
States in 1930, his debut was at New 
York's Wanamaker Auditorium in 
1932. 

Though primarily a concert organ
ist on "straight" instruments, he was 
not unfriendly to the theatre instru
ment. He wrote the jacket notes for 
Ray Shelly's memorable recording 
on the Detroit Fox Wurlitzer in 
1961, and within the last few years, 
made appearances at Radio City 
Music Hall. 

His last public appearances were 
in two concerts at the 1976 AGO 
Convention in Boston. 

Harry Everett Rodgers, Boston 
area theatre organist, passed away 
early in 1977 in Florida. He was 87. 

His colleagues included Francis 
Cronin, Roy Frazee and Arthur Mar
tel, and he was featured at such 
houses as the Scollay and Washing
ton Street Olympia in Boston; the 
Central Square in Cambridge, and 
the Uphams Corner Strand in Dor
chester. He also performed opening 
night presentations at Boston's 
Keith Memorial and Paramount 
theatres. 

His radio credits were obtained 
over WNAC, WHDH and WLA W. 
In latter years, he performed many 
times on the ex-WNAC Wurlitzer, 
which was installed at Babson Col
lege in Stoneham, Mass. 

Richard H.M. Kullberg, New Eng
land theatre organist, died March 
11. He was 65. 

Mr. Kullberg was born in Provi
dence, R.I. His advanced education 
was at Northeastern University in 
Boston and the Berklee School of 
Music. His early theatre organ train
ing included a period with Jesse 
Crawford, and he also studied with 
Emil Velazco. 

He performed in much of the 
Rhode Island area, including Loew's 
State in Providence, and a small the
atre in Lansdale. He also performed 
in New York's Roxy Theatre. 

When in London during World 
War II, he played several theatre or
gans including the Trocadero. Re
turning to the states, he was ap
pointed staff organist for Loew's 
Theatres. In more recent years, he 
was a teacher of organ. 

Mr. Kullberg is survived by his 
wife Inez, two sons, two grand-chil
dren, a brother and three sisters. D 
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Citizens Group to Restore 
Con-.,ention Hall OrMan 

by Charles Librizzi 

In Atlantic City, an attempt to re
store Convention Hall's pipe organ 
believed to be the world's largest, 
was launched yesterday by Atlantic 
City Renaissance, a citizens group. 

Curt Haessner, of Sweetwater, 
who has been studying the organ de
sign for the past year, estimated it 
would take $300,000 to bring the in
strument back to full working order. 
Currently, only a portion of the or
gan can still be played. It was built 
in 1929 by Mid mer-Losh Inc., Mer
rick, Long Island, N. Y. for $500,000. 

Haessner said an additional $300, 
000 is needed to seal the hall's seven
acre domed roof to prevent moisture 
from further damaging the 33,112 
pipes divided into 455 ranks placed 
high up in the auditorium. 

Howard K. Persina, hall manager, 
said there are no municipal funds 
available for the restoration, but the 
city has a federal grant application 
pending for repairing the roof. 

John A. Petale, member of the citi
zens group, said it has arranged with 
Haessner, 41, chief organist at the 
60,000-member Church of St. Joseph 
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of the Palisades, West New York, 
Hudson County, to record an album 
of musical selections on the organ as 
a fund raiser. 

"There are seven chambers which 
are not playing and we are only using 
a fifth of the instrument but what is 
working is about equal to what is 
heard in St. Patrick's Cathedral in 
New York," Haessner said. 

Petale said the album, expected to 
contain songs connected with the re
sort such as the Miss America Pag
eant theme and "On the Boardwalk 
in Atlantic City," is being produced 
by Rip Griffith of Milmay. 

Griffith, head of his own record
ing company called Alphasound, 
said the pressing will be done in 
Nashville. 

Singers Becky Bobbins, Ray Arm
strong and Sonya Ruby, all from the 
resort area, also will be heard on 
the album. 

Mrs. Emerson L. Richards, wife 
of the late senator from Atlantic 
City and the man who designed the 
organ, expressed her appreciation at 
the effort being made to restore the 
instrument. 

"At one time they wanted to scrap 
it and put an electronic one in its 
place," she said. "The senator would 
have turned over in his grave." D 
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