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w HAT I COM rn "LY REFERRED ·ro a th 
'' Golden Ao·e of the Theatre Organ nded more than 
a quar t r ent ury ago with the advent of ound mot ion 
picture . A a on quence, many oro·ani t wer for d 
to eek oth r pur ui t a a m an of livelihood. Oro·an 
console w re cov r d with canva and the in tr um nt 
pe rmitted to fa ll into a state of practical di repair or 
old and rea embl d in privat r idenc , in pla e of 

publi c wor:"hip, or in undr auditor ia. The early year 
of radio broadca ting· were mark d by many organ 
program various ly announced '' Organ E choe , ' on
sole Air , ' Organ Melodie , ' The Organ Speak , ' 
'' P ipes of Melody '' et cetera . A prominent hicago 
organ ist, now d cea ed, broad ·a t two one-hour pro
gram da ily for evera l y ar. ! Today comparative ly 
few live organ prooTam ar avai labl to an organ
loving publ i . Organ insta llation in broad ·a ting tu
dios suff r d no I a fate than tb ir counterpart in 
the theatr . For o er a decad f w comm rc ial record
ing of th atr organ have been r 1 a ed by r ord in°· 
compani . To the ounger g n ration , at lea t , th 
vario u el ctron ic in trument hav b come practica lly 
ynonymou with the p ipe organ and th re i certain ly 

no deart h of u h recording in r cord hop v r u -
where and many of which are r pr nt don th re ord 
jacket a th 0 • nuine in trument . La tly, it may be 
pointed out that a goodly numb r f p pl hav not 
th light e t idea what a theatre or 0·an i or ound lik e. 

LIGHT ON THE HORIZON 

Th e adv nt of high-fide lity recording technique ha 
t imu lat d interest in r ecording the theatr organ. Al

ready a numb r of excellent di c have made their ap
pearance and many record hop r port difficulty in 
ke ping ad equate tock on hand to m et popular de
mand . A urpri in<Yly laro·e numb r of organ enthu ia t;, 

have a embled unit organ in their home and t h re are 
undou bted ly many others who ar e developing imi lar 
pro j ect . 

"ENTHUSIAST" DEFINED 

The dict ionary define an " enthu ia t ' a one who i 
car r i d away by hi f eeling for a cau e-a zealot 

fanatic dvvote . ' I reca ll a friend who pointed out that 
hi concern for th theatre organ had long ago tran-
cended the "inter t" stage and , ugg ted that th 

word ''infatuation'' or '' ob ession'' would more apt ly 
de cr ibe hi love of the organ. For he who embrac th e 
"King of In trum nt " a hi favorite "Ourc of mu i
cal in pirat ion there an be no half-wa y point in hi . 
ardor for th organ. He re all with no ta lgfa th many 
hour pent watching his favorit organi t at th Jocal 
theatre during th day of ilent pi ture. . Perhap it i. · 
the memory of the radio broadca t of organ programs 
emanat ing from an organ tudio perhap the t hr ill of 
Ii tening again and again to ertain treasur d record 
ing . To uch enthu ia t th re an be no true ub ti
tute for the th atr organ. 
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Th ·e ·. ·ation of organ act ivity in tb 0 Tcat th eatr , 
of the land and ov r the air wav e· m r ly erv d to 
timu lat e, or wh t th appetit a it wer , of a group 

of m n devot d to th organ. Promin ent among th s 
m n wa ld n fi ller , a rai l road mp loy e of Mi.n nrap 
oli ·, /J..im1c ·ota. om' y ar ago h 1.wa eel in t h })lll" 

uit of olle · in · m morabilia r ] a ing to organ , or
and r ordino · and h . author <l a n w ette a 
th e form of a roun<l-robin 1 tt cr which was 

variou ly known a the Kinura ' '' Ophicl id , 'i 
'U nit Orche tral 'J.1heat r e Organ Magazin e " ' Dia 

phone," Tibia" and urr entl y, th e " Kinura Th atr 
Organ Dige t . ' It wa only a matter of tim befor th e 
n d for a nationa l oro·anization and a magazine d -
Yot d to th theatr or 0 ·an became appar nt . 'J.1h id ea 
met with approval from all quarter . '' By all m an , 
let' e what an be don e- thi i what all of u hav e 
dr eamed of for 3 ears'' xpre ed th con en u of th 
group . Thu was born ' Th Am ri an A ociation of 
Thea tr Organ Enthu ia ts'' and it offi ial pub lication 
rr HE 'rrnrA. rrhe fruition of a p ipe dream! 

We hop e that thi , the fir t i · u of THE 'rrnIA will 
<;Ontribut in ome mea ur to y ur own parti ular 
ze t for th th atr oro·an. The Editor will appr eciat e 
knowino· how b t to erv your int ere t . Let u hear 
from you and w v' jll triv to do our b t. 

:Jlie GJilor 
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NAME 

American A ssoci ation of Theatre 
Organ Enthu sir,sts 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICAT ION FORM 

ADDRESS ......... .... ...... ...... ......... . 

Do you own a res idenc e o rgan? .. . . Wh at make? 

Type? . . .. . ........... ... ... · · · 

Would you be will ing to be act ive in loc a l chapt er act iv-

ity? ....... .. ...... . Recital s? ........ . . ... .. . 

Do you play th e organ ? .... . Prof ess ionall y? . .... .. . 

What subj ect matt e r would you like to see in th e public a-

tion : hi story D t echnical dat a D Oth e r D . ..... . . 

Please list on an at ta ch ed sheet the names and add resses 

of pe rson s who would be int e res t ed in th e aim s and ob

jecti ves of th e ATOE as activ e memb e rs or only as sub

scrib e rs to THE TIBIA . 

Please enclo se your dne ck or Mon ey Ord e r as fo llow s: 

Regular memb e rs $4.00 annual ly 

Chart e r memb e rs $ 1 0 .00 in it ially 

Mai l wi th Remitt anc e to-

ATOE Nat ional Headqu a rte rs 

69 0 6 Santa Monica Blvd 

Hollywood 38 , Ca lif ., U.S.A . 

TI BIA • FALL, 1955 




