New Deans Take Over
Old Colleges

Doerr and Clark have some young ideas
for the ;:'a(hlall'tf and fine arts programs

By CONNIE RUGGLES
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ewLy appointed deans Dr. Arthur

Doerr of the Graduate College and

F. Donald Clark of the College of
Fine Arts are a couple of young men in a
hurry when it comes to plans for the physi-
cal and financial improvement in their pro-
grams and the advancement of the academic
prestige of the University of Oklahoma.

As dean of the Graduate College, Dr.
Doerr faces a problem of academic matura-
tion. He envisions a graduate program in
keeping with the total growth of the Uni-
versity—a program with less red tape and
more opportunities, both academically and
financially.

“We are ready to do away with some of
the red tape that clogs the graduate student’s
progress,” he says. “In the past year we've
eliminated approximately 50 per cent of
the paper work for master's and doctoral
candidates. For example, we have stopped
requiring an abstract from master’s candi-
dates.” ( An abstract is a summation of the
findings in the thesis and often requires
as much time as the thesis itself.)

In effecting changes in the Graduate Col-
lege, Dr. Doerr plans to appoint a faculty
committee to outline in specific terms the
future goals of his college.

As with most areas of the University the
most pressing need of the graduate program
is money. In the next six months Dr. Doerr
hopes to receive some additional support
from the foundations. “We are handicapped
because we are state supported,” he says,
“and the foundations suppose we are ade-
quately supported by the state. This is in-
correct in Oklahoma’s case.™

Foundation support would make it pos-
sible, he feels, to expand the departments
which can offer doctoral programs. “We
now have several departments which could
offer doctorates,” he says, “if we could hire
one or two more staff members to carry
the load.”

0.U.’s Graduate College can offer good
training, but financially it compares poorly
to surrounding institutions.

“There is some competition among the
colleges for the good and the brilliant stu-
dents,” Dr. Doerr explains. “We are not in
a position to compete financially, although
we can compete in the sheer number of stu-
dents we are able to take.” Dr. Doerr points
out that there are absolutely no funds for
fellowships which the Graduate College
can award outright without restriction on
the field of study. “We can't say to a pros-
pective graduate student, ‘Here is $2,000;
come to school here.! We get some fellow-
ships from the government, but they are
not awarded on a competitive basis—all in-
stitutions receive them. In a recent critique
the North Central Association pointed to
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the absence of fellowship money within the
Graduate College as a weak spot in an
otherwise effective program.”

In addition to finding financial aid, Dr.
Doerr sees a need for reducing the load of
the faculty, especially the graduate faculty.
“Supervising dissertations and theses take
up much of a professor’s time,” he explains.
“The Big Ten schools place anywhere from
three to six hours lighter load on their pro-
fessors than we do on ours. I would also
like to see something worked out to pro-
vide a foreign exchange program for our
professors. Such experience is necessary for
proper perspective in modern student de-
velopment.”

In terms of facilities Dr. Doerr believes
that O.U. is in fairly good shape. “It is the
library that makes the university,” he says.
“When compared to others in this region,
ours is pretty good, but it needs a great deal
of strengthening in certain areas to make
it a great library. Its high point is, of course,
the DeGolyer Collection in the History of
Science and Technology. This is one of the
best in the nation, possibly in the world.”

ue need for growth in the graduate
program is obvious. The natural rise
in population will bring more can-
didates seeking higher degrees. Too, in
many fields of study the bachelor’s degree
is no longer adequate.
“It wasn't too many years ago,” Dr. Doerr
explains, “that a high school diploma was
adequate in many fields; not so many years

~Before that it was a rare person who went

to high school. There is an ever-increasing
amount to learn in each held, and more
time is necessarily required to learn it.”

The graduate program at O.U. already
commands respect. “Most people place the
Ivy League schools at the top of the heap,”
Dr. Doerr says, “but the demand for our
graduate degree holders is high through-
out the country. In certain departments here
at the University we are outstanding, par-
ticularly petroleum engineering, English,
and history.”

Dean Clark agrees with Dr. Doerr on the
immediate need for financial growth. His
college is hamstrung by lack of funds—
funds which are needed to provide student
aid as well as new equipment.

From a physical standpoint, the College
of Fine Arts is seeking consolidation of
facilities. The music, art and drama schools
are spread from the scenic studios on North
Campus to Owen stadium where the band
practices.

Most of the fine arts buildings were orig-
inally intended for other purposes. Jacobson
Hall, now the art museum, was at one time
the University library. Despite partitioning

Traveling art exhibits are refused because the
climate cannot be controlled in Jacobson Hall.

and renovation, the building still falls short
of the demands placed on it.

“We have had to bypass opportunities to
bring in costly art exhibits,” Dean Clark
says, “because we have inadequate exhibi-
tion facilities, and we cannot control tem-
perature and humidity in the building.”
This climate control is essential in protect-
ing the priceless masterpieces that are a part
of these art grants.

ounsoN House, where applied music
is taught, is a ramshackle affair with
tilting floors, barricaded stairways and
emergency building supports. But the house
must do, for nothing else is available.
Holmberg Hall was built to house the
School of Music. However, it must also
provide auditorium space for all Univer-
sity functions and serve as a recital hall for
music students. When drama performances
are held in Holmberg, actors must im-
provise their own dressing rooms since
there are none in the building, just class-
rooms. There are also no water fountains or
restrooms backstage. Smaller performances
are equally handicapped by the size of the
auditorium, The small student recital au-
diences are virtually lost in the big hall.
During his year and a half as acting dean,
Clark has been working on a program to
centralize the schools. The end goal is a
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the University’s responsibility 1s also

to take artists out into the state

fine arts center where music, drama and art
can achieve an academic unity under the
fine arts name yet maintain their individual-
ity as art forms.

The move toward improvement in the
College of Fine Arts is not totally internal.
Dean Clark recognizes the responsibility of
the University to bring the art forms to the
citizens of the state.

“The responsibility,” he maintains, “is
not only to bring artists to O.U. but to take
artists out into the state. As the fine arts in-
struction unit in Oklahoma we have an ab-
ligation to the people to provide more and
greater opportunitics for understanding,
enjoyment and application of the arts.

“We are now in the process of develop-
ing a program of live theatre productions
and musical concerts to take out into the
state,” he says. “There has been some work
done here in the past, but there is a cost
factor involved. Eventually we hope to
work out a mutual sharing plan between
the University and the people of the state.”

“Focus on Fine Arts,” O.U.'s week-long

culture festival initiated last year, is an-
other step in expanding the fine arts in
fluence. In the future Clark hopes to attract
state-wide participation in the event and
later to bring significant performers and
lecturers to the campus for the benehit of
students as well as area citzens,

In terms of faculty members O.U. stands
high among fine arts institutions. The artist-
in-resident  program, which has brought
such people as Eva Turner, Sylvia Zaremba
and the ballet artists Chouteau and Terck-
hov to O.U., has given a tremendous boost
to fine arts prestige. Veteran director Rupel
Jones still heads the School of Drama and
John O'Neal, now on leave to study in
Europe, will return next year to resume
directorship of the School of Art. In his
absence Sculptor Joe Taylor is filling that
post. Assuming the music directorship
vacated last spring by Robert W. Buggert
is C. M. Swokey, formerly director of
music at Eastern New Mexico University
at Portales.

Despite its fine faculty, however, O. U.'s

fine arts program is seriously hampered by
its shabby physical plant and the absence of
student financial aid. The Lew Wentz Fine
Arts Service Scholarships have helped make
up for some of the deficiencies, but that aid
cannot cover all needs. The entire College
of Fine Arts has only two graduate assist-
ants. There are no funds for others—no
funds for grants, fellowships, much needed
scholarships.

Dean Clark foresees constant progress in
these arcas. He is not simply an academic
man stuck behind a desk with an eve toward
internal improvement of his college. He has
had his share of first-hand theatrical ex
perience, and he recognizes the importance
I\I. a \LI]IIII’Lii ('\\h.i]]l_"l.' 1‘('1\\ ccn T}IQ' L‘l'll.'
versity and the people of the Oklahoma to
(‘I(HiLl\t.‘ a wide understanding and enjoy
ment of the arts.

“The ultimate goal then is this,” he says,
“when a person In this region thinks in
terms ol a program ol lr,lin;n; 1N art, music
or slr.ulll-!, we want hnl) \inln.'l'..niu'.lﬂ\ o

think of O.U.”

.F. 1’}{}.\'. Jf,n” (,I!_ fz(\‘!\ s ;EJ{'_,'-'U:.'J'.': u‘. dean rJ,'- the € olle ge 'J_-" !"J’H(
{ris at the August meeting of the University of Oklahoma Board
of Regents. He has been acting dean of the College for the past

rwo years. Dean Clark joined the O.U, fac wlty tn 1946 as assistant

professor of radio. Prior to that time he had been on the faculty
of Kansas State Teachers College at Emporia and Parsons (Kan
speech and drama de

Amarillo College. He has also worked in commer-

sas) Junior College and was head of the
partment at
cial radio in Amarillo and gaincd theatrical experience with the

Globe Theatre ('rmrfhmr\ in Dallas. After bein)

g _l,:!'..’:f:d.-!.‘{ d from
his hometown high school in Wellington, Kansas, Clark attended
Friends University in Wichita, Kansas, on a voice scholarship in
preparation for a career as a public schoal music teacher. Al
f'.'mpm'ru he changed his major to speech with a music minor,
graduating in 1936, In 1938 he received a master of arts in theatre
at the State Umversity of lTowa, lowa Ciry.
0.U.
sity Playhouse productions and served as faculty director for 10
Sooner Scandals p;'udlu tions. Last spring he imitiated the Umver-
sity's first “Focus on Fine Arts” week. Dean Clark is first vice
president and a member of the standards committee of the South-
west Theatre Conference and is a former vice president of .‘lem
Epsilon Rho honorary radio fraternity. In 1959 he was appointed
to the University retirement and tenure committee and began his
third year as a member of the entertainment and social events
commitiece. The new dean is also a member of the University
(facuity) Senate, Dean Clark and his wife have one daughter,
Candy Sue, 11, and are members of the Methodist Chureh.

As a member of the

drama faculty Dean Clark has directed numerous Univer-
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