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THE COVER: This member of the
University’s Class of '84 will enter a
vastly different kind of college when
he enrolls in September, 1980. For a
look at the energing patterns in educa-
tion, see View I, an interview with Dr.
Paul Ruggiers, which begins on page 4.

ALUMNI EXECUTIVE BOARD

Officers: John F. Y. Stambaugh, president;
phn Allen and S. F. Floren, wice presidents,
#mbers: Hiawatha Estes, Hugh Garnett, John
Imel, Jack Santee, Wade W rlh Bill Wise, u‘llr
“'Ildl Bohby lm.ui Bob Lee i\.n”. E
Robert McCurdy, Tom Mason, Lloyd uckrtt
Rilly Vessels, Hill Bentley, Re shert Burns, Sam
I, Isham Nelson Jr., Paul Reed Jr., Bill
Sholer, J. Gordon Ste nl\rn- Lou Sharpe, Ernest
“Mike" M.uud Dudley Culp, Harold Belkml
Mrs, Ralph Wolvertan, Anthony Massad, i
Northeutt, Don Walker, Jack Taylor, (harlri
Engleman, Wallace Kidd and Dr. J. H. Tisdal.

ADF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Officers: G. Don Curphey, chairman; John F. Y.
ugh, wice chairman; Ronald K. Green,
or-secretary; William H. Jcminn treasurer.
Members: Dy, George Cross, Boyd Gununing, Dr,
Glenn Couch, William G. Paul, Dr, Lowell Dun-
» Dr, J. R. Morris, Dr. Duane H. D. Roller.

i Hﬂlﬂu is mh:d bimonthly tg“

l!lon

'thdhu dl
s.f.m‘:"""f.s‘?x'.’.‘“ or

on
dus) Sinnle copig

ONTEMPLATING the future has, T

suppose, been a favorite pastime
of every generation.

This issue contains a discussion by
Dr. Paul Ruggiers about some of the
changes you can expect in higher edu-
cation in the next 20 years.

Since the readers of Sooner Maga-
zine are as closely associated with the
future of higher education as any
group in our society, here are some
questions you might discuss with your
family and fellow alumni:

Question: What is the role of col-
leges and universities in our society?

One purpose of higher education is
to help realize the dreams of individ-
ual opportunity, to assist an able
vouth to mature intellectually, aes-
thetically, socially, vocationally and
morally.

Another is the preservation and
enrichment of the cultural heritage.
This relates dynamically to social
progress and to the nation’s economic
and cultural vitality, Higher educa-
tion also plays a basic role in expand-
ing the sources of knowledge and,
through experimentation and dissemi-
nation, helping to solve our problems.

The college has an active role in the
transfer of learning to life. The con-
cept of service in the great state uni-
versities through extension has
brought better conditions to many
segments of society and these methods
have been exported throughout the
world by faculty specialists.

Question: Should every qualified
high school graduate have an oppor-
tunity to secure a college education?

The question of who will be edu-
cation is never answered finally, once
and for all time. The question con-
fronts each generation, and the an-
swer is actually a statement of broad
social policy. College and university
personnel alone cannot answer the
question. Regents, advisory commit-
tees, legislative bodies, industrial and
government leaders must all partici-
pate in arriving at value judgments.

As an individual, your interest may
be whether your child or grandchild
will find a place in college. As a col-
lege graduate who understands the
system and the problems, you can be
a part of the most articulate influence

in shaping the answer.

Question: Will there be enough
col]ege teachers to take care of the
increasing numbers of students?

Dr. Ruggiers has something to say
on this subject. I would add only that
a university is no stronger than its
faculties. They are responsible for the
important functions of the institution
—instruction, accumulation and en-
largement of information, counseling
of students, development of the curri-
culum and institutional policy plus
the inescapable responsibility to the
community as a whole.

Question: Is the problem of financ-
ing higher education at a crisis stage?

Although the situation is critical, it
is far from hopeless. All of higher edu-
cation combined with related auxili-
ary enterprises does not cost even one
percent of the gross national product.
A good case can be made for the prop-
osition that the best way to accelerate
the annual increase of GNP would be
to substantially increase the operating
budgets of colleges and universities.
Another point of significance is that
the Oklahoma legislature is just com-
pleting one of the most difficult ses-
sions in history, and the longest, with
an impressive vote of confidence for
higher education. Appropriations to
state colleges and universities for the
next biennium are increased $16.7
million. This represents an increase of
26 percent over appropriations of two
years ago; however, this is ofiset by
the fact that during this same two
years enrollment increased 27 percent.
By voting this increase the legislature
demonstrated its confidence in higher
education. Tt was a regrettable fact
that funds were simply not available
to finance the full amount of the budg-
et presented by the regents for higher
education.

On December 14, the people of
Oklahoma will have an opportunity
to authorize at a special election $38.5
million in new buildings at Oklahoma
colleges and universities. If author-
ized, this money will be spent over a
five-year period with careful planning.
In many instances it will be matched
with federal or private funds.



