A REAL PRO

With typical good humor, noted anthropologist Alice Marriott mod-
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New Mexican Indian water jug at 0.U.’s Stovall Museum.

Sooner Macazinge

By ]);lll}' Flood. 59

ow a woman finds her life’s work isg
H fascinating thing in itself. Some wil]
begin to write poetry at the age of nine. A
few will care for a wounded puppy and
pursue their interest to medicine or nurs
ing. But Alice Marriott, *35ba, had to do
considerably more digging before she found
her held.

Already the holder of a degree in Eng.
lish and history from Oklahoma City Unj.
versity, Miss Marriott discovered her first
interest in anthropology while cataloguing
a local museum collection in h(u.skogc:_
The late Grant Foreman, noted Oklahoms
historian, was a member of the library

board which hired her.

She went back to school here at O.U. for
a 1935 degree in anthropology.

As a writer popularizing for the public
what is generally reserved for anthropo
logical journals, Miss Marriott has found a
secure niche in a profession dominated by
men. So popular have been her writings
that some of her more conservative col-
leagues term her a writer and hesitate to
concede her standing as a professional an-
thrn;mlu_\_‘_in[.

(Maria, the Potter of San lldefonso, has
sold nearly 20,000 copies in seven printings
since 1948.)

Miss Marriott i1s fiirm in her belief that
there is a place for women in anthropology
and its related fields. “After all,” she says,
“museum work is only housekeeping.”

While Miss Marriott served as curator of
r!||i|:>|n_:_’.\. at the University's Stovall Mu:
seum from 1957 to 1958, part of her job was
to train student curators. Because of the
tediousness of cleaning and repairing, the
nrst prerequisite tar training 1s a real de
votion to the \\ulk.

Each specimen in a museum is different
and calls for a different treatment. To re
pair an aging

Navajo rug requires a differ
ent ‘~}‘l<'-il|':’a'<| i\.l:u\\'h'n'l:_;r I|l;'|11 Lo rrt.ish
1001 an ::I'l;"lf..‘:ll nt l" [}]l .\l‘;h tk'-

Curatorial work 1s something you learn
by doing, Miss Marriott says. Manuals help
and lectures give _\_;||'..‘..m. e, but the unusual
situation calling for ingenuity is more often
the rule. ' '

A\ puzzler for Miss Marriott was how to
clean a painted buckskin. Washing would
run the colors and stiffen the hide. Com-
mercial dry cleaning would do the same.
Art gum eraser would help but was tedious
and what’s more who could afford enough
art gum for a whole horse.

From the depths of the secret file that
people in this profession seem to have, Miss
Marriott recalled an art school trick men-
tioned by an illustrator friend. Bread. Nice
white bread o clean pictures. With whole



s not something you learn from a
manual,” she added.

In addition to the socalled housekeeping
of anthropology, Miss Marriott sees new
openings for women in pure rescarch in the
field. She cites that most of the anthropol-
ogy is written by men for men. But 52 per
cent of the population is composed of
woimen.

*We have more than half the anthropol-
ogy vet to write about,” she reasons.

For the lady anthropologist there is the
added advantage that women talk more
casily to other women. The disadvantage
in some cultures, such as the Hopi, is that
the native women just don’t know what the
men do.

“Here I am faced with the problem of
what am 1 to do if I am to show what the
culture is really like,” Miss Marriott ex.
plains. “If I am to retain the trust of the
womien, | can't pry. | feel the best thing |
can do is to take what the women know and
trust that a man (anthropologist) will be
along to fill up the gaps.”

A close friend of Miss Marriott, Carol
Rachlin, on the staff of the American Mu-
seum of Natural History in New York
City, was a visitor in the anthropologist’s
home in Oklahoma City in November. She
agreed with the Oklahoman and offered ad-
ditional explanation of where women stand
now in the profession.

Primarily the place for anthropologists
has been in teaching on the college level,
the subject not being lau;,ht in secondary
schools. They could work in related fields
—international relations, languages.

There were almost no women in the ficld
at all until the 20’s when under the guid-
ance of Franz Boas of Columbia Univer-
sity, they began to make overtures in the
profession. Still most of the women are en
gaged in teaching.

“With exceptions, of course,” Miss Rach-
lin added. “Margaret Mead is one of the
most noted. But her work considers the
raising of children as an element of culture.
The type subject matter that a woman an-
thropologist selects is usually within the
realm of women.” Miss Rachlin’s own spe-

m ﬂ'iﬂ‘nd l‘n.lt the Sp(‘t,'iil\ held of
M’. “It's practically ilhl-r--l-lhlc tor
4 woman to be a dirt archacoloisi. For
b m F!t wﬂlﬁ institutions \\1” not

\ rant for a woman to dig.” Here she

M delLaguna of
and Marjoric Lambert of the

~of Natural History.

This Kiowa beaded buckskin dress is one of the items obtained
Museum during the time Miss Marriott served as curator of

linguistics and other very specialized fields.
Miss Rachlin's formula for success is spe-
cialization. “If you know your field better
than anyone clse, your wares will sell bet-
ter,” she concluded.

Miss Marriott, who does exiensive re-
scarch in the field with the Indians as well
as historical research, mentioned the basic
prolllcm of uu.dy. First she di!rtgﬂr(kd
the personal element.

“Personal problems in the ficld are what
I call bad technique,” she said. “If you're
a polite, well mannered person in one cul-
ture, you'll probably not have any trouble
in another."”

However, she added that transplanting

Stovall

The war years intervened, and Miss Mar-
riott was occupied with defense work.

“When I returned 1 wanted to find the
hardest thing I could do to get back in the
ficld,” she recalled. I knew nothing about
the Pucblos. This was it.” She studied the
Pueblos in San Ildefonso, New Mexico. Re-
sult of this was Maria, the Potter. She
found the tribe to be introverts, an agricul-
tural people and intenscly conservative—
almost the direct opposite of the Plains In-
dians.

“Not only did I have to adjust my culture
tothuu.hnﬂaeldu!hddm-b
dian culture should be like had to ¢
cofbrectuc 4% :ﬁ” v
ence .
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dm.cmuymgtheylﬂmdthebwk.
Miss Marriott sees the weakness of most
children’s literature that it is written from
an adult’s point of view. “Children want
the facts—that won't be contradicted later
ubynnnd:mgtheylummoo!lcgc,"shc

muhhm:mtbuoka'rhehru
‘Comers, set for spring publication. It is a
do-it-yourself archacology manual for the
W'u&loolap. The number of amateur
is growing. Miss Marriott

cited the extensive programs of both the
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