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This column and magazine have often
spoken of the enrollment boom the Uni-
vcrsity is presently experiencing, of the
continuing increase in prospect as result
of higher birth rates in late thirties and
early forties, and an increasing percentage
of high school graduates who attend col-
lege .

Stated succinctly : College facilities here
and at many institutions of higher educa-
tion arc presently inadequate to handle the
expected increase in enrollments . Now
comes a problem diametrically opposed to
the one just stated . It is as important .

Speaking before the high school National
Science Fair contestants in Oklahoma City
in early May, Dr. Alan T. Waterman, di-
rector of the National Science Foundation,
commented that only half of top 20 per-
cent of nation's most able high school sen-
iors are entering college and of top 2 per-
cent only one-third go to college.
Even the most blase cannot claim it is

no reason for concern . Dr. Waterman stat-
ed that many people held the opinion that
a "wave of anti-intellectualism" had created
the problem . He suggests that whatever the
cause, a remedy must be shortly forthcom-
ing for the good of the nation .

On a state level, no figures have been
revealed relevant to the question of how
many of the top students attend college .
Dr . Waterman refers to the national pic-
ture . However, it would be safe to assume
that a number of highly qualified Okla-
homa high school seniors do not attend any
institution of higher education .
Also on the state level, I doubt if many

high school seniors in Oklahoma refuse to
consider college due to a "wave of anti-
intellectualism ." There are much more
practical reasons for not attending college .
Some of them : l ) Boys facing service calls
frequently enlist to remove the certainty of
a later service call and do not return to
books afterward ; 2) Many students do not
know what they want to do : choose to re-
main out of college until they decide ; once
on a job it is hard to give up income for
college ; 3) Frequently overlooked in a pe-
riod of prosperity is the unalterable fact
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Perhaps the two most important reasons
for by-passing college implied above are
time and money. Jobs arc plentiful . Pay is
good even for unskilled workmen . Why
waste four years or more in college? The
answer is obvious to age but of little sig-
nificance to youth . Add to the four years
of college the prospect of two years of mil-
itary service and a young man of 18 can
quickly see that he would be an old man
of 24 before he could hope to be ready to
earn his living. tic does not want to make
an investment in time.

There is a group of people who do not
reason about time but must consider mon-
ey . These are the youngsters who do not
have adequate financial backing for a col-
lege education . 1 have often heard people
say, "He shouldn't let money stand in his
way . I worked my way through college
and am proud of it ." The truth of the mat-
ter is that an exceptional person can still
work his way through college, but he fre-
quently sacrifices health and grades to
do it . The dollar doesn't buy as much foot!
as it once did, and it doesn't buy as much
education, either.

Alumni, those who know the advantage
of higher education, can do the most to
correct the situation . The Alumni Asso-
ciation seeks to help worthy students in
two major scholarship programs : 1) Alum-
ni CIubs arc encouraged to provide scholar.
ships to high school seniors in the imme-
diate club area, and 2) The Alumni De-
velopment Fund seeks money for scholar-
ships that can be awarded on the basis of a
broader geography . Either program is di-
rect and of immediate assistance to high
school graduates. The money is not kept
locked away but is distributed to those who
offer excellent credentials of scholarship
and need semester by semester .
And alumni can help with the time prob-

lem, also. Frequently the difference be-
tween whether a student attends college
or not is decided by advice and interest of
people who have experienced the benefits
of a college education . Alumni should be
the first to offer such advice and interest .
Within the next three months, high

school seniors will be deciding what their
future plans will be . Will the exceptional
go to college or do otherwise? You can
help them decide the issue in favor of col-
lege . Few colleges these days arc engaged
in an enrollment race . Yet there is a need
for the best qualified students to attend col-
lege . Regardless of how crowded colleges
and universities may become, they can and
will make room for the exceptional student .
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AN OKLAHOMA U. RING

The Symbol of a
Proud A

Wear always the distinctive ring which
tells the world you are proud of your col-
lege, proud of your class-with your class
year on the sides and school name en-
circling the stone .

STONES AVAILABLE
Onyx (black )-Sardonyx (red)

Synthetic Ruby (red)-Synthetic Sapphire (blue)
Topaz (yellow)-Amethyst (purple)

Tourmaline (green)
Massive 1OK gold

	

$48.00'
Standard IOK sold

	

$36.00'
Ladies 10K miniature $29.50"

*Plus 10% federal tax .
State name of school, finger
size, class year, stone desired .

COLLEGE SEAL and CREST CO.
236A Broadway, Cambridge 39, Mass.
!Manufacturers of College Jewelry Since 1875


