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about them, there wouldn’t be ‘much rea-
son for all this concern about academic
freedom. Professors could advocate any-
thing they pleased and arouse no more
furor than would any other citizen. But
when the minds of our young people are
at stake, we take a different view entirely.

An unfortunate segment of society wor-
ries so much that they have decided that
we cannot afford to take chances. These
worriers would create a controlled environ-
ment for college students, and they would
allow no one to tamper with the atmos-
pheric conditions. They would like to pro-
duce a college student who thinks and acts
the way their parents do today at the age of
50—not as their parents did as students
of 20.

The outward sameness about modern
college students might even lead us to be-
lieve that this goal is being achieved. They
look pretty much alike—they dress alike,
talk alike, and to a certain extent they act
alike. If this were the whole story about
college students, we would have just cause
to be worried—but this is not the case.

There is an element in the makeup of the
student which is difficult to find clsewhere
in the same quantity—an clement that is
o often lost somewhere along the way to
responsible adulthood. For want of a better
phrase, call it individuality of thought and
action. You can see it in varying degrees
on any college campus, and it’s a bit painful
to watch at times, even for those who wel-
come its presence.

That student still exists in the college
classroom who has the audacity to say to his
professor, “I think you're wrong,” no mat-
ter how distinguished or how autocratic his
mentor may be. He will sign up for classes
underthcmughutproﬁumrinllmde—
partment because “a C in his class is worth
an A under anyone else.” He will say ﬂatly
to the house activity chairman, “qu
stuff crepe paper in the Ho ,
rations tonight; I have to s
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ture. If these students are willing to search
out and claim the freedoms which are theirs
alone in an academic community, they will
be willing to claim the other freedoms
which exist for the concerned citizen.
No parental frowns or professorial radic-
alism will lead these young people astray. If
something doesn’t change them in a few
years after college—if society will allow
them to be what they are—they will proba-
bly be the ones who turn down the country
club because they can’t afford it or refuse to
cheat on their income tax returns. They
may be found among the maligned re-
formers who step in periodically to clean
up local government, or they may work
overtime at jobs they like simply because
there is work to be done—even without
time and a half. Anyone who thinks for
a moment that hearing all sorts of ideas
will ruin these young people is giving pro-
fessors too much credit and mﬂepmﬁlﬂ
wo l.mlc. i




