
Ramona Gerhard Sutton and Judd Walton (r ight ), for 
merly of Minneapolis , and Mel Doner of Winona , Min 
nes ota , sh are the spo tli ght in front of Dick Simonton 's 

concert organ console . 

I 
Above: Better seen than heard - a typical gab session . 
Below: the entire assemblage. Left to right, top row: 
Bob Jacobus , Tiny James , Frank Sindt, Dave Kelley , 
Richard Vaughn , Gordon Kibbee, Harvey Heck , Bob 
Olson . Center row: Jerry Sullivan, Judd Walton, 
Gordon Blanchard , Archie March, Roy Booth , Ray 
Webber, Don George , Merle (not Oberon ). Eddie Cleve 
land, Lloyd Darey , Buddy Cole . Seated: Marie Kibbee , 
Bud Wittenburg, Helena S:monton, Francis Sullivan , 
Ramona Gerhard Sutton, Paul Pease , Mel Doner , Dick 
Simonton, Orrin Hostetter , Keith McCaleb , Kenny 

Wr ight . 

Old friends meet once again - Dr . Orrin Hostetter (left ) 
and Buddy Cole pull all stops in memory contest which 
goe s something like this , " Remember the time that .. . " 

REPORT OF THE 
CHARTER MEETING 

THE KIGHT OF T E DAY , F ebruary , 1955, will 
lon°· remain a memorable one for tho . e who responded 
to pro-tern Pre ident Richard i imonton : invitation to 
l~ttend a meeting in hi palatial Hollywood home to 
part icipat in the formation of th '' America A ocia
tion of Theatr e Organ Enthu ia t . '' Mr. Farney Wur
lit '7,Pr, and many other t o numerou to menti on, nt 
the ir regr t in beinO' unable to attend; Jesse Craw
ford wa out of th e city at the time. D~·- Orrin Ho -
1.etter, whom man of you will r emember for hi apitol 
recordinO' of' ' Doll Dan ce'' and '' Parad e of the Wooden 

oldi r '' traveled from Honolulu to att nd thi meet
ing. Dr. Melvin Don er of Winona, Minn e ota wa run
ner-up for honor in th e trav elin g d partm nt . 'I1he 
delegation from th an Franci · co Bay area in clud ed 
Bob Jacobu, ' Tin y':..._.Jam , Frank Bindt , Gordon 
Blanchard, and Judd Walton. Buddy Cole well known 
in America and abroad through hi tran cr ibed organ 
program under the name " Edwin L Mar" partici 
pated in the ociality, a simil arl y did Don George who 
,~·ill alway be remembered for hi . Victor recording of 
the Prin cess Th eatre vVurlitzer in Honolulu . 'I1he fair 
ex wa repre ent ed by Mr . utton , th form er Ra

mona Gerhard, well known taff organi . t and pianist of 
radio tation WCCO , Minn eapoli , Minn e ota and now 
act ive TV artist in Lo Angel e . Other distinguished 
gue t repre enting nearly ev ry field of theatre organ 
a tivity were pre ent. 

After a tour through Mr. imonton s exqui ite home , 
and in pecting hi '\Vurlitzer project, the meeting wa · 
called to ord er by Judd V.,T alton to re olvr th bu in e · 
at hand . Th e following officer were elected: 

Pr e ident 

Vice Pr e id cnt 

Richard C. imonton, 10100 Tolu a Lak e 
Avenue, :rorth Holl ywood, California 
Judd Walton , 227 Texas treet, 
Vallejo, aliforni a 



Left : Dr. Orrin Hostetter dishes up some of the refreshments - which just possibly might be ice cream - at the Charter meeting , 
while Dave Kelly reaches for the cake . Center: Host and hostess for the gala occasion - President and Mrs . Richard Simonto n. 
Right : Even the host and ATOE President must sign the guest register, even in his own home . 

ecretary-Treasurer Paul Pea e, 914 Lerlock Drive, 
Burbank, California 

Executive ommittee Buddy Cole, Orrin Ho tetter, Gorclon 
Kibbee , Richard Vaughn, Bud Witt n
burg . 

I ext in order of bu. ine . wa forma l action to e ta b-
li. h THE rr rnrA a. the official oro·an of t h A · .. ciatio n. 
rrhe following officer were el ted : 

Editor Dr . . H. Doner 1 41+ Winona treet, Winona, 
Minneota 

A i tant Roy Gorish, 2137 E. 16th v nue1 Apt. B, D nver G, 
Editor Colorado . 

'l 
low 

, vovved purpo of .T .O.E . i t forth a fol-

'' Organize l for the purpo e of pre erving the tradition of 
tl1e theatre organ and to further the under tanding of thi 
instrument and its music tluough the exchange of informa
tion.1 

The E xecutive ommittee vrn in tructed to draft a 
t of by-law defining the purpo e and ru le of the 

A sociation. Forma l a ·tion wa tak n by the group to 
allow any who wi h to enro ll a charter member b 
paym nt to the e retary -Trea . urer a min imum of ten 
dollar the lo ing date for , u ·h memb r hip· to be 
set by the ommitte . 

Fo llowinO' the ces. ation of the bu ine me ting the 
balance of t h evening wa devoted ta. renew ing fr iend
hip , meet ing ne 'N friend and di cu.-. ing organ lore. 

'l1he photo accompany ing thi report cl ~ crib e better 
han word the onvivia lity of the group. 'fh is r porter 

al o finds word. inad quate to xpre apprec iat ion of 
the oTou p for th d liciou refre hm n t erved by our 
ho t , Mr . and Mr . imonton, and for makin o- thi 
m eting po ibl . A proof of the m t ing · ucce , the 
last guests bid. farewe ll at three o'c lock in the morn ing, 
the Bay d legation three hour later by plane ! 

'11 hu wa born A .T.O.E. Ijong ha ll w r call t hi 
memorable experi nee. 

Above: Gordon Kibbee in unmatching dark trousers , 
and Orrin Hostetter in unmatched dark jack have Rich 
Vaughn in the middle as they listen to a tape-recorded 
sample of Gordon 's wizardry on Vaughn's 5m Wurlit 
zer . Below: ATOE Executive Committee -( left to right ) 
Judd Watson , v.p.; Bud Wittenburg ; Paul Pease, sec.
treas.; Richard Vaughn; Melvin Doner editor; Richard 
Simonton, pres .; Gordon Kibbee; Dr . Orrin Hostetter . 

Absent was Buddy Cole. 




