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THE HONORS PROGRAM

Dr . Carlton Berenda lectures an honors colloquium, the high

point of the program. The colloquia are limited to a dozen

students and led by two professors from different disciplines .

Dr . Paul Ruggiers, David Ross Boyd professor of English and
the director of the honors program, hopes to

establish an endowment to provide scholarships in the future .

IN A LARGE state university like OU,
one will find a conglomeration of aca-
demic abilities among its legion of
students, including the very, very
low and the very . very high . Some who
have entered the University barely
managed to squeeze into the top 15
percent of their class in high school
and thus are eligible for admission :
others are the cream of the intellectual
crop -in the top one or two percent of
their class, award winners, scholar-
ship recipients, the academic all stars .
Often the plodders are thrown with
the scholastic swifties to no one's
benefit .

In recognizing the need to provide
an opportunity for the qualified stu-
dent to flex his academic muscles ful-
ly, to realize his potential unimpeded
by a pace which of necessity must be
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fessor . In another, professors from the
classics department and the history of
science department are leading a
group of students in study of the
tragedy of thought in the age of Peri-
cles. The interdisciplinary team af-
fords the student a broader, more in-
tegrated vision of knowledge and is
proving to be exciting to the teachers
as well as to the students . "The collo-
quia is conducted through the confer-
ence method," Dr. Ruggiers explains .
"There are no tests. Each student is
required to contribute through discus-
sion and through papers he prepares .
It's a shattering experience for some
who are used to conventional classes.
The student is thrown on his own . He
must find his own values, reach his
own affirmations . It's a marvelous ex-
perience in learning, probably the
most important of his undergraduate
days and most meaningful in future
years." The general honors course-
work and the colloquium comprise the
College Honors aspect of the program .
The other aspect is in Departmental
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and the sttidc»ts dig the program
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Randv Shreve, a letters major, will be
among the first graduates of the program .

Honors which is led by an Honors Ad-
visor in each department .
DEPARTMENTAL HONORS : The partici-
pating department defines the terms
of its honors offerings, but the student
must complete at least six hours in de-
partmental honors courses. In his last
semester he must take a comprehensive
written examination prepared and ad-
ministered by the department and
evaluated in cooperation with the
Honors Council . The department as-
signs the senior honors student a spe-
cial project which might entail a spe-
cial research project or a directed
reading program . The department
may require a senior thesis and oral
examination.

Students who do not wish to parti-
cipate in the full program but who are
qualified by grade average may be ad-
mitted to honors courses through spe-
cial permission . The student's final
average determines the specific honors
degree granted to him. A grade point
of 3 .25 entitles him to a bachelor's
degree with honors; 3 .50, with high
honors, and 3 .75, with highest honors .
The students . with some reserva-

tions, dig the program :
"There's a lot more discussion and

competition in the honors courses.
Often no consensus is reached. One
must think for himself--deeply, crit-
ically and creatively-if he is to gain
from the courses."
"In the honors section there is more

attention to detail . «'e sometimes get
off the track and go off in another di-
rection, exploring and feeling around .
These sidetrips can be enormously
valuable."

"The good courses, the good in-
structors, the small classes are what
attracted me . I didn't enroll simply
to be able to say that I was in the
Honors Program, so I could feel elite
or part of the frontal lobe set ."

"It's stimulating. There is less
sticking to an intiexible format-no
feeling that we absolutely must cover
every little paragraph in the text-and
I like that."

"You're up against good competi-
tion, and I respond . One tends, I be-
lieve, to function at the level of his
class."

"One feels more like working under
a good professor. There is a lot more
work in an honors section but, para-
doxically, it makes the course easier
because it's so interesting. This was
especially so for me in my English
courses. I really became involved in
them-more than I had expected as a
chemistry major."

"I've been in a normal class and
brought books to read . Some can get
pretty lx)ring. But in the honors
courses I go all out. There are some
brilliant people in these sections, and
the discussions are rousing . I've had
to get off my academic rear and
work."

"I think there may he a tendency
for us to glorify ourselves a bit too
much . I don't approve of all these
trappings like the Scholars and their
rings (the University Scholars, in a
freshman scholastic program . have
special signet rings) and their permits
to enroll before the commoners. I
don't care for the teas for the honors
students. I think there's a danger in
thinking we're really something spe-
cial ."

"It's a mistake to go through col-
lege and not become a part of the pro-
gram if you're capable. Some students
shy away because they'reafraid they'll
B an honors section when they could
slide by in a conventional section with
a no-effort, no-sweat A. Well, this
competition is a misconception. The
honors section professor certainly
dtwsn't grade on a curve. You're
graded solely on your individual per-
formance, and I personally feel 1 do
better under the more competitive
condition."

"The colloquium was an important
experience . I got a lot from it . I'm
sure- probably far more than I'm
aware of at the present."

"I believe the program will induce
some very talented young people to
attend OU-those who probably
would not have considered a college
without such an opportunity ."
"The dialogue between teacher and

student was the most significant part
to me."

Color the Honors Program success-
ful and give it an A.
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.It:~N nt, and superior
teachers. the honors program provides an opportunity for intellectual
stimulation and enrichment . Four of the professors who participate
in the program are Dr . Kenneth Crook (above), David Ross Boyd

professor of chemistry, who with Dr . Berenda leads a colloquium on
the philosophical implications of atomic theory in western history ;
Robert Rcigle (below), assistant professor of history, who teaches

a general course, and 1)r. Charles Reeves (at left in left photo),
professor of classics, who with Dr . Tom Smith, associate professor
of the history of science, (cads a colloquium on the age of Pericles.


