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Although the theatre organ en-
thusiast prefers to hear his favorite
instrument live and speaking into a
vast auditorium, he can’t always get
what we wants firsthand. So, many
of us have collected numerous re-
cordings to enjoy at home. Many
have stereo systems that aren’t quite
capable of “bringing it all home,”
and others are considering buying
their first stereo system. Since the
stereo game is a jungle with many
traps for the uninitiated (translated:
potentially expensive mistakes), this
series of articles will aid in the selec-
tion of equipment that won't cause
future regret.

First, two important points:

1) Assuming the amplifier produces
ample, clean power and a decent
turntable/cartridge combo is
used, the biggest variable in the
system is the loudspeaker.

2) The most expensive characteristic
to build into a loudspeaker is
generally, extended, clean bass
response.

Since the pipe organ is the King
Kong of bass makers, point #2
(above) is of prime importance when
considering getting a reasonable
aural facsimile in your living room.
Quality commercially-manufactured
speaker systems range in price from
about 350 to over $5,000 each. with
wide variations of sonic accuracy in
every bracket. Many systems costing
$500-8800 each are less accurate
than some competently-designed
units selling for under $300. We'll
bypass the “special effects genera-
tors™ and instead, concentrate most-
lv on some of the better moderately-
priced units available, some of which
have gone a long way in lessening the
impact of point #2. Keep in mind
that low C, as produced by a 16’
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Tibia, represents 32 Hz (or cycles per
second), while a 32" Diaphone one
octave lower rumbles at 16 ¢ps.

In terms of overall realism and
bass response, the all-time bargain
is the original Advent. The “‘up-
dated’ version has the same excel-
lent low end, but a somewhat “bright-
er’ treble response. If the listener
finds the highs too prominent, a
switch in the back can reduce tweeter
output to sound more like the origi-
nal. However, if your listening room
is heavily carpeted and draped. it
should sound balanced with the
switch at “‘normal.” The 10" woofer
of this large bookshelf unit will gen-
erate a room-shaking 32 cps funda-
mental (that is, if it's present on the
recording!), and even at 20-25 cps
(well into the 32" octave), the output
is reduced, but still significant. The
non-commercial Stereophile maga-
zine referred to them as the least-
colored loudspeakers they'd ever
heard. They still cost less than $200
each, and their naturalness on any
type of music embarasses many
costlier systems. The phenomenal
clarity they exhibit in the bass range
is very unusual in this price range.
An excellent choice for a speakers/
phono/amplifier system under $800.

Another prime contender of mod-
est cost is the ADS L-620, which
has the same general acoustic prop-
erties of the Advent, although the
Advent seemed to reproduce the low-
est bass with a little more authority.
The L-620 costs $200. A very ac-
curate loudspeaker with no weak
points.

The Cizek One is another 10"
woofer bookshelf unit, very similar
to the Advent in sound, although
there are slight differences in the
midrange and high end. Also ca-
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pable of strong, undistorted output
around 30 cps, they sell for $240
each.

At the other end of the price spec-
trum is the AR-9 by Acoustic Re-
search, a superb speaker in all areas.
In Stereo Review, this tower-type
system proved to have the cleanest,
deepest bass response of any system
they’'d ever tested. Its twin 12" woof-
ers will pump out strong, tight bass
below 25 cps, and their usable re-
sponse extends clear down to 16
cps. Pure test tones between 16 and
35 cps fed to the AR-9's can be felt
as well as heard, and in that region,
they'll rattle windows, doors and
objects in the room. Like the Advents
and ADS L-620's, the 9's are most ac-
curate at all frequencies, although
they extend even deeper into the
bottom octave, and with a little more
detail in the high end (and the highs
are more evenly-dispersed through-
out the room). In one listening test,
this complex S-speaker unit (topped
by a tiny 3/4"" dome tweeter) literally
shook the foundation while repro-
ducing the big Diaphones in George
Wright’s Chicago, Vol. II album.
Yet, when the voice of an FM an-
nouncer played through them, his
voice wasn’t at all **bass heavy'" and
he seemed to be standing in the
room, between the two speakers.
If you can budget $750 apiece for
loudspeakers, these are worth every
penny. A similar model, the AR-90,
is essentially the same loudspeaker.
except for its 10" woofers and small-
er size. At $550 each, it has less
“bottom’ than the AR-9, but more
than the Advent.

In the medium-price category is
the Allison: 3, a triangular tower
designed for corner placement. Its
10" woofer provides a clean extended

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 1980




bass curve almost identical to that of
the Advent. The Allison presents a
wide, matural stereo stage when
placed in the corner. The sound they
produce is very balanced, and instru-
ments often appear to be emanating
from outside the units themselves.
About $300 each.

Epicure Products makes several
loudspeakers with extended bass
response, but their best moderately-
priced model is the M-200C. A large
bookshelf/floor system, it utilizes an
8" woofer augmented by a 12" “pas-

sive radiator.” In terms of bass ex-
tension and overall sonic character,
it's in the same league with the best
speakers in its price range. A “plus”
feature of the M-200C is higher-
than-average efficiency, which al-
lows for a little more unstrained
volume with any given amplifier. At
$275, this one should be listened to
before making a decision.

While the group of speakers cov-
ered in this article is by no means a
complete list of high-quality repro-
ducers, the writer has listened ex-
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tensively to them, and they all repre-
sent good-to-excellent values in their
price ranges.

Later on, we’ll briefly cover the
subject of evaluating speakers in the
showroom, for those wanting to
audition other brands or models.
For the ones covered in this article,
recommended minimum continuous
power is 100 watts per channel for
the AR-9 and AR-90; all others, 40
to S50 watts for a typical living room.

NEXT: Amplifiers

NOTE: Products mentioned or
recommended are views of theauthor
and do not constitute ATOS endorse-
ment.

All prices, descriptions and model
numbers are the latest available. [

AMBITIOUS CONCERT SERIES
ANNOUNCED

The Clemens Center for the Per-
forming Arts, Clemens Center Park-
way and Gray St., Elmira, New York,
announces its 1980-1981 Theatre
Organ series featuring the 4/22 Marr
& Colton organ.

Sunday, October 19, 1980

Bob Ralston — 3:00 and 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, November 23, 1980

Don Kinnier — 3:00 p.m.

Sunday, January 18, 1981

William Biebel — 3:00 p.m.

PLUS additional guest artist to be announced.
Registration starts at noon, Friday, Nov. 28, 1980
First event Friday evening
Convention ends no later than 2:00 P.M. Sunday

Sunday, February 22, 1981
Jerry Nagano — 3:00 p.m.
Friday, April 10, 1981
Ron Rhode — 8:30 p.m.
Friday, May 29, 1981
David Peckham — 8:30 p.m.
Box Office 607-734-8191

Registration for all events $75.00
Includes Banquet & transportation

Early registration before Oct. 15, 1980 — $65.00

i = ) Tickets: $4.50
Registration: CATOE P.0O. Box 25, Glenwood, IL 60425 This schednle was Faitished by
Send Hotel Reservations direet to Bismarck David Teeter. O
CATOE AMERICAN THEATRE ORGAN SOCIETY
REGIONAL CONVENTION — NOV. 28 - 30, 1980
SN G B R IEINTS il o et re Ao ey el Srabt Emimtarpseis $24.00
DOUBLEROOMS (DoubleBed) . . .. ... ... vnnn $30.00
DOUBLE ROOMS (Twin Beds) . . ... ............. 830.00 Moving
SUITES (Parlor and One¢ Bedroom) . . .. ... ... #60.00& Up
LARGER SUITES AVAILABLE. .. .. .. (Rates on Request)
. § A.M. Send your
onelbgickaiy Date Arriving: Hour P.M. change
00% A Condegred of address
I Date Departure: to
VISA St
Name
Address Lee Prater
e City State AT&% ::neembershlp
RESS Your reservation will be held until 6:00 P.M. Master Charge, Visa or P.0O. BOX 45
Telaphon American Express card holders can guarantee late arrival using their F‘ H'S Church
:l'l!tgﬁfﬂ;l.'i account number by telephone or written authority. A $20.00 check or a '
\ money order also assures a reservation for late arrival. ) VIrginla 22046
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