WESTERN RESERVE

The Western Reserve newsmakers,
printless too long, now bring you up
to date direct from the Gray’s Armory
in Cleveland, Ohio — where our 3/15
“Mighty Wurlitzer” resides. It was
originally installed in the Stanley
Warner Theatre in Erie, Pennsylvania.
In the fall of 1969 when it was being
readied to move to Cleveland, the
original custodian of this theatre was
there to see our instrument on its
way!

Presented to WRTOS, Inc. by the
Cleveland Grays who received it as a
donation from the RKO Warner The-
atres, Inc., it has been memorialized in
honor of the late General Paul B.
Roesch, past commander of the Cleve-
land Grays.

Outstanding are the two 32-foot
diaphones weighing in excess of a ton.
These were procured from the Loew’s
State Theatre in Cleveland, Ohio. They
are standing with the two 16-footers
on the south wall of the Armory drill
hall floor and are magnificent to be-
hold.

P.S. The Gray’s Armory has been
recently designated by the United
States Government as an historical
building.

Our Western Reservers are making
history, too, with our “Mighty Wur-
litzer” every first Sunday of the
month. That day provides for chapter
members’ playing time, based on a
random drawing, depending on the
number of write-in requests and time
available.

Appreciation wasn’t reserved when
our 3/15 had its premiere concert
March 25, 1972, with Keith Chapman,
organist for Philadelphia’s John Wana-
maker Grand Court Organ. Outstand-
ing was Keith's special arrangement of
the “1812 Overture” complete with
sound effects by a real cannon and a
combo of wires, bells and dynamite
caps! And believe it or not, “*Bach was
beautiful’” on the same instrument!

Great publicity preceded this event
by way of TV coverage rebroadcast for
the public “Eye” with Lou Hegybeli
rendering that sweet, nostalgic sound
of the theatre pipe organ. Also flyers
were sent to all the schools in Cleve-
land and surrounding areas inviting the
students to a special performance. This
is well in keeping with our attitude of
encouraging teaching and playing
music in true theatre organ style, on
either the restored theatre pipe or-
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gans or on an electronic plug-in. To
that end, our members are privileged
to have open console at our Tues-
day evening weekly meetings at the
Gray’s Armory and at our monthly
meetings which are held in the homes
of chapter members who have oper-
ating theatre pipe organs and also in
various public facilities where there is
an operating pipe organ. At such
sessions we have theatre organists on
hand to assist students with setting the
desired registrations and combinations.
We especially encourage youngsters
who are learning organ to join us. We
also actively promote technical edu-
cation in the form of restoring, re-
building, and reinstalling theatre pipe
organs in suitable locations. Chapter
members are currently helping each
other with several home installations.

Since the March, 1972 per
formance, we've had three other paid
lively and successful concerts, one a
“return” concert with our very gra-
cious and talented friend, Keith Chap-
man . ..and two featuring the “Si-
lents” on our new 15-foot by 22-foot
screen, presided over by outstanding
Clevelander, Virgil Bartz and effer-
vescent Eddie Weaver from the Byrd
Theatre in Richmond, Virginia both of
whom presented us with some really
delightful comedies, one a Laurel &
Hardy feature.

As of this writing, during the past
year seven new organs have been
acquired by Western Reserve members,
eventually totalling twenty-five in our
area. Please look forward to more
about some of these in another article.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Classified ads are carried at 20 cents per word, per insertion. No charge for first ten words for members.

ALL-TIME BEST-SELLER RECORDING —
"Big, Bold & Billy'" Billy Nalle, LIU Wur-
litzer. From major retailers or send $5.50
directly to Billy Nalle, 100 La Salle St., New
York 10027. Also available postpaid: Nalle
album only (Reader’s Digest) $4.50; Wizard
of Organ (Concert Recording) $5.00; Billy!
(Mirrosonic) $5.50; **All The Things You
Are’’ ala Bach (WLP Prestige Series best-
seller) $1.65,

500 Used Organs and 200 Grand pianos at
wholesale. Rebuildable Grands $450. Sale-
able Grands $650 Restrung, Refinished and
Rebuilt Grands $950. Also Player Grands.

Piano and Organ Techicians Wanted.

V.P.O. Organ FRANCHISES available in
South Florida. Write for prospectus.

Victor Pianos and Organs, 300 N.W. 54th
St., Miami, Florida 33127, (305) 751-7502..

FIRST RECORDING of Brookline, Pa.,
3/24 Kimball Theatre Pipe Organ by Dean
Robinson. Send $5.50 to Cipher Hill As-
sociates, P.O. Box 103, Geneva, New York
14456.

FOR SALE — 8 Capped Oboe, 3%" CC, 61
pipes unmitered, 3-4" wind $125.00. 49
note Deagan Harp, no action $75.00. 8’
Clarinet free reed bass octave 12 pipes
$35.00. Merry-Go-Round wood pipes. Crat-
ing extra. REC 4098, Buffalo Farmville, Va.
23901, (301) 392-5541.

FOR SALE — 2/5 Marr & Colton, Tibia,
Trumpet, Salicional, Diapason, Vox Hum-
ana. $2,500.00. Robert Castle, 12350 E.
48th Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80239,

FOR SALE — Wurlitzer Chrysoglott
$250.00 Mayland Chimes 25 notes with
action $150.00, €. Ludwigsen, 33 West
Court, Roslyn Heights, N.Y. 11577. (516)
621-4121.

WANTED — MORTON MARIMBA — send
information to Nicholas Wood, 211 Bart-
holf Awve., Pompton Lakes, New Jersey
07442.

WANTED — Used Western Electric/Altec
Shaltshaker No. 633 Microphones. Price?
Forey Mahannah, 20599 Almar Drive,
Cleveland, Ohio 44122,

FOR SALE — 3/11 Marr & Colton, man. &
ped. chests releathered. No traps. Dick
Gleason, 8232 Hilton 5t., Gaithersburg, Md.
20760, (301) 253-2649,

FOR SALE — 1928 Unified GENEVA 3/11,
excellent condition (in storage). Tibia Plena,
Melodia, Stopped Diapason, Open Diapason,
Salicional, Dulciana, Gamba, String Celeste,
Cornopean, Vox, and 32-note Bourdon.
Also, complete rank of Aeoline pipes, Five
reservoirs, four tremolos, 6 wind. Best
offer over $2900. John Roberts, 4331
South Canton, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135,
(918) 627-2572.

THEATRE ORGAN

WANTED — Tibia 8', Viol D'Orchestra 8',
Oboe Horn 8' on 5 to 10" wind. Lance
Johnson, Box 1228, Fargo, N.D. 58120,
(701) 237-0477.

WANTED — Cash for 1) Brass (Trumpet,
Sax) 2) percussions 3) Toy Counters 4)
Steinway grand piano with Duo-Art or
Welte reproducer with rolls 5) Wurlitzer
cabinet style organ roll player with rolls. Ed
Barr, 1602 Rosecrans, San Diego, Calif. Day
(714) 232-6911; Eve. (714) 224-1151.

WANTED: Circus Calliope. Viic Hyde, 1737
Ferry, Niles, Michigan 49120.

63






