
Oklahoma and
the Democratic Whip

TTIE most important event in my Con-
gressional career occurred January 4,

1955, when Majority Leader John McCor-
mack invited me to become Democratic
Whip of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives .

I was in my office that morning going
through the usual routine of answering
mail and seeing visitors . Although the
first session of the 84th Congress would not
officially open for another 24 hours, the vol-
ume of mail and the number of visitors
already were increasing . There was every
indication that this would be a busy year
for me .

Little did I know at that moment how
busy it was really going to be . I had given
no thought whatever to any new and addi-
tional duties before my secretary stuck her
head inside my office to say that John Mc-
Cormack wanted to see me right away in
his office .

I remember wondering at the time what
the Democratic Leader might want . But
since I had no idea at all, there was no point
in speculating . I simply headed for his office
as any other Congressman would do when
summoned by Mr. McCormack.
The details of what happened then are a

little blurred in my memory now because it
all seemed to happen so fast. I do know
Mr . McCormack went straight to the point:
he advised me that he and the Speaker had
been conferring on the matter of selection
of a Democratic Whip, that several mem-
bers from all sections of the country had
been considered, and they had decided to
ask me to take the job.

It would be the understatement of the
year to say that I was surprised . For just
about the first time in my life, I was prac-
tically speechless . It sounds a little silly now,
but my first impulse was to ask, "Who,
me?"

After recovering from the initial shock,
I asked about the details of the job, how
much time it would take, and what addi-
tional staff would be provided . These ques-
tions apparently were answered to my sat-
isfaction; at any rate, I soon found myself
saying I would be honored to take on the
additional responsibility .

Later that clay, Mr . Rayburn and Mr .
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McCormack announced to Democratic
House members assembled in a party cau-
cus that Carl Albert of Oklahoma would be
the Democratic Whip in the 84th Congress .
That settled the matter .
Now I have been in the job for some

five months . It has been arduous and at
times very trying, but never dull. For the
first time in my eight and one-half years in
Congress I have had an opportunity to sit
in on meetings where Democratic policy is
discussed at the highest level. I have at-
tended briefing sessions at the White House
and State Department ; I have been called
upon to assume responsibilities of leader-
ship that I had never even thought about a
few months ago.
Having said that, let me quickly add that

being Whip does not mean I have suddenly
become somebody special . I still have my
regular Congressional duties to perform,
such as answering mail, seeing visitors,
making speeches, attending committee
meetings, and studying legislation . My pri-
mary obligation still is to my constituents
in the Third Congressional District of
Oklahoma .
The term "Whip" has an interesting his-

tory . It was first used in the British Par-
liament around 1770 and had its origin in
the hunting term "whipper-in." The whip-
per-in was the huntsman assigned the job
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of keeping the hounds from roaming.
When members of Parliament began using
the term to apply to the person designated
to round up votes, the name was shortened
to "Whip."
Soon after the American Congress was

organized, a corresponding need was found
for one member of each party to act as an
agent of the leadership to secure the attend-
ance of members on the floor when an im-
portant issue was being debated. It was
logical that the office of the Whip soon be-
came a fixture in the American govern-
mental system just as it had become in the
British.

Actually, there are four men designated
as Whips in Congress-Democratic and
Republican Whips in the Senate and
Democratic and Republican Whips in the
House.

In the House, the leadership chain of
command begins with the Speaker. He, of
course, is the presiding officer . Then there
is the Majority Leader, who is the Speaker's
right hand man. TheWhip often is referred
to as the Assistant Leader .

It is the Whip's job to be present on the
House floor most of the time the House
is in session. He helps the Majority Leader
keep tab on legislation, and he keeps the
members advised of the legislature sched-
ule. He attempts to make sure the members
of his party are on the floor when a sig-
nificant vote is imminent . On occasion the
Whip joins the Speaker and the Majority
Leader in seeking to round up votes on an
important issue .
On three of the most important bills be-

fore the present Congress our majority was
less than ten votes, and the bills were passed
only after terrific battles both on and off the
floor. Our working majority in the House
is extremely small, and I have had to cut my
eye teeth on my new duties at a time when



the job of the leadership is unusually dif-
ficult .

I recall very vividly the many hours of
work we put in recently on legislation pro-
posing to restore a 90 per cent price support
program for basic agricultural commod-
ities. I was particularly interested in get-
ting the House to approve that bill-I am a
member of the Agriculture Committee, in
addition to my other duties-and I spent a
good many hours sounding out members
on it. Our hard work paid dividends be-
cause the House approved the bill by a mar-
gin of five votes, the final vote being 206
to 201.
We of course knew in advance that the

vote on the agriculture bill was going to
be very close. Another of the functions of
the Whip is to poll the members of his
party on important legislation-and to arrive
at a fairly accurate estimate of the final
outcome.
We are quite proud of the record we have

made in our polls. We were able to deter-
mine in advance that we should be able to
carry the agriculture bill by a very narrow
margin. Our forecast on a tax bill vote
earlier in the session was equally accurate ;
we found that it too would be approved
by a close vote . We try to be as accurate as
possible in our polls because it would be
embarrassing to get a bill to the floor that
is important from a party standpoint, and
then to have it defeated .
Although my job of Whip has meant

longer hours and harder work for me, there
has been a compensating side, too. I have
derived a great deal of personal satisfaction
out of the results we have been able to ob-
tain in the House in this session of Con-
gress . It has been an illuminating expe-
rience .
Another feature that has made the job

particularly attractive is the opportunity to
work closely with Speaker Rayburn, the
man known in Washington as "Mr. Demo-
crat ." I have long admired Mr. Rayburn
for his skill as a legislator, for his eloquence
as a speaker, and for his unusual ability to
take charge in a particularly difficult sit-
uation and swing the House toward his
viewpoint.
My new position has enabled me to ob-

serve Mr . Rayburn at close range. This in
itself has been worth the additional burden
entailed in being Whip .

I also have worked closely with the Ma-
jority Leader, John McCormack of Massa-
chusetts, a veteran of many legislative bat-
tles and an "old pro" when it comes to
almost any aspect of Congressional proceed-
ings . This association has been very pleas-
ant and, from my standpoint, quite fruitful
because I have learned a lot from him too.
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THE 1954 ELECTION
and the

EISENHOWER ADMINISTRATION

THE election of 1954 was both an eman-
cipation and an enslavement . Freeing

America, temporarily at least, from the
tyranny of inference and innuendo, the
voters were decisive in restoring politics to
traditional healthy partisanship . In this re-
gard, the 1954 election was the most import-
ant off-year election within the memory of
even our oldest citizens, because it marked
the triumph of the idea of decency in what
Mr. Spender calls the public life.
Not since the unregretted passing of the

Reconstruction era had a majority political
party suffered the indignity of being
smeared with the swill of disloyalty . In the
distorted perspectives of the Nixons, Mc-
Carthys, Reeces, and others of that careless
breed, the emergence of Russia as a world
power and the victory of the United States
were totally unrelated phenomena. We
should have won the war without permit-
ting Russia to profit by it, a dispensation
devoutly to be wished, since it would have
prevented the horning of the harasstrnents
of contemporary world politics . I deem it
natural that men, and states, should aspire
to the rewards of heaven both before and
after the trauma of dying. But the ticket-
taker at the gates of the heavenly city
should be permitted the authority of deny-
ing entrance to those bearing forged creden-
tials, otherwise the amenities of heavenly
decency will be attenuated by the Appleton
ethics .

It is extremely dangerous to representa-
tive democratic institutions to stigmatize
the only visible opposition as a party of
treason. A technique of temporary advan-
tage, it explodes in the face of its practi-
tioners, for when the government loses the
confidence of the country, which may re-
sult, as in 1952, for no tangible reason other
than the desire for new faces on the Wash-
ington scene, the incoming government
possesses the mandate to implement a trea-

By CORTEZ A. M. EWING

sonable program . Therefore, such tactics of
branding the opposition as treasonable, be-
come treasonable per se, and violate the
very raison d'etre of political parties them-
selves, for parties are presumably organized
for the public good and none would be so
obscurantist as to contend that what was
good for the Republican Party was inevit-
ably good for the country.
The perpetrators of this neo-authoritar-

ianism may be excused upon the ground
that they do not understand their moral
obligations under our non-ideological party
system or, at least, their actions would seem
to imply that they were prepared to sub-
stitute an ideological system for it . The
tender sapling of the middle thirties had,
by 1950, become as menacing as Daniel
Leonard's great tree of sedition . As he said,
the vilest reptiles were concealed at its roots,
the foulest birds roosted in its branches . It
shaded the fallow of American patriotism
and was prepared, like all irreverent ideas,
to cover the earth with its own imperial-
istic adumbration.
The germ for this American brand of

authoritarianism appeared in the first years
of the New Deal experiment . It developed
out of the inability of the opposition to
understand the plain facts of political life .
Somehow,the timbers had fallen about their
ears, destruction lay all about them, and,
the worst of it, a majority of American cit-
izens regarded the rubble as an evidence of
social progress . These outraged purists, not
numerous until joined by those who had
iughtmares about the Sovietization of the
entire world, refused to make peace with
the Zeitgeist of America. In its incidence,
this was the most important aspect of the
New Deal era-the failure of some mem-
bers of the opposition to recognize the plain
facts of history. In the words of Bernard
de Voto, "They resented the Twentieth
Century." After three of their presidential
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possibility, and in view, further, of the pres-
ent inadequacies of United States-Canadian
air defense, the need to develop our capa-
bilities to operate effectively in the Arctic
is imperative . Time is of the essence-and
to again quote Colonel Fletcher, "it may
be later than we think." It is certain that
only the fullest and most dedicated effort
on the part of both military and scientific-
technological personnel will successfully
off-set the problem posed by Soviet Rus-
sia's tremendous trans-Polar striking cap-
abilities .

WHATCiviliansGinContribute..
Continued from page 24

subordinate personal interest for the good
of the whole.
You must insure that our young teen are

not living in a vacuum aloof and oblivious
to the great moral issues confronting us . Do
not let there be too busy with their aca-
demic studies or too preoccupied with the
ease of our current way of life to exercise
their ability to think and to reason and to
be aware of the inescapable fact that the
actual survival of their country and their
own freedom is at stake today. Make our
youth constantly aware of the great efforts
in behalf of freedom which have been un-
dertaken by this country solely in the inter-
est of freedom and which have been based
primarily on our belief in the rights and the
dignity of the individual human being.
We must endow our youth with an in-

extinguishable faith in God and an un-
quenchable love of freedom under God. As
long as they harbor a burning determina-
tion to preserve their heritage of freedom,
then no weapons-material or spiritual-
can conquer them . We would like these
young men to come to us with pride in
service . We would like them to have been
imbued with a sense of privilege, not of
obligation . We would like them to come
with the spirit of those hundreds of thou-
sands of gallant men who, in each of our
crises, saw the shape of things as they were,
and stood up to them in, defense of their
faith .
The road ahead of America is very sim-

ple and very clear . It is whether our country
will survive as a free nation or disappear.
We have the best weapons in the world,

and the Army and other elements of the
Armed Forces will do everything within
their power to insure that this Nation does
survive. The choice, however, does not lie
entirely within the grasp of the Armed
Forces . The Armed Forces are no stronger
than the conviction and the understanding
of those who create them, support them,
and depend upon them for protection .
The real decision will not be made on

the field of battle . The decision will be
made in our homes, our churches, and our
schools where the weapons of the spirit are
made . The weapons of faith and honor
must be forged from the very outset at
home and, if necessary, in the woodshed ;
they must be tempered and edged in the
school and in the church . Without marked
improvement in these fundamental wea-
pons, our men will continue to succumb to
Communist pressures, whenever and wher-
ever they are exposed to them . A morally
strong America will never be defeated .

If you will give us men, we will make
them soldiers .

Norman and Oklahoma City

The Democratic Whip . . .
Continued from page 19

In a purely personal way, there is no
question but that my new duties have made
this the most satisfying year I have yet
spent in Congress . As the conclusion of the
current session draws near, I already find
myself looking forward to the opening of
a new session next year, and to the new ex-
periences that I know lie ahead.

A New
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