LEE ERWIN PLAYS
FOR THE AGO

The *“generation gap” between the
ATOE and the AGO is not quite as
wide as it was back in the early days
of the theatre organ. Lee Erwin played
an evening of theatre organ music on
July 1st at the Beacon Theatre for the
AGO regional convention in New York
City; and next summer he will play
two concerts during the AGO National
Convention in Buffalo.

There was a time when such events
would have been all but impossible to
contemplate. During the golden age of
the movie palace, we are told, most
“serious” organists would not admit
that the theatre organ was even a legi-
timate musical instrument. That preju-
dice (which probably was never as
wide-spread as we have been led to
believe) has certainly been diluted by
many recent events sponsored by the
ATOE and the AGO. Billy Nalle is still
receiving compliments from people who
heard his performance at the Atlanta
Fox several years ago. The theatre or-
gan can indeed be a legitimate musical
instrument!

Earlier this year Lee Erwin invaded
the camp of the “classical” organ field
by playing a theatre organ concert on
the Roosevelt - Skinner at Calvary
Church, Park Ave., in New York City.
The New York Times music critic,
Allen Hughes, wrote: “. . . well, the
church didn’t fall down; the Victorian
Gothic interior of Calvary Episcopal
Church rang merrily with the cheerful
strains of the great Gershwin music,
arrangements of Beatles songs, selec-
tions from “Cabaret’” and “The Apple
Tree,” “The Sound of Music,” and a
set of variations on the principal theme
from Michel Legrand’s score for “The
Umbrellas of Cherbourg” . . . The ex-
periment was interesting and a credit to
the imagination and enterprise of all
concerned . . .”

It was an experiment, and with more
than a little risk involved, but an ex-
periment that has brought Lee more
compliments than anything he has done
in a good many years; and requests for
similar concerts from all over the

country. J

— CLASSIFIED ADS —

FOR SALE — Marr & Colton 2/5 Theatre
Pipe Organ — natural wood finish. Well
unified TIBIA, VOX, TRUMPET,
FLUTE, SALICIONAL, XYLOPHONE,
HARP and CHIMES, $2,000. Dr. Ray-
mond K. Bradt, 1211 No. 22nd, Ft
Dodge, Iowa 50501, (515) 576-3326.

FOR SALE BOOKS — The RECENT
REVOLUTION IN ORGAN BUILD-
ING by Miller. Beautiful reprint of the
1913 edition. 190 pages jammed with
photos and information about Hope-Jones
and all the great builders. Hard cover.
Only $5.95 postpaid. We have many other
books on organs and automatic instru-
ments—ask for catalog. VESTAL PRESS,
VESTAL 15, New York 13850.

WURLITZER STYLE—235 with Barton
-4/17 Console Relays and additional
Style D Wurlitzer chests, console, percus-
sions and relays, professionally restored.
ROBERT MORTON - 2/6, using Style D
Waurlitzer Chest—with Morton pipe work
and percussions. ROBERT MORTON -
2/5 organ complete including percussions.
Contact Ralph L. Martin, Public Admin-
istrator, Jackson County Courthouse, 12th
and Oak, Kansas City, Missouri, Tele-
phone No. 1-(816)-421-6214.

FOR SALE—Waurlitzer 3 manual console
style 235. Joseph B. Sammut, 432 Chest-
nut Ave., San Bruno, Calif. 94066,

WANTED — Bench and music rack for
Waurlitzer console. ED RANEY, 6211
Temple Hill Drive, Los Angeles, Calif.
90028. Tel.: HO 9-9181.

FOR SALE — WURLITZER THEATRE
PIPE ORGAN ALBUM — Century Long
Play “Souvenir of Niagara Falls” as adver-
tised in October Theatre Organ Bombarde.
Original musical description of Falls, plus
6 popular standard favorites. Jacket is
full-color aerial view of Niagara, suitable
for framing. Mono or Stereo, $5.25 post-
paid. Composer, organist, recitalist CARL-
TON FINCH, 266 Sweeney, North Tona-
wanda, New York 14120. ATOE member.
Limited number of records still available.

ORGAN OWNERS, BUILDERS and
TECHNICIANS. We sell new and used
consoles, electronic kits, manuals, pedals,
speakers, reverbs and percussions. Buy
direct and save. Write for catalog. NEW-
PORT ORGANS, 300 West Coast High-
w;géOSuite D, Newport Beach, California
9 5

FOR SALE — MOLLER DELUXE 3
MANUAL THEATRE ORGAN No.
5351. Complete and in excellent condition.
Direct from original installation. Critical
and minute inspection invited. Extremely
easy first floor loading. Contact: Harry P.
Long, RFD-1, Mt. Crawford, Virginia.

FOR SALE BOOKS: Hope Jones Unit
Orchestra, $3.95. Waurlitzer Unit Organs,
$4.50; Wurlitzer Fact Book, $2.00; Whit-
worth: Cinema and Theatre Organs,
$15.00; Williams: European Organ, $20.00;
Waurlitzer Church Organs, $2.00; Audsley
ART of Organ Building, $15.00; Norman:
Organ Today, $7.50; Sears: Reed Organ,
$2.00. THE ORGAN LITERATURE
FOUNDATION, 45 Norfolk Road, Brain-
tree, Mass. 02184.

Book Review
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The Recent Revolution in
Organ Building
George Laing Miller, 1913.
Reprint by Vestal Press
Vestal, N. Y. 13850  Price $5.95

Toward the close of the 19th Cen-
tury, there occurred a drastic revolution
in construction of pipe organs. There
were four men whose work was largely
responsible for freeing the King of
Instruments from centuries-old bounds
of tradition. They were Charles Spach-
man Barker, Henry Willis, Aristide
Cavaille-Coll and Robert Hope-Jones.

In reading through the Miller book,
one is led to believe that Hope-Jones
towered over all his contemporaries in
the art of pipe organ development. The
theatre organ enthusiast is greatly
familiar with those innovations which
led to this revolutionary instrument-
unification, electric action, horseshoe
console, stop tabs, slanted manuals,
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new voices, to name but a few. It has
even been suggested that the actual
author of this book was Hope-Jones
himself, writing under a pen name. His
name appears in 31% of the book’s
pages.

Included are a biography of Hope-
Jones with autographed picture,
numerous drawings and specifications
of representative organs of the period,
including one in the Paris Theatre in
Denver. Mention is made of the organs
Hope-Jones installed in the days of his
Elmira company. Beautifully copied as
only the Vestal Press knows how, the
book is highly recommended as an
asset in any theatre organ enthysiast's

reference library.
— Lloyd E. Klos

1970 ATOS CONVENTION
NEW YORK CITY

theatre organ bombarde






