A New Day for Alumni

ERHAPS we have been underestimating our alumni. During their

student days, we took great pride in “opening new doors” for

them, in “broading their intellectual horizons,” in “develop-
ing their thirsts for knowledge.” And we marched the graduates across
the platform at commencement after commencement with the prayer-
ful wish that we were unleashing some new and fertile minds on so-
ciety. In short, we looked upon them as creatures a cut above the ord-
inary because they came out labeled “College Graduate.” But ap-
pended to the college graduate label was another: it read “Alumnus”
and was too often misread. Alumni, we were told, are interested in
foothall, Dallas weekend, appearing prosperous, other alumni, wear-
ing red neckties, getting their children into the rigcht Greek group, ex-
pressing unsolicited opinions. And colleges, for the most part, treated
them accordingly. Then someone somewhere remembered that alum-
ni are also college graduates—and the alumni programs have not been
the same since.

The latest evidence of this expanded view of alumni at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma was the first Alumni Institute, a featured attrac-
tion of the annual spring commencement weekend. The Institute was
a one-day study session operating on the premise that the thoughtful
college graduate wants more than a gathering of good fellows when
he returns to his alma mater. The success of the Institute oroved that
he can have both. It also proved that not only do alumni look and act
like college graduates, but they think like college graduates as well.

The 150 alumni who registered for the Institute at the new Cen-
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THE ALUMNI INSTITUTE

A frica and the Common

Market provided a f ramework

for the day’s discussions

ter for Continuing Education were given
the choice of two study topics for the Sat-
urday sessions. One group spent the day
considering the intricate problems facing
The Emerging Nations of Africa with the
help of a journalist, three political scientists
and an economist. The second group lis-
tened, questioned and debated the subject
of The United States and European Com-
mon Market. In addition to several econo-
mists and a geographer, this group enlisted
the expert aid of business leaders and a
representative of the British Information
Agency.

If the African panel had a star, he was
Clarke Thomas, editorial writer for The
Daily Oklahoman and the Oklahoma City
Times, who .lm\c.lr(‘n] wearing a native
costume from Sierra Leone, his recently
revisited boyhood home. The University
faculty provided the balance of the panel
with the government department contri
buting Dr. Oliver E. Benson, '32ba, "33ma,
Dr. Rufus G. Hall and Richard D. Baker,
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joined by Dr. Nelson W, Peach, professor
of economics.

Two businessmen with widely differing

views, Carl Reistle, 'f.'frn.u‘ }lru'it]tm of

Humble Oil and Refining Company, and
Jack Abernathy, '33eng, president of Big
Chict |1r||]m_|_; {'ul'.lir.tm,'. J;!pl',lrnl on the
Common Market panel with academic spe-
cialists Dr. Jim E. Reece, David Ross Boyd
professor of economics: Dr. Paul D. Dick-
ens, visiting professor of economics; Dr.
James E. Hibdon, "48ba, '49ma, associate
professor of economics; Dr. Alexander J.
Kondanassis, chairman of the department
of economics, and Dr. Ralph Olson, chair-
man l'[. Th(. \1L'I"(JFT!T1I'[][ ll!‘. _'.,:('(I.L:T[lph\. Hll["
l]l\_-'”l; a Llﬂ‘l’!l"h'l'\'l_" lllji('r('nt \i('\\' ol 1|'|l'
issuc was Michael Newton, director of the
Kansas City branch of the British Informa-
tion Agency.

Dr. J. Clayton Feaver, Kinghsher Col-
lege professor of the philosophy of religion
and ethics, was chairman of the t.n'uil}
committee for the Institute. Mrs. ]J. A.

merging Nations of Africa

Clarke Thomas added a dash of color to the
African panel with his Sierra Leone costume.

Maurer, '52ba, Duncan, was chairman of
the alumni planning committee with Mrs.
C. R. Rountree, 23ba, Oklahoma City,
secretary; Wallace C. Kidd, '37journ, Ana-
darko; Mrs. John Love, "52ba, Shawnee:
Donald Barnes, '49Law, Okmulgee, and
Fred R. Harris, '52ba, "54Law, Lawton.
Most of the Institute enrollees had re-
ceived study materials on the topics before
they arrived in Norman; many had taken
full advantage of the head start. They spent
a busy day gathering information, yet
when the day was over they had come up
with no simple solutions to the problems.
The future of the Common Market was
still a matter for the government to settle,
and the Africans were still in a turmoil. But
at least a single group of Oklahoma alumni
had gained a new understanding; it would
be difficult for them to read the newspaper
accounts with the same detachment again.
Most of them felt it had been a day well
spent. (See Conversation Piece, page 15.)
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Roll Call of alumni newsmakers
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Drawing by Cobean, @ 1949 The New Yorker Magazine, Inc.

THE CARTOONS OF COBEAN—Each month Sooner Magazine brings you another of the classic cartoons of the late Sam Cabua ‘37, one of
the most famous cartoonists of his time, The originals of his published and unpubliched work are in the Cobean Collection in the O.U, Library.

The first Alumni Institute was some
OT' ' University of Oklahoma. The response
A a'tmn but we waited a few weeks before

they felt the Institute had benefited t
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