarship and learning.

A kindly man, President Bizzell has
probably never been made really angry
except on the few occasions when careless
critics questioned, by implication, his in-
tegrity. Throughout his years as a col-
lege administrator, he has a written rec-
ord of never having overspent the ap-
propriations given him to administer; and
he has been scrupulous in accounting ful-
ly for every penny entrusted to him.

But the kind of man he really is has
been displayed, not in the written records
or the public prints, but in the dark hours
when disaster threatened the University
of Oklahoma and President Bizzell had
to decide in his own heart and mind
what he would do about it. These threats,
during the last ten years, have been more
numerous that the public realizes. The
economic depression, and the suspicious
attitude of several governors toward the
University put President Bizzell in ex-
tremely difficult situations time and time
again.

There were occasions, known only to
close associates and a few alumni leaders,
when Dr. Bizzell wanted very much to
resign from the University rather than
suffer personal indignities that were being
forced upon him. That he decided, in
every instance, to stay on and continue
fighting for the welfare of the University
is a demonstration of his unselfish love
for the institution. And when he con-
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sidered the time for his retirement was
drawing near, it was his own suggestion
of a resignation a year in advance of re-
tirement that made it possible for the
change in administration to be made with
a minimum of lost motion.

Although it must have been a very
human temptation to file his resignation
and cast aside immediately all respon-
sibility for the difficult problems faced by
the University, it was thoroughly in char-
acter for him to agree to stay on as pres-
ident while a successor was being chosen,
and then to continue to serve the Uni-
versity and the state as head of the de-
partment of sociology.

A MAN of integrity, Dr. Bizzell is also
a good citizen of Oklahoma. Aside from
his purely educational interests, he has
taken part in many worthwhile civic ac-
tivities, and in national affairs.

He has served as president of the Na-
tional Association of State Universities, as
member of the Board of Visitors of the
United States Naval Academy at Annapo-
lis, member of the board of directors of
the Home Loan Bank, Topeka, Kansas,
president of the Southwestern Social Sci-
ence Association, and trustee of the Nel-
son Foundation at Kansas City, being the
only one of the Nelson trustees who has
served continuously since the trust was
established.

As a member of the Norman Rotary
Club, the Norman Chamber of Commerce
and other local groups, he has also been
a good citizen in his own community.

The Bizzell home, presided over by
gracious Mrs. Bizzell, and containing Dr.
Bizzell's extensive private library, has
been a pleasant center of campus social
life, where visitors were always welcome.
In spite of the large amount of entertain-
ing of distinguished guests that is inevit-
able in a president’s home, the Bizzell
family has maintained a normal home
life. The Bizzell grandchildren have
been frequent visitors at the White House,
and in the last few years President Bizzell
has often been seen walking down Boyd
street hand in hand with a grandchild.

Early in June, President Bizzell went
to New York City and received from
President Butler of Columbia University,
largest university in the world, the Uni-
versity medal for Excellence. The cita-
tion read, “William Bennett Bizzell, pres-
ident of the University of Oklahoma,
constant leader in education and good cit-
izenship.” This is the highest award which
Columbia confers upon its graduates.

One of the best word descriptions of
President Bizzell was given by Kenneth
Kaufman, '16, professor of modern lan-
guages, in an introduction at the class
reunion last month.

“In all the years T have known Dr.
Bizzell,” said Mr. Kaufman, “and I have
known him pretty intimately, and 1 have
known him during times when the sled-
ding was pretty rough, I have never

known him to say an unkind word to or
about anybody. I think that kindness is
one of the characteristics of a great man;
I have never known a great man who
was not kind. I might go on and tell
you a great many things about Dr. Bizzell,
about his scholarship, about his love for
books, about what he has done to promote
the growth of literature in the Southwest,
about the achievements he has accomp-
lished; T might go on for a long time
telling you things that would set this man
apart; but to me his two outstanding
characteristics are his love for books and
his love for humanity. And it seems to
me that if there is any one thing to be re-
quired of an educator it is that very gift
of bringing humanity and books to-
gether.”

Something of the student body’s feeling
toward Dr. Bizzell was expressed in the
dedication of the 1941 Yearbook, which
closed with the words, “He retires with-
out a doubt as the best loved man in Ok-
lahoma.”

A dramatic tribute to President Bizzell
from the president of the Board of Re-
gents was presented as an unscheduled
feature of the University Commencement
exercises June 9. Joe Looney, 20ba, 22
law, of Wewoka, took over the micro-
phone on the platform and gave the fol-
lowing tribute;

Doctor William Bennett Bizzell has been pres-
ident of the University of Oklahoma for sixteen
years. For almost fifteen years of that nme, |
have had the privilege of serving on the Board
of Regents. This has given me a most excellent
opportunity to see and to know the President
and the Man.

He has always been the thoughtful, scholarly,
quiet type of executive, carcfully avoiding the
spectacular which so often causes fricion and
heartburnings, deliberately making improvement
here and there after thoroughly considering men
and policies, ever aiming at an orderly, smooth-
working, highly efficient administration. Limited
funds have been wisely and judiciously used to
the end that our people may receive a dollar's
worth of educational service for every dollar in
taxes spent.

Under his administration, the University has
experienced its greatest growth. The student
body has nearly doubled in size, and yet Dr.
Bizzell has always placed the emphasis upon
scholarship, never upon mere numbers. Many
useful buildings and much needed equipment
have been added to our lovely grounds; but,
unfortunately they have not kept pace with the
growth of the student body.

His has been a constructive administration.
Sound scholarship has been promoted.  Broad,
liberal culture has been advanced. True in-
tellectual freedom has been fostered.  Democ-
racy has been emphasized. Belief in and re-
spect for the ideals and institutions of America
have been encouraged. The spirit of the greatest
Teacher of all has been nurtured.

His has been the guiding hand during these
years of progress. What pride and joy must be
his as he looks out upon this campus and back
across the years! Even maore, what greater pride
and what greater joy must be his as he gazes
in retrospect upon the thousands of young men
and women passing across the commencement
stage into an active life of good citizenship and
useful service! Yes, he has done infinitely more
than to lead in building a fine University. He
has led in building life and character—manhood
and womanhood—for Oklahoma.

In so doing, his private life has been a no-
table example in right living, Ths Christian
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character has been a tremendous influence for
good. His home life, which is as gentle and
beautiful as the flowers of spring, is admired
by each and all.

Dr. Bizzell soon leaves the arduous duties of
administration for his beloved field of teaching,
He remains on the faculty as president emeritus
and head of the Department of Saciology. Thus,
our boys and girls will continue to reccive wis-
dom and inspiration from a life so rich in ex-
perience.

Oklahoma is proud of Dr. Bizzell for what he
15, Oklahoma is grateful to Dr. Bizzell for what
he has done. He has richly ecarned from the
state of his adoption the righteous verdict of
“well done, good and faithful servant.”

No short article could do more than
select a few of the highlights from the
Bizzell administration, and present a very
small portion of the many, many public
tributes that have been paid to the man’s
ability and character and qualities of per-
sonality that have endeared him to the
people of Oklahoma.

To discuss President Bizzell's troubles
with politicians would require a book in
itself.  The difficulty probably can be
summed up in the simple statement that
he just doesn't talk their language. Bas-
ically, President Bizzell and many of the
politicians who have taken issue with him
believe in the same general objectives for
the University. But they have different
methods of approach, different operating
methods—and different ways of express-
ing their beliefs. So they never got to-
gether. In some ways it is unfortunate,
but there has also been a very valuable re-
sult: the people of Oklahoma are thor-
oughly and completely convinced that
President Bissell has kept the University
free of political meddling, and if it was
necessary to pay a price for this independ-
ence, who can say that it wasn't worth
while to pay whatever price was necessary
to uphold the good name of the Univer-
sity?

President Bizzell has brought the Uni-
versity a great program of physical im-
provements, a flowering of scholastic ma-
turity, an expansion of service to the gen-
eral public of Oklahoma, a steady growth
as a center of literature and art, and a
growing vision of the importance of
higher education to the welfare of a state.

The University of Oklahoma is fortu-
nate in that Dr. Bizzell, in retiring from
the duties of president, is willing to con-
tinue serving as president emeritus and
as head of the department of sociology.
In this state and in this nation, social
science has lagged far behind the natural
sciences. By taking the leadership in this
phase of the University's program, Dr.
Bizzell is going into a field with unlim-
ited opportunities for achievement. He
1s not retiring. He is tackling a new re-
sponsibility with all the enthusiasm and
loyalty to the cause of education that have
made him a success in everything he ever
tried.

A A A

Lt James H. Richards, “40ba, '40bs, formerly
stationed at Fort Douglas, Utah, has been trans-
ferred to the proving grounds at Aberdeen,
Maryland, for a two-menths ordnance school.
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on this country. Vacillating people who
have no faith in anything are the easiest
to conquer. But those people who are
united by their faith in an ideal are the
toughest to vanquish.

If a great wave of patriotism should
sweep over this country today, it would
be worth more to the cause of national
defense than ten divisions of trained
soldiers. No matter if we build the most
powerful tanks, planes and battleships in
the world, they will not defend us unless
we have the spirit of liberty.

Frances spent billions of francs on her
military defenses.  She had, numerically,
the largest army in the world. But France
was without a soul. She had lost faith
in _humanity. She no longer believed in
the ideal of democracy nor the divinity
of God. France, was therefore, demor-
alized and defenseless.

Thus, France was ripe for Hitler's prop-
aganda. The people were cynical and
skeptical. Do you recall how in the
hectic days preceding the fall of France,
the people, in their confusion, doubt and
suspicion, changed their government of-
ficials and their military commanders one
after another on the eve of the fall of
France? This lack of confidence on the
part of the French people was worth many
armored divisions to Hitler's cause.

France had fallen a victim to the deadly
Nazi propaganda.

The story is told of the eagle which
lay dying on a rock, and the eagle was
saddened even more when he noticed
that the feather which guided the arrow
to his heart had come from his own wing,

Surely, today, as the last pulsing hope
of freedom has been crushed out of poor
France by the ruthless heel of the dic-
tator, she must be saddened even more
to know that she contributed to her own
downfall by surrendering those spiritual
fortresses of faith.

Following the recent and final capitu-
lation of France, in which General Petain
agreed to full collaboration with Ger-
many, Vice-Premier Darlan made the an-
nouncement that General Petain had to
choose between life and death, and that
Petain had chosen life. But it would
have been more accurate to have said
that Petain had to choose between resis-
tance or slavery, and Petain chose slavery.

What a contrast between Petain’s foul
pledge, and the statement of that great
British leader, who recently said, “The
English people would rather die on their
feet than live on their knees.”

What a contrast between the choice of
France, and the statement of that great
American, Patrick Henry, when he said,
“Give me liberty, or give me death.”

Today you graduate from this univer-
sity, but your efforts will all have been in
vain unless the forces of democracy are
able to stop the totalitarian powers in

their march around the globe. Therefore,
I call upon you for a full measure of con-
fidence in your leaders. Hitler is trying
desperately at the present time to shake
the faith of the American people in their
public officials, and thereby undermine
their confidence in the integrity of their
own government.

Therefore, if you would do your part
in strengthening the defense of America,
you can weave the strong fabric of na-
tional unity by maintaining loyal faith in
the leadership of President Roosevelt.
The most defeating blow which you can
deal Hitler in America is to give Presi-
dent Roosevelt the same loyal support
which the English people are today giving
to Prime Minister Churchill.

Then, again we must not only mani-
fest loyalty to the champions of democ-
racy; we must renew our devotion to the
ideal of liberty itself,

We have enjoyed freedom until we
have come to take it for granted. We
treat our freedom just like we do our
health.  We never think about it until
we are about to lose it.

The glowing words of democracy have
lost some of their meaning because they
are so familiar, but what a dynamic mean-
ing those words must have to the poor
souls who are today languishing in the
concentration camps of Europe.

What a meaning they must have to
those unfortunate human beings who are
tracked down and murdered by Gestapo
bloodhounds.

The right of habeas corpus, trial by
jury, freedom of speech, freedom of the
press, freedom of religion, the right to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness
—these are some of the dynamic words
of democracy which we have rubbed shiny
in our pockets.

Yet there is enough explosive power in
these words to blow Hitler to Kingdom
Come if free men everywhere will but
touch off the dynamite which they con-
tain.

Then again, not only should the torches
of liberty be relighted, but Christian pe-
ople everywhere should be rallying their
forces to oppose this anti-Christ barbarian.
If Hitler is able to spread the Nazi curse
over the world, there will be no room for
Christanity—no room for the worship of
any God but Hitler—no room for any re-
ligion but the State.

When people have unshakeable faith in
their God, it gives them strength. They
have something to anchor to. They are
not easily demoralized by propaganda.
Therefore, Christian people should come
together under the banner of the Cross
and unite around their faith in God.
Such unity will frustrate Hitler and
strengthen America.

This war is different from any other

(PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 38)
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