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AMERICAN DRAMA
By Louis Broussard (University of Oklahoma Press)

Broussard’s compact volume is an attempt to explain the unifying effect of lnndui
allegorical theme on American drama and its playwrights—from Eugene O'Neill to
Tennessee Williams. It tells of the theater’s contribution to understanding the puzzle of
human existence and explains why American drama is the best medium for revealing
contemporary conflicts and goals.

The pursuits of O'Neill, Elmer Rice, John Howard Lawson, Philip Barry. T. S. Eliot,
Thornton Wilder, Archibald MacLeish and Williams are vividly combined in these 130
pages, and their views are bolstered by a mixture of play excerpts and Broussard’s notes.
The result is a worthy reference for all drama enthusiasts—even the casual playgoer.

MISSOURI: A HISTORY OF THE CROSSROADS STATE
By Edwin C. McReynolds (University of Oklahoma Press)

The author of a number of creditable books, including Oklahoma: A History of the
Sooner State and The Seminoles (both published by the University of Oklahoma Press),
McReynolds, '22ba, "26ma, "45ph.d, O.U. professor emeritus of history, now embarks on
a long and colorful narrative of his native state,

From cxplomlwn and carly settlement days through the Harry Truman era and the
politics and society of today, the story is unraveled in terms of rivers, cities and men who
built a state which became the st aging arca for the great move to the West.

DUBLIN IN THE AGE OF WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS AND JAMES JOYCE
By Richard M. Kain (University of Oklahoma Press)

Dublin, center of literary accomplishments and a struggle for independence, is Kain's
subject for the seventh volume of The Centers of Civilization Series. The lively spirit of
the Irish, in both serious and humorous form, is discussed through the personalities,
politics and literature of twentieth-century Dublin.

In his narrative, the author has lost nothing of the color and excitement that are
inherent in this period of Irish history. Explaining historical events in the light of their
literary and cultural significance, Kain has fulhilled the purpose of the Centers of Civiliza-
tion Series—1to summarize the influence of the world’s great cities on the civilizations in
which they existed.

AMERICAN PANORAMA
By Mary J. Brown (Exposition Press)

Professor Brown, 29ph.d, shares the highlights of her extensive travels with this arm-
chair tour of the United States. Using her own experiences as a guidebook, the author
gives her readers a glimpse of historical landmarks, important cities and the wonders of
nature in each state,

Her Sooner State chapter is comprised of what she calls “outstanding memories” of
trips through Oklahoma: she concludes: “Its people claim that they invented super-
markets, shopping carts, parking meters and chewing gum.”

BEFORE MY NIGHT
By David Rlndolph Milsten (Exposition Press)

This unique collection of lyric verses ranges in subject matter from colorful personali-
ties to inanimate objects in expressing the author’s moods and experiences. Milsten, *25ba,
"28Law, a Tulsa attorney, also is a biographer of Will Rogers, and one of the selections
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