
Profiles of Organists-} ack Thomas 

A EIGHT-YEAR-OLD BOY ittin()' in the Fir t 
Pre byterian h urch of rray lorvill , Jllinois, many 
year ao"o was pellbound a hi ye f a ted on the 
0 ·ild d array of di play pipes fronting the :first pipe 
organ he had ver heard or een. In a moment, the 
miO'hty pedal not of the diapason and bourdon join d 
the manual in th mighty paen to God, '' Holy , Holy, 
Holy,' and th die wa ca t one and for ever. Hi l -
termination born ome forty year aO'o, ha trength
ened and hi lov for the organ i toda tronger than 
ver. John R. 'l.1homa wa that boy. 

Hi fir t teach er wa 'l1. L. Rickaby, now decea ed, a 
gentle, patient t ea ·h r, for many year Organ Editor 
of th e Etude and for ome thirty y ar organi t of that 
Presbyterian hur h. Rickaby wa pati nt but in-
·i tent on a 0 ·ood techniqu and a olid O'rounding in 

th ory and harmony. everal year ,vork with "rr . L . ' 
wa only the beO'inninO'. 

A ign aero the front of th apitol Theatre read 
" A EW $25,000.00 MIGHTY W RLI'rZER PIPE 0RGA. 

Jow BEI G IN TA.LLED IN THI THEATRE." There wa 
much excitem nt about the new theatr and the n w 
oro'an and th n w or 0 ·ani t, a very important man 
from t . Loui . Hi name wa ,Valt r Park r and th 
organ wa a mi ·hty nice little 2m/ r ,Vurlitzer: 5 
rank , and ylophone , chime , Glock, and trap in th 

olo orga11 ; 3 rank , and Chry iglott Harp in the Main 
orO'an; five pi ton on th olo, 5 pi ton on the ac om
panim nt, and 3 pedal pi ton ; two balanced . d l 
pedal and all th bird call urf, thund r, train, -'t 
c t ra on the to tu l ·. It wa all wond rful and n w 
to Thoma who imm diately tarted tudying with Walt 

"Ja ck Thomas at the Mighty Wurlitzer! " 
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Parker. It involved doino· ome janitor work, oro·an 
r pair work; th n, a tudie progr el, work a relief 
organist and later at thi ame hou ea feature organ i t. 

Wh n Park r left thi hou e he took Thoma with 
him a as i tant fir t to E . St . Loui then t . Loui , 
and to Gary Indiana. Parker left Gary to O'Q back to 

t. Loui and Thoma went to Chi ago-the Mar hall 
quare, ho n tadt Piccadilly the Marboro. On to 

D troit - the tor the Dexter, the Fenk 11, Frank 
vV etzman' Ava lon, the Oriole ( now 'Prophet Jone '' 
negro hur h ), the Great Lake , and th Fi her, then 
came tho e little blu lip in the pay envelope - " The 
ompany exerci e it option to terminat your contract 

with two week noti e . .. ' '' Tawkie ' were here. 
1931- how bu ine wa dead. how bu ine ~ . . . 

all bu ine . Thoma wa working a a cl rk for the 
P abody oal ompany and playing aO'ain in the little 
Pr byt rian hur h at Taylorville . ne mornino· he 
w nt down to th theatre and talk cl to G orge Mon
tray, Fox Midw st manager. Montray gruffly gave per
mi ion to work on th organ and to u it for practice. 
Wa n 't going to pend any money, though, didn't mind 
burninO' a little jui . In two week th little Wur litzer 
wa inging w tly and Thoma. wa igned up to do 
organ olo and ommunity ino· . Divi ion manager 
Mc arthy becam inter ted and a ontract wa the 
re ult calling for a ri of guest spot throughout the 
Fo r Midwe t ircuit. Again it wa C( J A_ K '11 HOM:A. A.T 

THE MIGHTY W RLT'l'ZER ... 'J.1 HE ILVER-THROA.TED 
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The I an a ity tar tation, Loew Edland '11he 
Fo t. L ui '11he Fox Lincoln , '11he Fox apitol , 
WT AX prinO':field W B . A Mark Twain aid '' and 
oth r too humorou to mention. ' On of the e wa the 
tiny three-rank v\Tick at Jokomi , Illinoi where they 
tok d th furnac all aft rnoon to g t the hou warm 
nough to op n and promptly at th nd of the :fir t. 

show the local boy would go tearino· -out the two r ar 
xit doors brin°·in0' an abrupt 30- to 40-degr e drop in 

temperature . Part of one winter wa enouo·h. Al o the 
chore of playing th lovely little 3m/ 10r M&C from 
WJR and WXYZ in Detroit to the a companiment of 
about 200 cages of '' Hartz Mountain Roller Canary. '' 
( th pon or , old th ·anarie by the trainload) . Thoma 
ti ll can't tand anarie . In fact, he ju t tolerates 

daught r Carole's parRkeet. Hi p cial pet are hi 
En°·lish Bull doo' and chnappsie a pedioTeed Dach -
hund. 

His last theatr work wa at the 4m/ 20r Wurlitzer 
at th Palace in Da lla , on whi h organ he till record , 
for tran cription. He teache , ( dauO'hter arole being 
on of hi pupil. ) and trie to pend a much time a. 
po ible with hi family: wife Lela an amateur or
gani t who enjoy her tudies and two other daughter 
b sid :fifteen-year-old arole, Jo Anne, 11 and Beck 
5. Oh ye .-Hi hobby ....... playing the organ! 
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