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By DAVID BURR, '52ba

1 f I had been a member of the

	

1952
Freshman Class at () . U., and if l had
graduated four years later in June, 1956,
1 would have been in select company. For
of an original class of 1,829, only 348 grad-
uated in that length of time, 376 were still
in school and 1,105 were out of school .
Such information, needed by the Univer-

sity of Oklahoma as a basis for educational
planning, is being gathered as the result of
a study conducted by the University Col-
lege in an attempt to provide reliable in-
formation on the academic behavior of an
entire class.
Loaded down with the title, "A Longi-

tudinal Descriptive and Predictive Study
of the Freshman Class of 1952," the study
is only in the initial stages of reporting.
Still to come : the relationship between
placement test scores and the likelihood
of graduation and other pertinent infor-
mation .
But on the basis of the report that ap-

pears on Page 4 of this issue, several inter-
esting and highly significant points are
discernible . Some samples :

Item : The College of Engineering, that
claimed the interest of 536 freshmen, grad-
uated only 32 who originally preferred an
engineering major and picked up one extra
graduate from those freshmen who were
listed as undecided. To complete the pic-
ture fragment devoted to Engineering, 180
Engineering students were still in school
and 289 were no longer in school .

In comparison with other colleges, the
College of Engineering shows one of the
highest percentages of students still at-
tempting to complete their work and one
of the lowest percentages of dropouts .
Without reaching far for reasons, it is

apparent that the heavy class load required
of engineering majors makes more than
four years mandatory for most students .

Item : The dropout picture overall is
taking form . On a grade point basis, the
348 who graduated in four years show an
average of 3.07 (4.0 is tops ; the 376 who
are still in school have a 2.58 average, and
the 1,105 dropouts had a 1 .64 average. The
last figure is significantly lower than a
"C" or 2.0 grade average.
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Wear always the distinctive ring which
tells the world you are proud of your col-lege, proud of your class-with your class
year on the sides and school name en-
circling the stone .

STONES AVAILABLE
Onyx (black)-Sardonyx (red)

S~iuhetic Ruby (red)-Synthetic Sapphire (blue)
Topaz (yellow)-Amethyst (purple)

'tourmaline (green)
Massive 10K gold

	

$48.00*
Standard 10K gold

	

$36.00*
Ladies 10K miniature $29.50*

COLLEGE SEAL and CREST CO .
236A Broadway, Cambridge 39, Mass .
Manufacturers of College Jewelry Since 1875

*rvOk/ahomosOrink

than any, other brand

AN OKLAHOMA U . RING

14e Siyon4al aj a
Pw4id 4&nw"

*Plus 107o federal tax .
State name of school, finger
size, class year, stone desired .
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It would he :in error to jump to the con-
clusion, however, that all Of the dropouts
were due to grade deficiencies . Some un-
doubtedly were caused by academic fail-
ure, but many dropouts resulted from oth-
er reasons .
Why is So much emphasis being placed

on the study of the Freshmen of ' . 2?
The answer is readily available in boom-

ing- enrollments and limited facilities . If
the time ever comes when facilities will not
stretch to meet the numbers of potential
freshmen, some rational basis for planning
an admissions program will be available .

But perhaps as essential to the well being
of the State and the University is an answer
to the question, "What causes dropouts %"
The figures presented here tend to indi-

cate that a portion of the answer is low
grades, but academic failure is only one of
the various reasons . 11 some of the drop-
outs can he salvaged, then the study will
have enjoyed tremendous success .

Under any set of findings, the definitive
study of a single class will provide more in-
formation on academic behavior in con-
crete form than anything previously at-
tempted and will eliminate much of the
guess work for administrative officers .

As a unique part of the Sooner Maga-
zine's editorial comment for the next sev-
eral months, additional reports will appear
as the results are made known .

BEATRICE
FROZEN FOODS CO.

the Right Gift

for Name or Office

Owen Stadium
Ash Trays
This 3`/z by 4%Z inch replica of
0. U.'s famous Owen Stadium,
complete with press box, in glazed
ceramics is available this fall for
the first time . Designed and dis-
tributed by 0 . U . alumni, it is avail .
able in the following colors

" RED AND WHITE
" EMERALD
" ROCK MOSS
" BRONZE

. . . colors that were selected to
blend well with any room furnish-
ings . To order for yourself or your
friends please use the order blank
below .

___________________________ .

To : University of Oklahoma Associalion
University of Oklahoma
Norman, Oklahoma

Please send -

	

ash trays at $1 .00
each (price includes tax) . Enclosed is
my check for

	

. (Add 10c
per ash tray to cover shipping charges .)
My color choice is

Name

Address

(IGe will be glad to trail gifts. Please add
10c to cover each separate mailing and
include the name and address.)


