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Big Red Battling Backfield Troubles |

and Rugged Opening Schedule mysic and inwitive genius of every fan

1s: How g

schedule of
Northwestern, Piusburgh I'exas and
Kansas, the Sooners meet their most for
nidable « Pposition back-to-back In the

irs that Coach Bud Wilkinson has been
it Oklahoma, his teams have never encoun

tered
period.

so many talented teams in so brief a
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Lettermen will man every line position,
with the possible « xception of left -_;.l.i.‘ll,

Sophomore Duane Cook impressed the
coaches in spring training and may earn a
starting assignment. | he rest of the line

may include ends Ronny Payne and Jerry

Tillery, tackles Billy White and Tom Cox,

guard Karl Milstead and center Phil Loh
mann.

If Lohmann, who can play a varnety

When Wilkinson speaks of a

ind altcrnatc Icaims Wcere

i ' St
by gr 1 Only two positions in
the 1960 starting backheld appear to be

scttled: Ronnae

Mike McClellan

the backheld positions are question marks.

Hartline at fullback and
at halfback. The rest of

Examples:

1. Can [Jimmy make the
switch from halfback to qu.irtcrl\.nk SuC
cessfully or will he be left at halfback un-
der any condition tw strength that posi-

(‘.lrpt nter

tion?

Can Billy Meacham supply the pass
tion thr

which was

cat at halfback and will his leg,

<|!\ll.4‘.'['|l. upon !hr spring,

3. Can Bennett Watts, Bob Page and Bob
Cornell, all 2-year lettermen, provide the
necessary leadership at quarterback?

4. Can \l:!.~hlllni res iK' l]n'\('lnllf.‘tl l.lI‘ll”\
c r:nn_;;]l to handle halfback and fullback du
ties on the alternate team, particularly on
pass defense’?

These are questions that must be an
swered in a hurry. There’s no time to gain
experience by playing. Wilkinson has sug-
gested that he may find it necessary to let
one backfield go all the way, at least early
in the season.

Thus far, only the first four opponents
have been mentioned. But there is danger

Continued
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throughout the schedule, also. Wilkinson
puts it this way:

“"Our Big Eight Conference race should
be most interesting. Those teams that ev-
erybody is rating the strongest can lose any
Saturday to any opponent.”

At least four Big Eight opponents should
be considered in the running to squeeze
Oklahoma out of another conference cham
pionship—Kansas, Colorado, Missouri and
lowa State.

At the top of eve ryvonc's list of \l.ln_-_;l. rous
Not since the

lllllkhlll‘.‘lll‘\ 15 K.N'I\.l\_ lLI\-\

of Ray Evans has there been as much ex
citement about a Kansas foothall team. The
Jayvhawkers keep 14 of their top 22 men
who held Oklahoma toa 7 In

addition, two talented transier backs, hali

6H score 1n Y

back Bert Coan and quarterback Rodger
McFarland, jon the \qu.uf. Coan will be
a4 starter.

Missoun, Colorado and lowa State
Missoun could
come into its own il young i{lI.IIIlTE‘\h Ks
'I 1% T!‘l-
throwing arm of Gale Weidner and 21 «

well-qualified contenders
Colorado

show early maturity

lowa State

its top 22 hands back.

return
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Hartline
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Nov,

Carpenter

Nov. 12

19

Nov. 26

20 of 24 lettermen and fullback Tom Wat.
kins.

The rest of the Big Eight—Oklahoma
State, Kansas
have grcat afternoons but are not c\pﬁlul
to be of championship calibre. Oklahoma

State and Nebraska—will

State lost seven starters, including 1ts en

tire backheld. Kansas State 1s sull suffer

ing from a lack of adequate material. Ne
|’r.l\1\AI\I!Hlllllil‘\‘ll*l\i ALY IH\Fll’ll\tH'l('H' .|:1-!
will surprise any team that does not take
the Cornhuskers seriously.

Without miniumizing any tcam on the

chances for a big

schedule, the Sooners’
VeCar }IIII;( on their success in the first four
games.

As an indication of what to expect from

Northwestern, Coach Ara Parseghia
states: “We lack expenence at several po
sitions, particularly the interior line, but
we were pleased wiath the showing of re
placements at  these positions i spring
practice A number of “ifs’ still remain, but
It ,i|~;‘.|r\r|-._|11-:.' fu-lx-.J.,p'\\{ OSSCS
.'.'---i -;ut-i and % kness and vil
little bigger and stronger tha Va
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1960 Schedule
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. « « Dad’s Day at Norman

.« « OKLAHOMA STATE

. « . at Stillwater
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Newsweek magazine: “Don’t be surprised
if Pittsburgh threatens Syracuse for castern
and national foothall honors this fall. Ex-
perts back from spring workouts say Pitt is

loaded, partucularly in the backheld.”

Texas does not appear to b quite as
strong as last vear. Ten members of TI“-
first two teams of 59 are gone but the
Longhorns will draw heavily from one of
the hnest Froups of sop in the
country. From all adva indications the
Oklahoma-Texas teams w be o1 of the
wst matched duels in the history of the
sl 5
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