B‘r jupGinG ¥rRoM the many wooden
and concrete ramps which slamt
through the University of Oklahoma’s in-
terssections and elaborate Gothic entrances,
a casual visitor to the campus might sus-
pect that a vast training program for future
moving van employees had been inaug-
urated.

However, the traffic on these ramps does
not consist of burly men toting grand pi-
anos and coffee tables. Instead, they are
used by the eight or ten students ar O. U.
who must go to classes in wheelchairs.

The fact that the University has spent
large amounts of time and money in the
construction of so much for so few is evi-
dence of a unique attitude toward handi
capped students—students who have a
great desire to carn degrees, but who, at
the same time, face exasperating obstacles
at nearly every school in the country.

Construction plans which pass through
the office of University Architect Richard
Kuhlman must always take into accoumt
the handicapped student. “Obstacles al-
ready constructed are often hard or im-
possible to alleviate, but new construction,”
said Kuhlman, “there’s our opportunity to
help these people.

“A Right of stairs,” he continued, “‘a long
walk from a student parking center—so
many trivial things can discourage a person
with a capable mind and an incapable body.
But the University’s domain is the mind,
and all of us—from President Cross on
down—are attempting to adjust O, U's
facilities so that none of these minds will

Both Helen and Bryant Moore are studying toward master’s de-
grees at University. They are blind, came to school from Atwood.

As a consequence, the floors of O. U.'s
most recent buildings are linked by ramps
or elevators, and whenever sidewalks are
laid they invariably slant to the street level
instead of dropping off in a step.

Kuhlman acknowledges that his goal of
making the institution as suitable as pos
sible for a handicapped student has yet to
be reached. Like most ambitions, his is
tempered by economics. But aided by im
agination. The ramps over the forbidding
Gothic staircases are one example. When
the staircases have proved too forbidding,
Kuhlman has had old freight elevators
reactivated for the use of handicapped
students.

The students whom Kuhlman is attempt
ing to aid—handicapped students—might
best be defined as students who are eligible
to attend O. U. under the State Vocational
Rehabilitation or Will Rogers Scholarship
tunds,

Dr. M. O. Wilson of O. U.'s psychology
department is head of the University's Will
Rogers Memorial Scholarship Committee
and probably has known and understood
the problems of handicapped students bet-
ter than any other man on the campus.

He stands to help the handicapped stu-
dent in a very tangible way: “Any student,”
said Wilson, “who has a physical handicap
which is a hindrance to his studying or to
his getting to and from classes in an ordi-
nary manner—this student is eligible for
funds from the Will Rogers Memorial
Scholarships. In addition, this student may
apply and receive aids from the State Vo-
cational Rehabilitation Committee.”

Wilson points out that most people do
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not realize the large variety of physical
and mental handicaps for which the funds
provide aid.

*Ordinarily,” he said, “a person thinks
of someone in a wheelchair when he speaks
of a handicapped student. Actually, though,
we've given funds to students whose handi
caps have ranged from diabetes to stutter
ing. Funds have even been given to some
psychotic patients after they've been ad
judged normal enough to attend lectures.

“In addition te providing financial as
sistance to handicapped students, “Wilson
continued, “the committee provides schol
.'lf\hl]"s to students who are iI'llt'If!.It‘ll m
working with the handicapped as a voca-
ton.

Wilson said that the committee has about
$20,000 which can be contributed to the
education of the handicapped and of the
p{‘np[r who \.\'i.\h 1o w:--rk \\'ith lhl:‘ h.’lm.]l
capped vocationally.

“Usually, funds are provided for appli
cants by both the State Vocational Reha
bilitation Committee and the Will Rogers
Committee,” he noted. “Occasionally, how-
ever, a student will receive payments from
only one of the committees, At least, both
committees always confer about each case
and keep the other informed as to their
decisions. And an applicant for funds may
apply to both by merely sending his appli-
cation to one of the funds.”

Asked about the amount an individual
handicapped student could expect from the
two funds, Wilson explained, “There's a
wide variation—depending on the case in-
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sional writing courses: Kent Ruth, author  just interested in helping handicapped stu-

-of"Hw ro Enjoy Your Western Vacations, dents during their stay at O.U. Some of

Bill Gulick, author of many western  our members—like Susie—are working on

‘articles and books—such as Bend of the  degrees that will enable them to help handi-

Snake, which was recently made into a  capped students when they graduate.”

movie. Ruth has a curvature handicap and Scott estimates that only two percent of

Gulick had polio. the Double “O’ers™ are handicapped.
One handicapped Sooner who is not Susie agrees. “And we feel that the Uni-

drawing funds from the Statc or Will  versity is just as interested and sympathetic

Rogers scholarships is Elsa Alexander. She  with our goals as we are.”

has received assistance from TV's “Queen Because of such enthusiasm, handi-

for a Day” program. One of her friends capped students are finding their goals

nominated her for prizes last summer. Elsa,  easier to reach at the University of Okla-

who, like Ruth, has a curvature handicap, homa. There are ramps as well as steps to

was given an electric scooter which she has  a higher education.

affectionately named “Herbie.” And “Her-

bie” sets a pace for the sports car set as
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An interesting aspect of extracurricular
life for handicapped students at O. U, is
a service-social group called the Double soon. We did not wish to be directly ex-
“0" Club. Founded in 1953, the club takes posed to the rays of the rising sun falling
its name from the double wheels on a perpendicularly on the side of the moun-
wheelchair. tain so we hurried down the mountainside
Susie Seymour, a spccch [h:rapy major towards the car. Gl:mcjng back over my
from Bartlesville and a past president of shoulder I could see the gleaming rocky
the club, speaks enthusiastically when asked  peak glistening in reflected glory. I could
about the activities of the Double “O’ers”:  all but hear the crackling of the rocks above
“We have so many projects in mind. me as they baked under the rays of a sun
We hope to get tape recordings on file in  untempered by a blanketing atmosphere,
the library of all basic courses offered at and hence more intense than ever shone
0. U. so blind students may use them and  upon an earth desert at noonday.
not have to hire readers. We're also pre- Four hours later we reached the car and
paring a braille map of the campus. And  waited until the sunlight reached us.:it'lh.!!
we hope to start a variety show with which  foot of the mountain. There was no twi-
r light. The sky was perfectly black as the
| prominences, the great flaming tongues
| of the sun appeared above the distant rim
of the crater, then the edge of the sun's
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e horizon, and the
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' We had a weird trip back through that
. . gleaming downpour of light and heat. Pro-
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ig available at call shadows which swallowed up all that
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