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" Our conclusion was that we
Md-mdude in the study everyone who
was starting his first college work in Sep-

tember, 1952. If they had gone to summer

credit), we wonld not include them in our
sample, We also decided we would include
only those persons who had taken our regu-
lar placement tests. We finally wound up
with 1,829 names of people who fitted our
conditions. Certainly 1,829 is a very large
sample, and we can be reasonably sure
that a sample of this size could be relied
upon to yield dependable results.

We soon found that to keep a detailed
account of all the facts we wanted to know
and to keep up-to-date would require far
more manpower than we had available,
We began to fall behind in our studies.
Most of the things I am going to tell you
about your class are concerned with infor-
mation we have obtained from your first
two years. However, the facts for the next
two years that we need to know are on
mwmmmﬁme,mdwewﬂl
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citizens, I think you will discover that your
interest in this matter goes far beyond the
fact that you were in the group.

One of the things we wanted to know
about you was how you compared in back-
ground with students of your own age in
the nation as a whole. One of the tests we
gave you is designed to measure your gen-
eral background. We found that 429 of
you were above the line which, in a na-
tional scale, divides students into an upper
and a lower group, and 589/ were below.
That is not too far from the standard 50-50.
Certainly as a group you stood that test in
fairly good shape. Another test we gave
you is designed to predict one’s general
aptitude for doing things academic. Such
tests have no value in predicting hand
skills, but they have proven very useful in
predicting how well one will get along in
the University. Just how well they predict

I will show you later. This test is called the
Ohio State Psychological Examination—
the O.S.P.E., for short. On this test you
did about the same. Forty-two percent
were above the theoretical national norm,
and 57°% were below. We will look at
these two groups more carefully later. Sev-
enty-three percent of your freshman class
were men, and 279/ were women. Seven-
teen percent of the men were veterans.

I was very anxious for the first semester’s
grades to come in so we could get on with
our study. Since a grade average of “C”
is required to be admitted to any of the
degree-granting colleges, I could hardly
wait to see how many of you would start
out with at least an average grade of “C.”
Out of the 1,829 in your original class, 818
or 44.7% failed to have an average of “C”
at the end of the first semester. Only 551
of these 818 completed a second semester,

Semester by Semester
Drop-Out Rate of Students Who Did Not Make
“C” Average Their First Semester
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no longer here. I had hoped that a few
more at least would raise their averages to
a “C,” but when the grades were in | was
disappointed. There were still just 77. In
the spring of 1954, 246 of your 818 group
originally below “C” completed their fourth
semester. Final grades for that semester in-
dicated that ninety-one (91) had achieved
an average grade of “C." Two hundred
(200) tried it for the fifth time, but one had
hard luck and lost his “C" average, so we
were down to 90 at the end of that semester.
When the sixth semester ended 162 out of
your original 818 had completed the semes-
ter, and 97 had an average grade of “C."
The story has to end there for the moment,
because this is as far as we have gotten
with the study. When you plor the drop-
outs of this group on a chart, it looks like
graph on opposite page.

Our study shows that if a person falls
in the lowest 10% on the O.S.P.E. test, is
in the lowest 109 of the group on the
background test, and does not have an av-
erage grade of “C” at the end of the first
semester, the chances are only 4 out of
100 that he will finish the sixth semester.
What his chances are of graduating we do
not yet know, but obviously they are quite
small. If the University is not able to
Brow in members of faculty and physical

- plant as fast as we would like and the time
~comes when we will need to make more
foom for the ever-increasing classes, it
seems to me we would look to this group
arst as a likely place to start eliminating.

caking of drop-outs, how did your
 as a whole in this respect? The
s is graphically presented
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your right and then at the one on your left.
Only one of you will be out here four years
from now to pick up your degree.” I doubt,
however, if I would have said it even if 1
had known. It seems to me the hopes are
far too high at that time to warrant the
dropping of such a bombshell. Surely there
must be something that can be done so
that such a statement would not come true.
Now that you are about to graduate, you
probably have some ideas about it. Cer-
tainly you should make your ideas known.

Since there is such a national shortage of
engineers, we were anxious to see how well
your group did in this area. In September,
1952, 536 out of the 1,829 chose Engineer-
ing as a possible major. Much to our dis-
appointment, only 117 had actually met the
requirements to enter the College of En-
gineering after four semesters. This means
that only 229 of all those who said they
wanted to be engineers even got started in
the College of Enginecring. How many
of those who got into Engincering will ac-
tually graduate is not yet known. We know
that a very high percentage of those who
did not make it were unable to do the nec-
essary mathematics.  Apparently many
highschool youngsters have an interest in

but have no idea of the amount

of mathematics background one needs to
be an engineer. Perhaps if some of the na-
tional cffort that is now going

I

These are the two great areas in which one
must have a reasonable capacity if he is to
do successful work in college. Ability to do
English is necessary in all fields, and mathe-
matics is required in the sciences and tech-
nologies.

Those of you who chose Pharmacy as a
major did a little better than those who
chose Engincering. Twenty-five percent
of the Pharmacy hopefuls had been ad-
mitted to the Pharmacy College after four
semesters,

The PreMed group is a significant
group, of course, so we have begun to col-
lect data on them. At the end of four se-
mesters, 18.79] of the original group in
Pre-Medicine were still enrolled as Pre-
Meds; 22.8%. had changed majors; 179/
were still trying to be Pre-Meds but did not
have a “C" average, and 41.5% had drop-
ped out of school. The 18.79, who were
still in Pre-Med had a grade average of 3.2
(based on a four-point system). Those who
had their majors had an average
grade of 2.8. Those who had dropped out
of school had an average grade of 1.4. The
179 still struggling in the University Col-
lege at the end of four semesters who had
plies X .

~ Just as soon as time and money will per-

‘mit, we will see how you did in other areas,

in engincer-

about



have selected the name Judith Lucille Fox for their
-hmhuhulhuﬂlz Fox was a member of
Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity at O.U. and was pres-
ident of the Interfraternity Council. Mrs. Fox was
assoctated with Delta Gamma sorority.
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