
A Campus Vignett e

The Commuter
By DON MAIN, '5 5

When people think of students, the y
think in terms of resident students . Sel-
dom do they think of the almost unknow n
student, the one who goes back and forth
to school-the commuter. When you con-
sider statistics, there are many commuters
going to O .U. According to the campu s
Safety Bureau there are 476 cars registere d
as commuters, and 952 students indicate
they are commuting-almost one-tenth o f
the student body .

People ask, "Why on earth are you com-
muting? " and at times at 6 a .m. on a cold ,
bleak, wintry morning, you ask yoursel f
the same question . You are commuting
because it enables you to go to school . You
couldn ' t go any other way .

Most people commute from the home o f
relatives or friends or have a job whic h
pays more than Norman jobs, all of whic h
lets you cut corners on expenses . Even
though you don ' t like getting up at 6 i n
the morning and hurrying to catch you r
ride down to Norman every day, in th e
long run all the trials and tribulations will
be forgotten on the day you receive you r
diploma. You will probably decide the n
that it wasn 't really half as bad as you im-
agined-in fact you sort of wish you woul d
be coming back to your friends and asso-
ciates for another semester of school .

A commuter gets quite a different view
of school and school life than a person wh o
lives on the campus . He doesn ' t see too

much of the social side of the campus un-
less he joins a fraternity or sorority . He
sees the more formal side of college, th e
buildings, the friendly classmates and th e
professor with his aged notes . The students
living on campus get a better opportunity
to go to lectures and speeches that are hel d
at night .

One of the pleasant things about com-
muting is that the daily trips to Norma n
usually contain bull sessions . These ses-
sions range in topics from the fall of Na-
poleon at Waterloo to current income ta x
requirements . These sessions can be al -
most as educational as school itself and cer -
tainly help to pass the time .

Let 's sum it up this way, commuting i s
not the best way to go through the Uni-
versity because you do miss much of th e
feeling of campus life and activities . Yo u
do get the formal education but lose ou t
on the campus football rallies, Christma s
serenading, evening organization meeting s
and the many other meetings and lecture s
you would be able to attend . But being abl e
to commute has been a blessing to many be -
cause it makes it possible for many people
to go to O .U. when they wouldn 't have a
chance any other way-I know from ex-
perience .
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