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Steve Smith (above) and Larry Mullins (preceding page) are part of a
unique group of freshmen comprising the President’s Leadership Class,

very high school graduating class
student with an
indefinable something that makes
him the pacesetter. He is usually a good stu
dent—but not necessarily the top scholar in
the class. He will have a variety of interests,
and probably edits the yearbook, or captains
the football squad or heads the debate team.
But whatever his special claim to fame,
when he speaks, the others listen,
Last spring the University of Oklahoma

has one—that one

launched a unique program designed to re
ward this quality of leadership, to recog
nize it in the early stages and to give it a
chance to develop—and most of all to keep
those who possess this quality in the State
of Oklahoma. The basis for the program
is the President’s Leadership Award, a per-
sonal citation given annually by President
G. L. Cross to outstanding seniors in Okla-
homa’s high schools. In addition to the
award itself, each recipient is offered a $400
Lew Wentz Service Schoelarship at O.U.
Fifty-seven of the 67 winners for 1961 ac-
cepted the scholarship and are now enrolled
at the University.

When President Cross announced his
1961 selections, he explained that “By recog-
nizing leadership in the same way we recog-

nize scholastic and athletic excellence, we

can encourage more lkl,_:}] school students

to accept their responsibilities as the future
leaders of our state and region.”
But merely recognizing high school

achievernent is not enough to accomplish
such a long-range goal. To assist these stu
dents—now Lll“t‘}_:t‘ treshmen—to make the
transition from the high school to the umi
versity environment and to give them that
extra boost which could keep them from
becoming bogged down in the mechanics
of college, the University has organized a
12.week series of leadership seminars.
Bringing these bright-eyed, eager young
men and women together once a weck in
a President’s Leadership Class and giving
them the nppurlunil)' to discuss prnh]cnh
with the University’s top administrators,
professors and students has proven to be
quite an experience for all concerned. These
freshmen are not passive listeners. Each is
an individual in his own right, and few of
them are hesitant to speak up. They are de-
termined to learn as much as they can as
quickly as possible, Yet they are not brash;
rather they are confident—and the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma does not want them to

lose this confidence.

lL.eader

developing leadership for
Oklahoma is the goal of

the new President’s

Class

ROBINSON

But even a le .n|r:\'1-~|- oL necas Al

crs, and the Class felt it necessary to « stab
lish some internal orgamization, setting u

a rotating advisory committee with the helg

of the Class advisor, David A. Burr, d
rector of university relations | assistant
to the President.

Each of the seminar speakers represcnts

different arca of University life. Ther
task 1s to Bive the freshmen a __'u.mi founda
tion of information about the University

which will be useful to them during the

next four years. To be sure, not all students
are interested in knowing the inner work
ings of O.U.

if student activities are to be effective and

But the University feels that

student leaders should be
better informed than they are at present
University College Dean Glenn C. Couch
outlined the history and organization of the
institution for the Class and gave them
some tips for academic success as well®
President Cross spent an evening with
Class explaining his job and the appre:
toward leadership which he would like &
see them take. He told the freshmen thi
he felt O.U, was not doing enougb to tea

beneficial, the



When the Crosses entertained the Class in the President’s home, Richard
Evans (left) had this opportunity for an informal chat with Dr. Cross

he pe that “this group can make s

progress along that line

The student activities co-ordi
Gene Russell, and the direct
\lfl'\l!l[\, _\11'*-. l\lll Crawtord, point
|t'.u|z'r\|:|]= opportunitues 1 4 L
activities at O.U.., while the Clas
of the available student services |
Clifford J. Craven, dean of stud
Dr. Dorothy Truex, directos
affairs; Dr. Jodie Smith, associate d

students; Ronald K. Green, director
nanaial aids; Leonard Harper, dir

the cl'llllll"_\'mtm service, and Dr, Don

R(’biﬂsﬂn- director of Ellison Inhirmar

The Class was given some tips
leadership from a quartet of student
should know, Presidents Ken Lan
Interfraternity Council, Sand: )
Panhellenic, Jerry Gamble of the St
Senate and Charles Daily of t!
ent Students Association.

Some of the areas in whi. -
5it)' itself is a leader—the libras
ter for Continuing Education
scarch Institute—will be expla !
w'i Class b} the directors, 1D
h M:Am.lly. Dr. Thurman
Verne C. Kennedy.

Weekly seminar -[-r'.e'kn':- from administration, [arult_\' and student
body find the Leadership Class an eager and appreciative audience.
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I i lards whicl i students

he t for themselves in determining
A i nd of 1dersh they are to offer

By the tume the seminar series ends on

December 14, these 57 freshmen will prob

; q T i niversity of Okla

oma than most ng seniors—and

}r | ni rsity 1L 1VE I|'.'|'|. I}‘.:'np
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the school vear, they

nents from the Presi

as hosts for University

ampus visitors and to

schod ] visitation pro

Already the members of the President’s
Ieadership Class are cropping up in the
various student activities. Two of the young
men are out for freshman football; the

Class was well represented in nominees for

George Narvaes (talking with Carol Bi:r_ll was
continued  the outstanding high school leader in Kansas,
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these freshmen are given the
opportunity to question

those who have the answers )

Homecoming Queen and among the fresh
man dormitory and pledge class ofhcers
and on student committees. Twenty-one
pledged sororities and fraternities; four are
holding part-time jobs in addition to full
academic loads.

It is ridiculous to assume that each ol
these freshmen will hit the top at O.U
They are fairly representative of the stu
dent body as a whole in their interests a v
problems. They get homesick and worry
about grades and finances. They have the
same doubts and misconceptions as other
freshmen and ask many of the same naive

questions—but they have the opportunity
to ask the person who knows the answers.
The President's Class has a lot to learn
and a few will drop by the wayside before
compk’llllg their l]c'grt‘rs‘ Jut in this group
are some who will be the University stu
dent, community and state leaders in the
years to come.

Of course, if these students have what it

Carol Bird takes advantage of a question.and-answer session
to get some answers from Dean Couch of University College.

W
takes, they would probabiy acha 1UCk
the same measure of success without the
President’s Leadership Program. The pro
gram 1s not. de S1pr 1ied to make them leaders.
Rather it is aimed at giving them the op
portunity to make themselves leaders. The
illll_'._jl.-H. Hi.--l:l.l-‘n. theln L the tumne
Tl\;_lll'.'--'hl..!.l.'l:'}:' mechanics of Univer
sity life, time better spent in the pursuit of
their education, both academic and social
-I-h:'e..;ll_lll these students dh

demonstrated the quai

better understanding
should be transmitte

Every high school principal was given
']H opportunity o nominatec onc scnior lor
the award, and 165 did so ['he one-per
school limitation may be changed next vear
to avoid penalizing larger high schools.)

A screening committee then chose 67 from
the nominations, the number determined
by the available scholarship money.

High school principals have been enthu

With less than a semester behind them, the freshmen such as David Pauling
Mith&mhnmﬂmﬂyhmmuﬁ:.“* :

Larry Thompson listen to Mrs. Cross
vaintings in the President's home,
ratic about the new progra One termed
1 €l tl rignt « eCtie An out-of
choolman Iranklyv admitted that the
teca I cars aho | of an Nnis state
\ ¢ to hold 1 1 g high
ho uder An Oklahoma incipal
onfessed that he didn't ha 1 sentor this
car he stat quired for tl ader
I ) program, but that i Wi 1 | e thre
n the nning 1n 19
aphic location w it a crion
T but the wi
very arca of the state Altl
award winners will co e to be
ly from Oklahoma, the Umversity hopes
0 DC abie O INciu in i1s10na
stater when a student of superior qualihca
tions indicates interest in (.1 I'wo sucl

students, one from Kansas and ne lron

llinois, were included this year

The members of the President’s L
wh|;\ L Lq\.'\ and the ]-:_-_;h schools they rcpre

continued on page 2
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p a p any place I have lived. I hope to I
] you have to think things are  when I'm through with baseball.”
turning for the better. The kid is great. | But the way Don Schwall plays baseball,
thought he was pretty good this spring, but  that time should be far in the future.
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sent are Gary Wayne Abrams, Purcell;
Bobby Joe Altom, Healdton; Juanita An-
derson, Mattoon, Illinois; Victor V. Ash-
ford, El Reno: Eldon C. Batey, Elk City;
Logan Beard 111, Madill; Ann Belanger,
Guymon; George Bershinsky, Hartshorne;
Carol Bird, Oklahoma City Classen: Can-
dace Blalock, Pauls Valley; Louis H. Brigh-

IMAGE IS NOT AVATLABLE ONLINE DUE TO COFPYRIGHT RE- am, Hobart; Letitia Chambers, Enid; Linda
Kay Chandler, Spencer: Jack Cochran,

SERLETION S
Wagoner; Bill Dawson, Seminole; Robert
o Thomas Doty, Tulsa Webster; Roger Bruce
LA paper copy of this i1ssue ig available at call Elton, Grove; Linda Evans, Poteau; Rich-
number LH 1 .0686 in Bizzell Memorial Library ard H. Evans, Temple; Jerry Flick, Clin-

ton; Linda Graves, Blackwell; Lynda Jo
Hackler, Ponca City; Robert Kent Hatley,
Duncan; Michael Hewitt, Bartlesville; Da-
vid Landholt, Holdenville; Mary Ann Li-
vely, McAlester, and Edward McConnel,
Crescent.

Also William Mercer, Oklahoma City
U. S. Grant; Allen Miller, Hinton; David
A. Milligan, Canton; Stan Moran, Ard-
more; Larry Mullins, Sand Springs; George
Narvaes, Winfield, Kansas; Dan Nelson,
Woadmrd; David Nemecek, Oklahoma
City Capitol Hill; Richard Northeutt,
Ndie' David Pmdmg, Lawton; Susan Re-

, Cleveland; Don Guthrie; Ron
Schy






