
Have students changed?

II, YES, indeed," a professor said recently, "I'd
say students have changed greatly in the last
ten years and-academically, at least-for

the better . In fact, there's been such a change lately
that we may have to revise our sophomore language
course . What was new to students at that level three
years ago is now old hat to most of them.

"But I have to say something negative, too," the
professor went on. "I find students more neurotic,
more insecure, than ever before . Most of them seem
to have no goal . They're intellectually stimulated, but
they don't know where they're going . I blame the
world situation-the insecurity of everything today."

"I can't agree with people who see big changes
in students," said another professor, at another school .
"It seems to me they run about the same, year after
year . We have the bright, hard-working ones, as we
have always had, and we have the ones who are just
coasting along, who don't know why they're in school
-just as we've always had."

"They're certainly an odd mixture at that age-a
combination of conservative and romantic," a third
professor said . "They want the world to run in their
way, without having any idea how the world actually
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runs . They don't understand the complexity of things ;
everything looks black or white to them . They say,
`This is what ought to be done . Let's do it!"'

"If their parents could listen in on their chil-
dren's bull sessions, I think they'd make an interest-
ing discovery," said another faculty member . "The
kids are talking and worrying about the same things
their fathers and mothers used to talk and worry about
when they were in college . The times have certainly
changed, but the basic agony-the bittersweet agony
of discovering its own truths, which every generation
has to go through-is the same as it's always been .

"Don't worry about it . Don't try to spare the
kids these pains, or tell them they'll see things differ-
ently when they're older. Let them work it out . This
is the way we become educated-and maybe even
civilized ."

"I'd add only one thing," said a professor emeri-
tus who estimates he has known 12,000 students over
the years. "It never occurred to me to worry about
students as a group or a class or a generation . I have
worried about them as individuals . They're all differ-
ent . By the way : when you learn that, you've made a
pretty profound discovery."
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