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How Tall Is a Giant?
WG

HEN the announcement came
from Capitol Hill that the Little
iant from Little Dixie was to be

Majority Leader of the House of Represent-
atives, the nation's press had a field day.
Carl Bert Albert, '31ba, is a man of proven
ability and quiet popularity, but he also
has a success story that is straight from Ho-
ratio Alger. Thenewsmen loved him for it .
Albert spent his boyhood in an Oklahoma

farming community with the colorful name
of Bug Tussle (officially named Flowery
Mound) . Disciplined by hard work and a
hickory limb, he built his future with in-
dustrious hands, a brilliant mind and a
ringing voice.
While attending nearby McAlester High

School he won the midwest championship
and a trip to Europe in a national oratorical
contest and was valedictorian of his class.
When he left for O.U.-against his father's

advice-he had $10 in his pocket and the
will to work . But freshman ambition alone
doesn't always make a Congressional lead-
er of a Bug Tussle farm boy.

Albert also had talent and drive and a
deep sense of responsibility . He worked
his way through school and also managed
to be active in Kappa Alpha social frater-
nity, serve as president of the student body,
belong to the debate team and win another
national oratorical championship with a
prize of $1,500 and a trip to Honolulu . He
got in enough study in his spare time to be
elected to Phi Beta Kappa and win a
Rhodes scholarship for three years at Ox-
ford University.
The late Dr . W. B. Bizzell, president of

the University when Albert was enrolled,
considered him the most brilliant student
who was ever graduated from O.U .
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the House has yet to learn of Congressman
Carl Albert's effectiveness as an orator
After three years at Oxford where he

earned a bachelor Of arts and a bachelor Of
civil law, Albert returned home and took a
job as a legal clerk for the Federal Housing
Administration in Oklahoma City . He was
an attorney for Ohio Oil Company in Mar-
shall, Illinois, before entering the Army in
June, 1941, as a buck private; he was dis-
charged in 1946 as a lieutenant colonel.

After the war Albert had in mind spend-
ing a little time adjusting to civilian life
before starting anything new. But On the
last possible day he filed for election as rep-
resentative from the Third Congressional
District . He and his law partner hurriedly
whipped his campaign into shape, and Al-
bert went stumping around the district. He
was forced into a runoff primary and just
squeaked by his opponent by 350 votes.
From there he was a shoo-in-the Third
District never elects a Republican .

In January, 1947, Albert became a part
Of the 80th Congress and has been re-elected
every two years. When Albert arrived On
Capitol Hill, his youthful stature-he is
5 feet 4 inches tall-caused many Congress-
men to mistake him for a page . One Rep-
resentative even handed him a sheaf Of pa-
pers and told him to deliver them . Albert
did, without comment.

In Congress Albert has served On the
House Committee On Post Office and Civil
Service, the Committee On House Adminis-
tration, the Joint Committee On the Library
Of Congress, the Select Committee to In-
vestigate Lobbying Activities, the Demo-
cratic Steering Committee, the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee and
the House Committee On Agriculture . He
was chosen Majority Whip in the 84th Con-
gress and held that position until his elec-
tion as House Majority Leader in January.

LBERT has been traditionally nonbel-
ligerent and nonagressive as a Rep-
rcsentative, but One Of the major du

ties Of the Majority leader is to speak vig-
orously and forcefully in floor debates On be-
half Of the party's position . Those not fa-
miliar with his brilliance as a campaigner
and orator have yet to learn that he is an
amazingly articulate and effective speaker.
The perseverance that makes Albert an
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orator was spawned in the Old days in Bug
Tussle when he was working hard to win
the national oratorical contest . As a high
school freshman, Albert was a typical self-
conscious, tongue-tied 14-year-old . He had
tried a little public speaking and had fallen
flat . But he wanted to win that contest . In
1924 he prepared a 10-minute oration On
the Constitution for the school elimination .
He came in last.

that speech and started
again. This time he read, and he re-
searched, and he studied oration ; he

jumped at every chance to speak in public,
and when the 1925 contest came, he won
the school elimination . On the district level
in Ardmore he gave it everything he had
and came in third-in a field of three.
Another talk On the Constitution hit the

wastebasket. In 1926 he studied more and
researched more and practiced more, and
he sailed through to the state contest in Ok-
lahoma City and from there went On to the
midwest semfinals in Kansas City, where
he placed second .
Not satisfied with second place, Albert

returned to Bug Tussle and began working
toward the 1927 contest . In three years he
had completed his metamorphosis, shed-
ding the freshman cocoon and emerging an
accomplished debater and a formidable op-
ponent . Albert swept by his opposition in
the state, won the midwest semifinals and
went on to Washington to compete for the
national honors . There he failed to hit the
top three, but he had accomplished his pur-
pose by winning the midwest champion-
ship and his trip to Europe .

Albert's whole career is marked by the
same dogged determination that made him
a champion orator . He is unswervingly true
to his word . Once he declared that he plan-
ned to visit every fourth-class post Office in
his district to talk to the people . In the
midst Of his rounds the Oklahoma rains
flooded the swollen rivers and blocked his
road to a town . Borrowing a horse, Albert
forded the river to keep his appointment.
Another time Albert accepted an invita-

tion to be the honored guest at a big Demo-
cratic dinner in Oklahoma City . But then
he remembered he had already agreed to

E CHUCKED

make a commencement speech in a small
community in his district On the same
night. He declined the dinner and went to
the commencement.

Perhaps Albert's professional political
acumen is best shown in his appointment as
Majority Whip . He Once asked the late
Speaker Of the House Sam Rayburn why
he had been chosen . Rayburn said that
when he and John McCormack, then Ma-
jority Leader, started down the list, they
got Only as far as Albert and agreed imme-
diately, "This is Our man."

In addition to his public popularity Al-
bert is a devoted family man. He and his
wife Mary have two children, Mary Fran-
ces, 14, and David, 7. Albert hauls his Own
kids and a earful Of their friends to school
every morning On his way to the Capitol,
and On Sundays he Often loads a batch Of
them in the car for a trip to the zoo. When
he can get back to Oklahoma at fair time,
he's the best customer at the Pittsburg
County Fair, and, when time allows, he
likes to teach Sunday School in the Metho-
dist church back home . For relaxation he
plays a sharp game Of bridge, reads about
politics and history and maintains a fluent
command Of Spanish by reading, listening
to recordings and practicing the language .

C ONGRESSMAN Albert's selection as
Majority Leader is the giant step
in his career . It is also a giant

step for Oklahoma. Congressman Ed Ed-
mondson, '49Law, termed Albert's election
the "most significant development for Ok-
lahoma in the nation's capital since state-
hood."
The duties Of Majority Leader involve

planning the legislative program, schedul-
ing the Order Of business On the floor Of the
House, supporting legislation to implement
the party's platform, co-ordinating commit-
tee action, and using his influence to keep
the party members in the House in line
with party policies .

"Congressman Albert has the qualifica-
tions to fulfill these duties," Edmondson
said . "His approach to every issue I've wit-
nessed in the House has been bigger than a
partisan approach, and consistently in the
best interest Of the entire country."
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