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HERBIE KOCH 
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Another in the series directing the spotlight onto the life and activities of the "greats" at the 
console. Mr. Koch's wide experience ranges from his first appearance at the age of 15 until his 
retirement ( probably temporary) from radio and TV after 37 years of continuous appearances. 

T \\°S NTY-TWO YEAR of radio broadea.sling from 
the Organ tudio of WHAS, Loui vi1le, Kentucky, atte ts 
the popu lar it of Herbert Lee Koch, native on of this 
great mefro1 oli.· which boa ts a population of 500,000 p eo
I le. Two yenr ago, in a TV popularit y conte t, conducted 
by L ui Yille', TV P rre magazine and in which more than 
3300 vote wer ca t Mr . Koch walked off with t p honor 
a the mo t p pular male per onality on T, in the urea! 

La t June , Herbie, father of two married daughter and 
gra ndfathe1· of four ("more to come, I understand") a 

cottih Rite Ma.·on (32nd degree), a hriner , and a 
Kentucky olonel, retired from radio and TV work . "I 
wanted," aid Herbie, "to gel out before th public tire · 
of me. I'd lik, to be home. once in a while, and my wife 
think I ' ll live lon°·er if I don't carry ·uch u heavy sched
ul .' An admirab le reason to be ure, but we would hav e 
to inquire of l\fr ~. Koch whether her talented hu sband ha 
achie.ved hi. ·oal. For w note that Herbie i. now a teache r 
with the Ba ldwin Piano Company, demon trates Baldwin 
m 0 ·ans, co1upo e. mu ic (he' one of Kentu ky' s leadin g 
·ornpo er ) , p lay. the 4m/36r Au tin at Fir t Chur ch of 
Chr ist cientist, i Associate Organi t of the cottish Ril e 
Temple, i Orga ni . t and Choir Director at the B'rith 

holom Temple , and conceTtize in the Loui Yille area. It 
. ound like a full pro 0 Tam, Herbie! 

Mae tr Koch, to quote from 1'V P1·e. ) 'ha a hi. tory of 
performan e ·which i unmatched in the outh." Hi pro 
gTa m , which be0 ·in with th ignature tun e of "Deep 

Herb ie at the console of the 4m / l Sr Kilgen in the studio of 

WHAS , Louisville, Kentucky , where he played for twenty 

tw o years . 

Purple'' includ e church mu ic, concext number · and popu
lar melodie , embelli hed with out tandin° ' local arti. t. , 
pianist , fo lk inger , violini t , op ratic singer , and 
vo ali t for var iet y . uch i the mu ic H erbie ha s delivered 
to 

0

hi va. t radi audience for so man y year and why ~l 

WH -TV produ ex jokingly it ed or 0 'ani -t Ko ch a · 
'Guardian of the Balance ." 

Born in Loui ville in 1904, he wa but 15 ear old when 
he made hi fir t publi c appearance. It ame about lik e 
thi : it became neces ary to hurriedl y find a ub titut e 
organi t to pre ide at the. organ in Loui ville' Rialto 
Thea tre . They found young Herbie on the tenni court in 
hi tenni s cloth e ·- and thi . i what he wore at the con ·ole. 
The lad took over, 0 'ot the job. Since forma l dre wa re
quired at the Rialto and Herbie could find no tuxedo 
trou en; to fit him he . ett led for knee-length trou er . Th e 
fanagernent ·imply pla ed a ·reen aro und the console to 

hide hi. leg- from the audience . The m•0 'an was a three 
manual Pilcher, one of the fir t provided with a mechani m 
for ele"rntin°· the con ole from the pit. 

Thi wa about the time. youn o- Koch started studyin°· 
mu sic seriou ly . By 16 he condu cted the Loui ville Con
.__ervatory of Mu ic orche tra . Later he tudied at the 

incinnati Con ervato ry of Music and durin° · hi ojourn 
in Franc e . on1e year later tudied under the 0 Te.at ma ter 
farce l Dupre. 

At the Top in the 20's 

l\fr. Koch' .· first or 0 ·an work wa accompanying th e 
ilen t movie and he reca ll one of the earl y film "The 

Birth of a K ation" which would certain ly tax the mu ical 
prow e.-: of any or 0 'an i t . ,~hen ound movie . made thei r 
appearance, Koch wa feat ur ed a. olo organi. t and in . uch 
capacity joined the Paramount Publix cir uit and tour cl 
the United tate . Hi. appearance included the Paramount 
(fo rm erly Rivi era) Theatr in Omaha, Nebra ·ka; the 
Pal p.ce. in Dalla s, Texas; the Paramount in De Moine , 
Iowa; the :Maje ti in an Antonio, Texa · the Circle in 
Indianapoli s, Indiana; the Denver Theatre in Denv er, 
Colorado; hea' Theatre in Buffalo, New York where h 
uccee.ded Remy l\Iurtau 0 ·h; the El Granado in Havana 
uba; the aenger in New Orlean ( 4 years) where JVIr. and 

l\fr . Koch performed on t-win or 0 ·an. -a f m· manual l\Iar r 
and olton . 

"Daddy, please!" 

It i ahvay. inter e. tin g to note unu ual in cident in 
th life o.f a theatre . or 0 'ani t and Herbie ha had hi ~lrnre. 
Back in 1926, at the ~ aenger theatre in New Orlean , Herbi 
take over at cons 1 a Ted Lewi and Betty omp on 
leave the. ta 0 ·e. The on ole ri e in the purple beam of li 0 ·ht 
and the orga ni t o·oe all out on " arolina in the Mornin " 
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Th e first " Golden Age of the Wur li tz e r" 

was just d rawing to a close wh e n th is 

p icture of Herbie Koch was made at th e 

console of the organ in the Pa ra m oun t 

Theatr e , Des Mo ines, Iowa . 

"China Town" and " leepy Time Gal." The audi ence ap
p laud lustily and at that moment he fee l a tug at hi .:, 
trou er -it i hi fo ur year old dau 0 ·hter, fary Lou, and 
. he let. it b . known in the glare of the spotlio ·ht, that he 
mu t an ¥er the call of Na tur e. The audi ence, taking it all 
in, of cour e, roar with deli 0 ·ht . ... At Dalla , the seat 
upport collap ed and he fe ll twenty feet to the bottom of 

the orche ~tra pit . He averted a pani in Denver when durin g 
a fire, he played "Hai l Hail, the Gang' All Here.' 

Looking through our file on Mr . Koch we fo und thi s 
intere ting new· clippin°·, dated l\Iarch 2, 1929 regarding 
hi engagement at the Riviera in Omaha: "Herbie. Koch wa:; 
the feature thi. week when he brought to a deno uement hi 
my tery organ playing by parad'n° ' up an d down th e ai . le 
playing the mig hty theatre. organ n a tiny keyboard 
trapped in front of him. A trailing cable of ·wire ·erv ed 

a a connection to the big con ale." 
During tho ,·e o·olden year in the 20' , Herbie toured the 

country with Norma Talmadge, B en Bernie, the Ritz 
Brother , Ben Turpin, l\I nte Blue, George J e sel, the Mill · 
Brother s, Dorothy Mackaill, K en forr ay, Joe I enn er, 
Harry Richman, Ginger Roger , and Eleanor Powell. 

His tour of the. theatre carr ied him to London, England 
where h broadca ·t nightly program · over the Briti h 
B1·oadcastina y ·tern from the Dominion Theatre from it · 
3m/ 12r Compton, an organ fami liar to tho e po e sing the 
recording · of Fred rick Bayco and Allan Brown. Thi s 
theatre wa totally de frayed in ,V or ld V\ ar II by enemy 
action . Four rec ital. by 1\fr . Koch were broad a t from 
the B.B.C . Theatre Organ. Theatre engagement brought 
him to Havana and Pari . 

rpon hi return to the nit ed tates in 1933, Mr. Koch 
accepted hi: fir .·t rndio job at ,YH A and x ept for a 
brief interlude as a producer in hica 0 ·0 and a mu ical 
director for 'YVHO, De l\Ioine , Iowa, ha remained with 
the tation until hi s recent r tirement . 

Designs La rgest Radio Studio O rgan 

l\Ir . K och de i0 'nec1 a pecial Kilgen 01•0 'an for WHA 
an 1 iuitiated a coa.·t-to-coa t network ( .B .. ) program 
called "Keyboard and Console"-a half hour program on 

aturday afternoon - The or 0 ·an, initially a 3m/ 12r job, 
wa rebuilt in 1937 and enlar 0 ·ed to 4rn/ l r in 1949, brin° '
ing the t ta l co.-t of the organ to $75,000 and claimed by 
Koch to be the large:t radio . tudio or 0 ·an in the country, 
wa de.·igned to hand le ·ecular mu ic, concer t numbers and 
the "zip and zii1°'" of jazz. 
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The console is ebony trimmed in silver . The oraan ha 
320 tablet , 10 ornbinati n piston. on ea h manual plu 
10 °·eneral piston . Each manual ha · a relea bar over the 
. top" and ther one general relea e tablet, plu · a full 
·et of coupler in all dir ection -16- -4. Th top Ii. t i · a. 
fo llow : 

Ope n Diapaso n 
Violin Diapason 
Flute (Concert ) 

Vo x 
Orch . Oboe 
Tib ia 

Solo Violin 
Solo Violin Celeste 
Viole de Orch . 
Viole Cele ste 
French Horn 
Tr umpet 
T uba 
Oboe Horn 
C larinet 
Kinura 
Post Horn 
Tremolos - Vo x, 
T ibia, Solo reeds , 
string s, accompani 
ment , plus 1 for 
Church that affe cts 
whole organ (v ery 
light ). 

16-8-4 
16-8-4 
1 6-8-4-2-2 2/ 3 
1 3/ 5 
16-8-4 
8-4 
16-8-4-5 2 / 3-
2 -2 2/ 3 
16-8-4 
16-8-4 
1 6-8-4-1 5th 
16-8-4- l 5th 
8- 4 
16-8-4 
16-8-4 
8- 4 
16-8 -4 
8-4 
16-8-4 
16-8-4-2 

Xylophone 8-4 
Vibraharp I electronic ) 8 -4 
Chry saglo tt 8-4 
Sleigh bel ls 
Tom Tom 
Glockenspiel 8-4 
Chinese Cy m bal 
T r iangle 
Cymbol 
Snare d rum 
Shuffle drum 
Bass drum 
Woo d b lock 
Kett le d rum 
Ch ime s 
Orch . bel ls ( repeatin g 
action) 
Piano ( now disconnected ) 
Auto horn 
Castane t s 
Tambourine 
2nd touch on accompani 
ment and pedal 
6 toe pistons 

Tw recording of thi organ wer made ava ilable a few 
year. ago by Mr . Koch via Acme Record : 9 1 ('J.1he Petit 
v1ialtz, The ,Yaltz ing Cat) and 9 0 (Yalencia, Charmaine) . 
Th e ·e. di ·c un for tun ate ly are no longer avai labl and we 
are ho efu l that l\Ir. Koch will n be o·iven anothe r oppor
tun ity to put his fine orga n interpretation on di. r and tape. 

One of hi · I rogram , "Dream erenade," wa heard for 
more than 5000 broaclca ~ over a period of :fifte n year . 
The pro 0 Tam atered to a variety of mu ical inter t · and 
wa · inter per ed ·with bit of poetry . Police, cro · ina the 
city' pai.'ks in late vening t ld Herbie . that the air wa~ 
filled with hi mu. ic oming froin parked ars . H rhie re
ceived many comp limentary letter fro m fan in iti e far 
and ,vicle and, during World \\ Tar II from th outh Pacific. 

ince hi retirement from the air ·wave congratu latory 
letter continue to come in from all part · of the country. 

Congrat ulation , l\h. Koch, on a sp lendid record of 
achievement durin° ' your long career a an organ i t and 
for your many year of prod uctive ·ervice for WHA 
and WHAS-TV. We know that million: of radio and T 
fans are. mi ing your delightful organ mu ·ic. Your u -
ces or , J ohnn y hr ader will, we tru t, keep your O'r at 
Ki1°·en alive and we w: .·h h~m every . ucce . 
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