
J ournal o f 1he Am erican Th eat re Organ Society 

Volume 19. No. 2 April-May 1977 
ATOS Nat ional Membersh ip is $15.00 per calendar 
year, which includes a subscript ion to THEATRE 
ORGAN , the official publication of the American 
Theatre Organ Society. Single cop ies $2.50. Make 
check or money orde r payable to ATOS , and mail 
to P.O. Box 1314, Salinas, Californ ia 93901. 

Editorial Addreu 
THEATRE ORGAN 
P.O . B ox 13 14 
Sa linas, C al ifo rn ia 9 3901 
Phone : (408 ) 663 -3238 

Advertising Addreu 
ATOS A dve rt is ing 
223 1 N orth B u r ling Street 
C hicago , Ill inois 606 14 

ATOS Corporate Office 
6900 Sa nta M onica B oul evard 
Los A ngele s . C al1forn 1a 90038 

Office of the President 
Ray F. Sn it1I 
2849 14 t h A ve . S .E. 
Ced ar Rapids, Io w a 5 240 3 
Phone : (31 9 ) 364 -3464 

Netional Headquarters 
AT O S 
P.O . B ox 100 2 
M id dl eb urg , V irginia 22 11 7 
Telephone : (703 ) 554 -8 32 1 

National Officers 
Ray F. S nitil , President 
Erwin Young , V P.- Treasurer 
Riedel W est , Secreta ry 

National Boerd of Directors 
W . T iny Ja m es Riedel W est 
Jean Lautzenheise r W illiam Rieger 
Richa rd C . S imonton Thomas Landrum 
George F . Thompson Robert Van Camp 

Paul A bernethy , Past President 

Curator 
B arry S immons 
Campus B ox 2213 
Elon College , Nonh Car o lina 2724 4 

Past Presidents 
Richard S imon to n Feb . 195 5 Oct 19 58 
Judd W alton O c t . 1958 - July 19 6 1 
T iny James July 1961 Ju ly 1964 
Carl N orvell July 1964 Ju ly 1966 
Richard Schrum July 196 6 - July 19 68 
Al M ason July 1968 - July 19 70 
Stillman Rice July 1970 July 19 72 
Erwin A . Young July 19 72 July 19 74 
Paul M . Aberneth y July 19 74 July 1976 

Honorary Members 

1959-Jesse Crawford 
1960-Farny Wurlitzer 
1961-Mel Doner 
1962-Leonard MacClain 
1963- Eddie Ounstedter 
1964- Reginald Foort 
1965-Dan Barton 
1966-W. "Tiny" James 
1967- Erwin A. Young 

EDITORIAL STAFF 

1968-Richard C. Simonton 
1969-Judd Walton 
1970-Bill Lamb 
1971-George and Vi Thompson 
1972-Stu Green 
1973-Al and Betty Mason 
1974-Lloyd Klos 
1975-..be Patten 
1976-Aoyd and Doris Mumm 

Editor George T homps o n 
Asso c iate Editors 

Llo yd E Klos , Peg Nielsen . Ray B ruba ch e r 
Editor Emeritus W . " Stu " Green 
Ph o tographer 8 111 Lamb 
Publisher B etty Mas o n 
Editorial A ssistant D on Loc kw ood 
Advenis1ng M anager Len Clark e 
C1rc ul at1o n Man ager V , Th o mps on 

TH EA TRE ORGAN (ti t le registered U.S. Patent 
Off ice) is publ ished bi-monthl y by the Am erican 
Theatre Organ Society, Inc., a non-profit organiza
t ion, Ray F. Snit il, President. All rights reserved . 
Entire cont ents copyr ight ed © Amer ican Theat re 
Organ Socie ty , Inc. , 1977 . Off ice of publicat ion is 
P.O. Box 2329. Livon ia, Michigan 48151. 

POSTMASTER : Second Class postage paid at 
Livon ia, Michigan . IF UNDELIVERABLE , send form 
3579 to ATOS Circu latio n Departm ent , Box 1314, 
Salinas, Californ ia 93901. 

-----Cover- Vhoto----
Console of the 6 / 62 Barton in the Chicago Sta 
dium. The organ will be featured at the 1977 
convention. (Bill Lamb Photo) 

-----In Thi§ l§§Ue-----
Features 

5 Red River 's Fargo Theatre 
8 'Save the Fox ' Major Fund Underway 

10 John Gart .. . .. .. ...... ... .... ..... .. . .. . . . ..... . . .. .. .... . Lloyd E. Klos 
22 Pipes In a Mobile Home . . . . .. ..... .. .. . .. . . .. ...... . ........ . .. Stu Green 
32 We've Got Problems . . .. .. .... .. . .•.. . . .. . ... . . . . . . . . .... .. ... John Muri 
33 22nd ATOS National Convention 
41 Another ' Page ' Comes to Life . . . .. . . .... Ruth Ward 
42 Theatre Organ In Concert With The Baltimore Symphony 
51 ATOS Board of Directors Meeting and Financial Reports 

Technical 
43 Questions and Answers 

Departments 

4 ATOS Chapter Chairmen and Secretaries 
7 Closing Chord 

16 For the Records 
20 Music Review 
24 Vox Pops 
44 Letters to the Editors 

46 Pipe Piper 
50 Dinny 's Colyum 
55 Hollywood Cavalcade 
56 Nuggets from the Golden Days 
57 Chapter Notes 
71 Classified Ads 

A most productive meeting of your National Board of 
Directors was held on March 26, 1977 in Atlanta , Georgia . 

At the outset , may I say, I have never worked with a more 
conscientious , considerate, progressive group of people 
than we elected to conduct the affairs of our organization. 
The calibre of these people is "par excellence . " They repre 
sent all walks of life and offer a cross section of ideas, and 
have construct ive discussion followed b y intelligent conclu 
sions . 

There are four past presidents on the board who have 
expertise and knowledge in the operation of ATOS and 
were instrumental in making our society what it is today. 

Every item that was discussed at this meeting , whether 
of a controversial nature (and we had a number) or a routine 
item, was given careful thought and much discussion be
fore any action was taken . In another part of this issue, you 
will find the items considered and the action taken. Also , detailed financial statement 
of ATOS for 1973- 1976 covering the period since our last dues increase . 

ATOS is operated like any solid, well -run corporation. Our by -laws now conform 
with California corporate laws . The individual members elect the board of directors 
from a slate of nominees that are generated from the membership by letter of intent to 
run . This board of directors , having been elected by a majority, by popular vote , are 
then entrusted with the oper ation of ATOS for the ensuing year . 

A notice for nominations for the board of directors was printed on page 16 in the 
February / March , 1977 issue of THEATRE ORGAN. These nominations were requested 
to be at National Headquarters by Apnl 15, 1977. 

ATOS has had and will continue to have growing pains as any active and progressive 
organization should experience . Problems and changes have risen in the past and in 
evitably they will continue to come up in the future . These changes , when made by the 
board of directors , will always be made in the best interest of the major i ty of the mem -

bership . 
I can forsee a greater ATOS in the years to come . Two new chapters have been 

chartered - our membership is equal to last year at this date and a great convention 
is being planned for Chicago in June . 
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