
Backlog
The classnotes, an application of that

old newspaper cliche about "names mak-
ing news," used to be almost all there was
to the college alumni magazine. For the
sake of variety, most issues would also
contain several appeals for money, assort-
ed baby pictures. the latest sports results
(two months old) and an even dozen pho-
tographs of the college president shaking
hands and accepting checks . In appear-
ance the magazine was a cross between
the Old Farmer's Almanac and the classi-
fied section of the Sunday Oklahoman .

Then about 10 years ago a few alumni
editors, including the Sooner Magazine's
David Burr, decided that alumni maga-
zines had more to say than most of them
were saying . They elected to become the
spokesmen for their institutions, to give
their readers something to think about in
the way of feature articles, to inform them
of the progress of the alma mater without
the traditional hard-sell, to treat their
readers like college graduates with edu-
cated tastes . These editors began dress-
ing up their publications with good pho-
tography and streamlined makeup . They
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These career positions call for a great
deal of personal contribution and growth
potential . We are particularly interested
in professional peoplewho are recognized
now for their work in one of these areas :

TOMORROW'S ALUMNI WILL DEMAND
MORE THAN THE CLASS`f'F.S,

started looking to their faculty members
for articles of general interest that com-
mercial magazines were buying at good
prices. The best of the alumni magazines
began to compare favorably with the
national magazines, and most colleges be-
gan to hire professional full-time editors .

Many members of this original group
of alumni editors have moved on to big-
ger jobs, but the trend which they started
with their publications shows no sign of
slowing down. Alumni magazines are go-
ing to continue to stress the thought
pieces bylined by authorities in the field,
both on campus and off. Don't be sur .
prised if the classnotes disappear from
the alumni magazine in future years to
reappear in auxiliary publications pat-
terned after the Sooner News-Makers,
which can deal with personality stories in
more detail at less expense . Such publi-
cations will be sent exclusively to alumni .
while the magazines will begin to include
other audiences as well .

The alumni magazine is destined to be-
come a university magazine of interest to
anyone who is concerned with that uni-

versity . whether he is an alumnus or not .
The initial investment in publishing a
magazine is considerable . and universi-
ties are goring to insist on getting greater
mileage from this investment by using
the publications as the chief avenue of
communication with a variety of reading
publics. The alumni body will continue to
be the basis of circulation but magazines
will also be sent to governmental officials,
professional and educational groups, stu-
dents, parents and supporters of higher
education .

If the university magazines of the fu-
ture are to be successful in telling the
story of their institutions, they must
never become mere mouthpieces . The edi-
tors should present the university hon-
estly, allowing the readers to draw their
own conclusions about the merit of the
institution's programs .

This is the alumni magazine grown up .
For most colleges it may not appear in
this form next year or in the next five
years ; in some colleges it will never ap-
pear at all. But in institutions with a
realistic attitude toward public relations,
such a future for the magazine seems in .
evitable . In the meantime, please don't
forget to send us your classnotes .

--CIR

The combining of Chance Vought Corporation

and Llng-Temco Electronics to form Llng-

Temco-Vought has established a now, highly

diversified Industrial complex . . . a complex

equipped with the ∎peclallzed facilities and

dynamic management necessary In the fast

changing world of science end technology .

FOR CREATIVE ENGINEERS AND SCIENTISTS . . .A NEW CHALLENGE AT CHANCE VOUGHT
At Chance Vought. the aerospace arm of LT V,

the Astronautics and Aeronautics divisions

are expanding rapidly with major programs

such as VTOL, SLAM, CRUSADER, DYNA-

SOAR, SCOUT, SATURN and others . Engineers

and scientists who qualify will be given key

responsibilities In these rewarding fields .

• reliability and maintainability aerodynamic flying qualities
• instrumentation a dynamcis • electronic-systems • space
technology • materials development • stress analysis • conceptual
and product design • test and operations • aerodynamic perform-
ance or configuration analysis

YOU ARE INVITED TO SEND YOUR RESUME TO : PROFESSIONAL PLACEMENT DEPT . CA-2 • CHANCE VOUGHT • P. O- BOX 5907 • DALLAS 22, TEXAS
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AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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