In the year 2000 A.p. present students at the University
of Oklahoma will be in their late fifties. As alumni, they
‘will feel closer to the University than do alumni now. They
will expect more from O.U. in the way of service and intel-
Jectual leadership, and conversely they will feel a sense of
_obligalion to their alma mater and will feel compelled to
give their time, talent and money to support worthwhile pro-
grams of the institution.

Production techniques will be so highly developed in 2000
A.D. that the needs of the human race in foods and consumer
goods will be produced by a very small percentage of the
total population. People will have more leisure time, will
be better pr?pared to take advantage of it and will have a
greater interest in cultural and intellectual pursuits. To me
this means that they will turn naturally to the institutions of
higher learning for guidance, especially to those that have
kept pace with the times. The academic community will be
the nucleus of much important planning and work. and the
“college alumnus will be recognized as a leader in a society
that will devote more time to improvement of social, polit-
jeal and religious institutions. Surely there will be at least
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only maintain its characteristics of diversity, but these differ-
ences will be even more pronounced. Today there is much
to say about the difference between schools considered “pub-
lic” as compared to “private” colleges. This classification
undoubtedly will remain, but long before the new century
dawns the meaning of these names will be something entirely
different. Higher education is so greatly in the public interest,
even today, that every sign indicates that more and more
public support will be provided for all colleges, both public
and private. The real difference will be not so much in the
source of financial support, but rather in the source from
which the board of control gets its authority and power. The
basic difference between these schools will be in the fields of
teaching, the quality of teaching, the level of teaching and
the resources of an institution in faculty talent and facilities.

What does all of this have to do with the alumnus of to-
morrow? Everything—both in regard to the kind of person
he will be and in his relationship to his school.

The American concept of philanthropic enterprise will have
spread throughout the world, and the generosity of affluent
men will continue to be a substantial source of support for
higher education. The alumnus of tomorrow will be the key
to this support as is the alumnus of today.

And what about the long-standing romance between the
alumnus and college athletics? It is only reasonable that
sports fans of tomorrow, whether alumni or not, will con-
tinue to be just as enthusiastic as they are today. I do predict
growth in the importance of school-oriented sports activities
because of the health problem represented by the lack of op-
portunity for vigorous physical activity among the young
people in this future society. lfﬁwymtobchukhy they




