
R LPH BAR'rLE'r'r, Lh gentlem:rn who keep u · up to flat on 
organ ~1:ffair in Engl::rncl. fr. Ba rtlett, who l iYc wit hin t l1 
London nrea, be amc a confirm c1 t licatre organ cutL.u ia t. after 
hearing Reggie Foort open tile ournemouth R gent ·way back 
in the late 20 ' . 

Ralph u ed to li ten to e ery theatre organ date via the 
B.B.C., and al o coll cted organ material from all our e . He 
tart d to learn the piano when in hi teen and later tudied the 

th atre organ, having tuition on the mall Wurlitzer in th e Gau
mont, tratford, London. During th late w:u h wa part time 
organi t nt a locnl cinema wh r cine-variety wa Ir ente l 
every unday night, but gave up playjng when the "boy " re
tured from the ervice , ancl 110w kee1 a riti ·nl ey and ear 
on p erform er all 0\-er the country. No one an g t him pla,ying 
the ·e day , a he say he' more than 'ru ty' ! Having trav
elled the be t part of Europe 1rnaring organ , he think Holland 
the organi ts' me ca, apart from Blackpool, where h i to be 
found ev ry ummer. 

In bu ine he wa originally connected with textile , but 
after being in munition during the war, joined a Gov rnment 
Information Service, where he i today. Ralph tart cl tlle 
Robin on leaver Ralio Club in 193 , which, apart from a break 
in the war year i till running, under a lightly hanged nam , 
and '' Theatre Organ Review'' ornmenc d t n year ago. He 
has a v ry able econd in Frank Hare , ·with xc llent u1 porter 
in London. 

Ralph ' big ambition i to own his own theatre organ-a 
cheam which he hop e may corn tru e ho rtly-meanwhil e hi 
other int r t i hi Hi Fi rig, which i one of th e be t in Lon
don. With George Wright material is uecl of late, he i not a 
critic of George , and own quite a numb r of oth r long
play r , a ·well a a good number of 7 ' . To visit the tate 
and meet George Wright i , in fa t, ~mother of hi ambition . 
Hi par time i spent at variou theatr h :=tring organ how , 
and he cover mor than a f w mile per annum in th que t 
for organist . 

Although he ha had one or two roman e , Ralph ay he ha 
never had time to get marri d, and admit that he is marri ed to 
the th atre organ which can't an w r back if he i late hom e 
at night! 

G. EDGAR GRESS, who authore l th article Tonal De ign in 
th T .O. '' wa bom in 1933. He fir t became intere tecl in 
01·gan wl1ile tudying piano und er a church organi t . Lat r, 
when hearing Dick L eibert at Radio ity Mu ic Hall New York, 
he realiz ed that the Wurlitzer "had omething." He lo t no 
time getting to an olcl t heatre organ and practicing to hi 
heart' delight. Later, Edgar as mbled hi 3m/llr tudio orgm~ 
and tudi d traight organ cle ign with Robert oehren at tlrn 

niver ity of Michi an . He expect to go into the organ bu i
ne on getting out of the Army in 1956 . Ed ar ha kept jn 
contae.t with u during his ov r eas a si nment and we hop e 
that he will give u hi in1pre ion of T .O. organ activity in the 
countrie he vi itecl. 

ALEXANDER T R ER. Bi hop Alexander ('ryler) Turn er wa 
born in orwich, onn., th year the Hop -Jone Organ om
pany wa being born in Elmira . He wa attn1cted to th organ 
in chapel at chool, and oon l ame ab orbed in book on the 
in trum n t . '' It oon became an ob es ion, ' he onf e 

much to the d triment of my chool work. ' A oon a be 
could, h ntered the mploy of J.H . & D. . Odell and Company 
of ew York a a factory workman . He later join d the 
Votey Organ clivi ion of the Aeolian Company where he 
erved under R P. Elliot leaving th re to become A i ·tant 
ale Manager of th e Welte Org an Company . When that om

pany entered receiv rship during th depr ion, he began prac
tice a an organ ar hitect, both independently and in a o i.::ition 
with Mr. Elliot who uppliecl much of the mat rial for hi ketch 
of Hope-Jone . · 

He later tuclied for the prie thoocl, wa ordained and be ame 
up rior of the ociety of t . Ba il, the Orthodox Mi ion to 

We tern hri tian in 1941. During mu h of hi clerical areer 
he was al o in the mploy of o]umbia Re ord where he uper 
vi eel innumerable recording ion , notably tho e of E. 
Power Bigg of whom he and hi wife are both ardent admirer . 

2 

The Relay 
My cornp li111c11t · 011 :t wonderful job 011 Lli' fir ·ti ue of TnE 

TIBIA. Ju t what we nee l ! 
Georg Wright, Calif. 

Roomy! Hoora y ! Hoora y ! I got THE TIBIA thi morni11g. 
Great! 

H ilgh B urdick 
La7Je Geneva, Wi 

Plea e ace pt and onvey to th e officer of ATOE my warm
est thank and hearty congratulation on th e fir t i ue of THE 
TIBIA. M::iy this tandard b maintained . It gr ate t appeal to 
me i it prospect of technical information about the con truc
tion ancl cl ·ign of the v\ urlitzer and it developm ent . And the 
layout, printin and pr ntation are :fir t la . Would ther 
wer twi e as many page ! 

J. R. Rob ert 
London, England 

ongratulation on the rel a of the fir t i ue of TOE 
journal, THE TIBIA- it' terrific, full of long wanted Am rican 
information, nncl well pr ent ed. 

Ralph Bartl eU 
or tary '' Th eatr Organ Club'' 

London, Englancl 

Hearty congratulation on the plenclid job you have done in 
launching thi ne,v publication . I sincerely hope that you will 
be able to ontinue at the am pace and in th e ame general 
vein, ;:i I am convinc cl that thi i ju t ex::ictly what we all 
want . ,-Ve all owe a debt of gratitude to tho who have put 
forth thi original effort to get th e org::inization and it splendid 
publi ation launche 1, and I fe 1 m· that it will enjoy the up
port it o richly cle erv . 

E. J . Qitin by 
u1nmit, ew J er ey 

I think the fir t i ue of THE TIBIA i terrific! Thank to you 
and yom t::iff a , ry notic able void in the theatre organ 
world ha been filled. You hav e my b t wi h for ucce . Th at 
cover illu tration i a ma t rful approach to the ubject-a 
wonderful w dding of detail and decoration . 

Dave trassman, 
Milwauk ee, Wi con in 

My inc er congratulation on th :fir t i u of THE TIBIA, 
a copy of which I rec ntly recei. ed . I know there ha been a tr -
mendou amount of time and effort put into thi project by 
your elf and your colleague . Th e d lay in I ubli hing had u 
all impatient, a no loubt it did you, but the re ult ·were 
mo t gratifying and well worth waiting for. Per onally, I found 
e,ery articl extrem ly intere ting . I wa mo t intrigu ed by 
Roy contribution on th e Isi Theatr e Wurlitz er; it wa very 
omplet e hi torically a well a in regard to the detail d , pee 

and con ole photo . I al o lik ed th Hope-Jon tory, and Eel 
Gre ' on 'l'onal de i n. 'l'h e Tibia pipe make a most im-
I re ive cover de ign. 

H . Cl alan Blal c ly 
Picton, Ontar io, Canacla 

My incer e t congratulation to you and the re t of th fel
low engine ring THE TIBIA. Fir t i ue mo t thoroughly en
joye l and ur ely wi h it would come out one a month at once. 

Alclen Miller Minn apolis 

(H'Ylim-wond r if the boss wo11ld OK a 30 hour week with no 
recluotion in salary! ED.) 
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